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+hRE hT=E)
Ten-Direction Dining Hall (B1)
BROYZEXRFEF— LNY’s Eve Till 2nd Day
28.01.25-30.01.25

2L 7:00 am-T4 5:30 pm

=i LNY’s 3rd Day 31.01.25 Onwards
BEFFH Open As Usual

ELRE (148%)

Flower Stall (L1)

R4 LNY’s Eve 28.01.25

8Lt 7:.00 am-#& L 10:00 pm

#)—it2 LNY’s Ist Day 29.01.25 Onwards
RREFFH Open As Usual

DERES (28)

Office Counter (L2)

&4 LNY’s Eve 28.01.25

B 8:30 am-TF4 3:00 pm

3D—. ¥ LNY’s Ist & 2nd Day
29.01-30.01.25

2F 8:30 am-T4 5:00 pm

¥ =j2 LNY’s 3rd Day 31.01.25 Onwards
BBEFFH Open As Usual

i3 [L@@@[r New Years !
» Opening Hours

e T
N

B2 (38)

Ancestral Memorial Hall (L3)
B&4 LNY’s Eve 28.01.25

B 7:00 am-¥7 12:00 am (BE)
¥)— LNY’s 1st Day 29.01.25

% 12:00 am-"K4 6:00 pm

#)— LNY’s 2nd Day 30.01.25

BEF 7.00am-TF% 6:00 pm

#)=i2 LNY’s 3rd Day 31.01.25 Onwards
B2 FF R Open As Usual

BHIE (44%)

Library (L4)

B&4 LNY’s Eve 28.01.25

21 10:00 am-T4 1:00 pm

#—. ¥ = LNY’s Ist & 2nd Day
29.01-30.01.25

e Closed

F¥)=#2 LNY’s 3rd Day 31.01.25 Onwards

B=FH Open As Usual

SRR E R
Wishing You A Blissful New Year

WA B A

The Singapore Buddhist Lodge

Wi llfyll L

£z
1 &
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The Chapter Of Universal Gate Aol s

REG'STER @ A A A AN

tiny.cc/sbledesug  Start Date: 02.03.2025
: Conducted by: Venerable Dr. Chang Qing
Schedule: First & Third Sunday of the month
Time: 9:45am -11:15 am
Venue: Vimalakirti Hall (L5)

L R A TR
Photo: Randy Bailey (Unsplash)
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IWEeEH, #1706, DEBRE, TRER-

This food, with its colours, fragrances and flavours, is offered to the ten
directions’ Buddhas above, all virtuous and noble ones in the middle, and
the six paths’ kinds of beings below.

SieTES BEREER, SSHER TRRSE.

Equally giving without discrimination, according to their wishes with all
filled, enabling those now giving to attain immeasurable Paramitas.

=70k, SRR, ERANE, EabtT.

With the three virtues and six flavours, offered to the Buddhas and Sangha,
to the Dharma realm’s sentient beings, universally together, making this
offering.

09.03:25
(A8 Sun)

BB SRS Please register at Level 2

Product images are for illustrative purposes only

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||u|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||n|||||||||||||||||||||||l|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
Homyk Pk R4k » The Singapore Buddhist Lodge
17-19 Kim Yam Road Singapore 239329 ¢ 6737 2630 » www.sbl.org.sg * sbl@sbl.org.sg

~,.¢ youtube.com/sbl1934 ¢ t.me/sbl1934 e tiny.cc/sbl1934 ¢ fb.com/sbl1934 e instagram.com/sbl1934
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FAMILYVETHIGS:
FILIALITY/ANDACO

HOW TO MANAGE family relationships well
is a lifelong lesson? Chinese culture places
great emphasis on filiality. In the Analects

{i£i#), a disciple of Confucius (L), Youzi
(#F) said, ‘Of that filiality... it is the root of
benevolence. The core virtue of a person is
to be filial and respectful.

In the Sabrahmaka Sutta, the Buddha
described parents as ‘Brahmas’ and ‘first
teachers’ of their children. Parents maintain
the four divine virtues of Brahmas (loving-
kindness, compassion, sympathetic joy and
equanimity) towards their children from
conception and throughout their lives.

Among the stories of Guanyin Bodhisattva
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(W5°86%), the most familiar and touching is
that of the ‘Guanyin, My Old Mother".

Long ago, a rough-tempered man who
was ungrateful to his elderly mother heard
that Guanyin Bodhisattva on the sacred
Mountain Putuo (¥F111) will often manifest
to teach the Dharma. He decided to go and
pay homage to the Bodhisattva. However,
he failed to meet the Bodhisattva there.
Frustrated, he sought advice from an old
monk, who told him, ‘Guanyin Bodhisattva
is not here these few days. She has gone to
your hometown. If you go home now, you
will see her!” The man was surprised and

exclaimed, ‘Really? I have never seen her!



How does the Bodhisattva look like? How
do I recognise her?” The old monk replied, ‘1
cannot describe how the Bodhisattva looks
like, but I can tell you what she wears. When
you reach home, and see someone wearing
clothes inside out and shoes the wrong way,
that is Guanyin Bodhisattva!” Eagerly, the
man hurried home, travelling through day
and night. When he finally arrived, it was
already dark. He knocked on his house door
hurriedly. They say, ‘When a child travels a
thousand miles, the mother will worry'. This
is an eternal truth. Hearing that her son has
returned, the mother, in her haste threw on
her jacket inside out and slipped into her
shoes with the wrong feet. Upon seeing his
mother as dressed, the man fell to his knees
and wept bitterly. ‘Mother, it turns out you
are a true Bodhisattva.

This story conveys that being filial
toward one’s parents is the basis of Dharma
practice, with no need to purposely travel
too far to offer incense. As stated in the
Sutra of Forty-Two Sections {JU-}—3
#), ‘All people serving the heavens and
earth’s ghosts and gods, are not as good as
those filial to their two parents, as these
two parents are the most divine.’ There are
two types of filiality, the worldly and the
transcendental. Worldly filiality is expressed
in Emperor Wen’s Exhortation For Filiality’s
Poems (3G #17+F), which says, ‘With
kindness as great as the sky, it cannot be
forgotten, with kindness deep, how can

parents be repaid? Remembering parents’
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diligent toil, using up a brush, it is difficult to
write one line without tears.” Transcendental
filiality is exemplified by the Buddha. He
ascended to Trayastrimsa Heaven (/] #]kX)
to expound the Earth Treasury Sutra i
2 to his mother, Queen Maya (FEHEF: A).
Through his teachings, she attained the stage
of Srotapanna (Tijiif) — the first stage of
enlightenment. It describes a person who
has grasped the Dharma with dropping of
the first three fetters of self-view, clinging to
rites and rituals, and doubt in the Dharma.

Stories about filiality are most easily
accepted by the public by resonating deeply
with them. In the Analects, Zixia (%) asked
Confucius about filiality, to which he replied,
‘The countenance is difficult’ This means
to avoid showing frustration or displeasure
toward one’s parents is the hardest part
of being filial. ‘How bitter the grief for my
parents, as giving birth to me was toilsome.
How can we bear to bring them heartache
as they grow old? When we face difficulties
in life, frustrations at work or emotional
struggles, we often unmindfully channel
our irritation into harsh words directed at
them. That is why Confucius considered
maintaining of a kind and cheerful
demeanour towards our parents to be a high
form of filiality. Your demeanor has a bearing
on your family’s joys and sorrows.

Writer Lung Ying-tai (JE1 ) wrote
in her book, A Long Gaze (¥5¢), ‘1slowly,
slowly came to understand that the so-

called bond between father and daughter, or
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mother and son, is but a fleeting connection
in this lifetime, where we are constantly
gazing at their figures fading further and
further into the distance” When our loved
ones are still around, we might take for
granted that there are always opportunities
to meet. However, our time on earth is
limited — having each meeting is to be with
one less meeting. While our parents are still
alive and healthy, we should wholeheartedly
fulfil our filial responsibilities to avoid future
regrets. The most painful thing is, ‘The tree
desires silence yet the wind does not cease.
The child desires to support, yet the parents
do not wait/

When Buddhism entered China, it was
mistaken as immoral. But Buddhism never
rejected filiality. For instance, there are the
stories of the Buddha teaching the Dharma
to his mother in Trayastrimsa Heaven,
returning to his homeland to see and teach
his dying father, King Suddhodana (i1 ),
and being his pallbearer.

The Brahma Net Sutra {%£M%)
says, ‘With filial piety to fathers, mothers,
monastic teachers and the Triple Gem, filial
piety is the Dharma teaching of the ultimate
path. Filiality is named as Precepts, likewise
named as Restraint.’ In the Tang Dynasty, the
eminent Venerable Zongmi (5540 wrote
in the Commentary on the Ullambana Sutra’s
Preface, the filial path ‘began in primal chaos,
and fills the heavens and earth, connecting
humans and gods, linking the noble and

lowly, it is in all the goals of Confucianism
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and Buddhism. The Sixth Patriarch of Chan
Tradition Great Master Huineng (7512
fit) emphasised integrating Confucian’s
filiality with Buddhist practice, saying,
‘With kindness then have filial support of
parents.” Numerous works on filiality which
drew closer to Confucianism were produced
later. A prominent group of ‘filial monks’ (%
{§4) renowned for their devotion to both
Buddhist practice and filial values emerged.
The most famous is Venerable Qisong (3
#:0fi), who authored the Treatise on Filiality
(Zi£) . He wrote many essays defending
Buddhism against critics and advocated
the idea that ‘the paths of Confucianism
and Buddhism are of one thread’, thus
safeguarding Buddhism’s status.

In addition, to illustrate the
compatibility of Buddhist and Confucian
views on filiality, Buddhists elevated the
status of the Ullambana Sutra { i %%
£t ) through extensive commentaries and
widespread propagation. This culminated in
establishment of the Ullambana Assembly
(#i224523) as a grand ceremony for both
Buddhist and non-Buddhist Chinese.

During the Qing Dynasty, the renowned
layperson Peng Shaosheng (#4737} linked
recitation of the Buddha's name (B5/k[¢
{#: Amituofo) with the practice of filiality,
asserting that chanting his name is the
highest expression of filiality. Great Master
Yinguang (E[}56KJi) also wrote the Treatise
On The Buddha’s Teachings Being With
Filiality As Their Root {#b#2 AL )



.
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and in his letters to lay practitioners, he
wrote ‘That essential of learning Buddhism,
what precious, is to be complete with ethical
principles. Thus learning Buddhism, then as
true Buddha'’s disciples. If not complete with
ethical principles, then being the Buddha’s
teachings’ transgressing persons. The
Buddha taught, when meeting fathers, that
they should be with words kind, and when
meeting children, that they should be with
words filial. Worldly good Dharma teachings,
all should not be abandoned.

He emphasised, ‘Speaking of learning
Buddhism, this one matter, it originally
needs to the limit, fulfilling of the human
path, then can there be inclination towards
it... This is really because the Buddha’s
teachings, should be with the worldly and
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world-transcending, all as Dharma teachings.

Thus, of fathers, they should be with words
kind, and of children, they should be with
words filial. With each enabled to complete
their parts of the human path, afterwards
cultivating those world-transcending
Dharma teachings.

The Chinese like to say, ‘Above having
the old and below having the young (to take
care of).’ In dealing with family relations,
being filial to parents and raising children
well are equally important. A major issue
in modern families is the blurred boundary
of parent-child relationships, when parents
often use the excuse of ‘this is for your good’
to impose moral coercion.

There should be appropriate

boundaries between parents and children. In
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a letter to his children, essayist Hu Shih
(13&) wrote, ‘I want to thank you because
my life is more complete because of you...
You are free and I love you, but [ will never
control your life “in the name of love”’

Kahlil Gibran also offered a similar
aphorism, ‘Your children are not your
children. They are the sons and daughters of
Life’s longing for itself. They come through
you but not from you. And though they are
with you yet they belong not to you.” In the
Sutra In Which The Buddha Speaks To Good
Birth ({3548 ) , the responsibilities
of parents in educating their children are
specifically outlined, ‘What are the five?
First, is to restrain them from listening
to those doing evil; second, is to instruct
and teach them how to reach good places;
third, is have loving-kindness entering
the bone and penetrating the marrow;
fourth, is to seek good marriage for their
children; fifth, is to provide that needed at
any time. We can take reference from how
the Buddha taught his then seven-year old
son, Venerable Rahula (%), before he
renounced. Rahula loved to lie for fun. Upon
knowing this, the Buddha taught him the
value of honesty.

One day, the Buddha visited Rahula
at the Mango Stone and used a series of
analogies with a water dipper to teach the
importance of truthfulness. He emphasised
those who feel no shame in telling deliberate
lies lose their integrity and become empty

and hollow, much like the water dipper when
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turned upside down. When anyone feels no

shame in telling a deliberate lie, there is no
evil, he will not do. He concluded by advising
Rahula to always reflect on his actions, just
as one uses a mirror for reflection, and to
avoid telling lies even in jest.

More then 3000 years ago, the Buddha
already demonstrated effective parenting
methods as valuable references for modern
parents.

Parents have to play the roles well.

It is said that the parents’ characters and
temperament are vital. If the father is
a mountain, the mother is the sea; the

mountain provides stability, while the sea



soothes the heart. If the father is the light

that illuminates, the mother is the fire that
brings warmth. To achieve family harmony is
the highest worldly achievement. Love is not
one-way but circular. It flows mutually and
reciprocally.

In his essay, My Mother (Fi9HEE),
Hu Shih wrote, ‘My mother has a big heart
and good temper. She treated people with
the greatest kindness and gentleness, and
she never says anything hurtful to anyone.
If I have learnt even an ounce of patience,
kindness, forgiveness and empathy, I have
my kind mother to thank for’

Family love is touching. There was once
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an online report of a child who was seriously
ill and in need of kidney transplant. The
mother got herself tested and was a match.
Without hesitation, she wanted to donate.
Despite the family’s hesitation, she said, ‘I
gave him life once, and I can give him life a
second time. I am certain.

Reading this, tears instantly welled
up. It is often said that the only untainted
love in the world is motherly love. From
the moment of conception, the mother and
the child are bound. ‘The kindness of being
carried for ten months in the womb is heavy,
while repayment in three lifetimes is light.

Educators believe that the greatest love
parents can give their children is to ensure
they are fully ‘charged’ with their potential
during childhood. Austrian psychologist
Alfred Adler once said, ‘Fortunate people
have their whole life protected and healed
by childhood, unfortunate people have
to have their whole lives protected and
healing from their childhood. A lack of close
connection with parents and the absence
of nurturing love in childhood create gaps
that we assume will disappear when we
grow up. But some do not. Sometimes, these
scars remain, accompanying one throughout
life, interfering with one’s ability to live,
learn and love normally. The happiness and
mental stability of parents will affect the
growth of the child to a large extent, for
better or worse.
(Translated and edited by SCCY’s team. Chinese

article first appeared on Issue 76, p56.)
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PASSING THROUGH BUSTLING streets,
by a quiet pathway stands a towering
lush Bodhi tree. Behind this green foliage
stands The Singapore Buddhist Lodge’s
(SBL) building at Kim Yam Road.

For the older generation, it is a place
for worship, that serves daily free vegetarian
meals, and emanates compassion with
charitable acts. It distributes Lunar New
Year’s red packets to countless seniors, and
helps many underprivileged students to

pursue higher education.
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By Miaoyi=

Over time, SBL has undergone six
relocations and expansions. Now on its 90th
anniversary, the building has a completely
new look. With chanting of Amituofo’s name
permeating and a slight tinge of sandalwood
incense wafting gently through the premise,
it has become a spiritual haven for many.

Stepping in, the newly installed
History Gallery stretches from the entrance
to the inner hall, with various media
documenting its journey through time. As
one of the largest charitable organisations
in Singapore, SBL's accomplishments owes
much to its founders, the Elder Venerable
Zhuandao (f%1& &#11%) and Mr Lee Choon
Seng (Z27K). To commemorate and pay
tribute to their immense contributions, SBL
has commissioned two bronze busts of them
for remembrance.

The check-in attractions features six



calligraphy words “RER#kFERE” (Namo
Amituofo) at the end of the gallery, signifying
SBL's commitment to the Pure Land tradition
as its main practice. Since its founding, it

has embraced Chinese Mahayana Buddhist
teachings as its foundation and the Pure Land
Dharma Door for focused cultivation. Under
the guidance of Elder Venerable Zhuandao
and the support of all SBL presidents, it has
become a leading centre for Pure Land practice
in Southeast Asia. For 90 years, it has faithfully
upheld and propagated this tradition.

With rapid changes of the times, SBL
has launched various classes that better
match the spiritual capacity of modern
practitioners. It has always invited eminent
monks and Dharma teachers locally and
overseas to give Dharma talks and engage
in exchanges. Lectures are conducted with
various digital platforms and social media to

widely spread the Buddha'’s teachings.

Srimala Flower Stall

To the right of the gallery is the flower
stall named after Queen Srimala (5 J \).
Flower offerings to the Triple Gem express
sincere reverence. They represent the truth
of impermanence. Flowers are abundant
with colours and fragrances. They are a
luxuriant source of joy but they are transient.

There is a famous sutra called the
Srimaladevi Simhanada Sutra (Sutra On The
Lion’s Roar of Queen Srimala {84 )),
which is one of the main early Mahayana

texts that taught the principles of the
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Tathagatagarbha (U1>k5i), Dharmakaya (7%
£) and Ekayana (One Vehicle —7€).

Queen Srimala was the only daughter
of King Prasenajiti (J} #i[# T-) and Queen
Mallika (72 \). The King ruled Kosala,

with its capital in Sravasti. Once, when

the Buddha was delivering the Dharma at
there, tens of thousands of macaques and
countless birds gathered to listen in silence.
This extraordinary phenomenon showed

the wondrous state of harmony brought
about by the King's devotion to Buddhism as
aruler. His example inspired his people to
cultivate goodness, and created a remarkable
atmosphere with collective virtues.

When the King and Queen were blessed
with a daughter; they named her Srimala.
Meaning Supreme Garland, the name
symbolised their aspirations for her qualities
to exceed the fineness of a garland.

Srimala grew up with inherently kind
nature and exceptional intelligence. Upon
reaching adulthood, she married King
Mitrayasas and was thus known as Queen
Srimala. Said to possess virtues of the
‘Seven Jewels of Enlightenment’, the Queen

had profound spiritual roots. The Buddha
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predicated that she will attain Buddhahood
after 20,000 asamkhyeya-kalpas (F/f&#E2h)
with the name Universal Light Thus Come
One (¥56415K). Bestowed with the Buddha's
blessings, she expounded the sutra, vowing
to uphold the ‘Ten Great Vows'.

She influenced her husband, King
Mitrayasas (& F5F) to take refuge in the
Buddha. Together, they spread the Buddha’s
teachings to the people in the kingdom. The
Queen also prioritised women’s welfare,
teaching them about prenatal care, how to
be good wives and mothers, and how to use
compassion to turn their homes into havens

of harmony and joy.

Vaidehi Dharma Distribution Counter
The Dharma Distribution Counter
next to the Flower Stall is named after
another remarkable laywoman, Queen
Vaidehi (445K N). She was the queen of
King Bimbisara (4ii%%% ) of Magadha
and mother of Prince Ajatasatru (Fi#
). According to the Contemplation
Sutra (W4 ), the Prince imprisoned his
father to starve him to death. The Queen
smeared food on her skin and smuggled
nourishing drinks in her necklaces to
feed the King during her visits. When the
Prince discovered this, he house-arrested
her. Despondent, the Queen prayed to the
Buddha to request Venerable Ananda (/¥
[£2$+#) and Venerable Maudgalyayana (H
%25 #) to come and expound the Dharma
for her. The Buddha also appeared in front of
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her and expounded the Contemplation Sutra.

This sutra became one of the most pivotal
sutras of Pure Land Buddhism.

In response to her earnest plea, the
Buddha revealed countless Pure Lands. Her
choice of rebirth in Amitabha Buddha's (F#
[E{#) Pure Land demonstrated a deep affinity
between Amitabha Buddha and sentient
beings of our Saha World.

Being the primary protagonist of
the Contemplation Sutra, she revealed to
future laypersons a skilful door for realising
Buddhahood. Due to obscurations of evil
karmas and afflictions, we might not able
to see the Buddha readily, but Amitabha
Buddha is always mindful of us. As long as
we have profound faith, aspire to reborn in
his Pure Land and sincerely recite his name,
he will come and lead us to his Pure Land.

Queen Srimala practised the path of
the One Vehicle and adorned the fruition of
Buddhahood with the garland of her merits.
Queen Vaidehi, with profound faith, upon
hearing the Contemplation Sutra, attained
awakening of Non-Arising’s Dharmas’
Forbearance (JoA4:i%7). Both queens walked
the Bodhisattva path as lay practitioners.



We should take them as examples, practise
diligently, to the utmost fulfil responsibilities
of this human life, give rise to the Bodhi
Mind, aspire for birth in the Pure Land and
walk towards Buddhahood.

Great Amitabha Buddha & 13 Patriarchs
Of Pure Land Tradition

Having offered flowers and lights, paying
respect with prostrations at the lofty golden
Amitabha Buddha statue, one can walk
clockwise behind the Buddha to see the Pure
Land Tradition’s 13 Patriarchs’ statues. They
serve as tributes to their great compassion
and wisdom, which contributed gargantuan

benefits to propagation of the Pure Land

Dharma Door with many incredible precious

E12¥ L W ON THE BODHI PATH

teachings. Right behind their statues is a

massive golden relief mural depicting a scene
in the Amitabha Buddha’s Pure Land.

Buddha Hall

Walking towards the main entrance of
the Great Buddha Hall, one is greeted by the
jolly, big-bellied Maitreya Bodhisattva
(91 5%) statue seated on a high platform,
always so welcoming. On two sides of the
entrance are the bell and drum followed by
the imposing Four Heavenly Kings' statues,
who watch over each cardinal direction of
this Saha world. Facing the main hall is the
valiant Skanda Bodhisattva (¢ ), clad
in armour and holding a vajra staff, standing
guard day and night, protecting the Dharma.

The interior of the Great Buddha Hall
is a masterpiece of religious art. The pure
white marble floor and the golden lotus
patterns inspired by the Tang Dynasty
Dunhuang Grottoes express the magnificent
lotus realm of the Avatamsaka Sutra (g™
2 ). The 12 pillars symbolise the Twelve
Links of Dependent Origination, the causes
and effects of sentient beings’ journey from
birth to death. The relief mural on the left
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wall vividly portrays scenes of Amitabha

Buddha’s Western Pure Land of Ultimate
Bliss. The right intricately displays the
Medicine Buddha’s (Z4Jifif{;) Eastern Lapis
Lazuli Pure Land (4 i issidit).

The relief murals on the sides of the
grand Sumeru Terrace narrate parts of the
journey of the youth Sudhana (3%1}) in the
Avatamsaka Sutra. After seeking advice from
53 great teachers, he realised and entered
the Dharma Realm'’s ocean assembly’s all
Dharani Doors. Guided by Samantabhadra
Bodhisattva (3% %), he then sought birth
in the Western Pure Land.

Every brick, tile, stone, and pillar in
the hall embodies the dedication and efforts
of countless individuals. To reconstruct
the Great Buddha Hall, master craftsmen
were flown across thousands of miles to
Singapore. It is only after years later that
we finally have the resplendent hall we see

today.
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Vimalakirti Hall

Another highlight of the rebuilding is
the Vimalakirti Hall and Bhadrapala Hall
on Level 5. Stepping into the Vimalakirti
Hall, the bamboo slips inscribed with verses
from the Immeasurable Life Sutra { tit 77
#¢) and the Vimalakirti Sutra (4EEi54%)
adorn its walls. In the middle of the hall sits
a Sakyamuni Buddha (B3 422 ) statue,
flanked by two massive richly textured
murals which depict scenes from the
Vimalakirti Sutra.

In Sanskrit, Vimalakirti means ‘pure
name’ (i4+4%). He was a wealthy layperson
from Vaishali, embodying sophistication
and unimpeded wisdom—someone who
lives in the mundane world, yet with
transcendental wisdom.

Despite his worldly life, he was
deeply versed in the Mahayana teachings,
surpassing the Buddha’s Arhat (F%7)

disciples. He has profound insights into



the Dharma and had realised the principle
of non-duality. Through diligent study and
sincere practice, he was able to dwell in
phenomena without being attached to it,
encountering objects without giving rise to
mental reactions, thus attaining the status of
an accomplished Bodhisattva.

As described in the Vimalakirti Sutra,
‘Although as a white-robed (layperson),
upholding Sramanas’ (i.e. monastic) pure
disciplinary practices. Although living
as a householder, not attached to the
three realms. Appearing to have a wife
and children, constantly cultivating pure
practices... Although dressed with treasures
decorated, yet with forms’ excellences
adorning the body... Touring all four
crossroads, to benefit sentient beings...
Entering all lewd houses (i.e. brothels), to
teach the faults of desires...

By practising the Bodhisattva path,
Vimalakirti employed skilful means to
guide and transform Sravakas (/i) and
Pratyekabuddhas (Z’i¢). He even manifested
illness to convey profound teachings. Through
the visits of the Buddha’s monastic disciples,

various Bodhisattvas, including Manjusri

T
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Bodhisattva (305 5*%) who inquired about
his health, Vimalakirti demonstrated the
Bodhisattva spirit of integrating compassion
and wisdom. He emphasised the non-dual
principle that ‘afflictions are the same as
Bodhi, not departing from birth and death,

then abiding in Nirvana’

Bhadrapala Hall

If the Vimalakirti Sutra articulates
ultimate reality and true emptiness (E%5),
the other hall with Bhadrapala Bodhisattva’s
(%% 3%) name could be taken to represent
‘wondrous existence’ (4.

In the Collection of Names’ Meanings

(4 X4 ), ‘Bhadrapala’ is translated as

Virtuous Protector, signifying one who not
only upholds his virtues but also protects
all sentient beings. He is also known as
the ‘Leader of the Virtuous’ (¥$ ). As an
Equally Awakened Bodhisattva, he is also
foremost in virtuousness. The Brahma-
visesa-cinti-pariprccha Sutra (}354:) states
that sentient beings who hear his name
will attain three kinds of awakenings—

self-awakening, awakening of others and

perfection of awakening practice.
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According to the Great Treasures’
Collection Sutra { X514 ), Bhadrapala
was the son of a wealthy merchant. His
blissfulness and good karmic rewards were
unmatched even by Sakra (77 %K), ruler of
Trayastrimsa Heaven (1/]#]K).

Bhadrapala manifested as an ordinary
person born in Rajagrha City, making him
another extraordinary lay practitioner
alongside Vimalakirti. In the assemblies
described in Large Prajiiaparamita Sitra

(BB A B 2 ) and the Immeasurable
Life Sutra, Bhadrapala is consistently placed
as the foremost. The Pratyutpanna Samadhi
Sutra {fFF=IKZ: ) states that Bhadrapala
is the pioneer who attained Samadhi from
the Mindfulness of Buddha (&ffh =), which
amply demonstrates his strong affinity
with the Pure Land tradition and Amitabha
Buddha. He became the foremost participant
in Dharma assemblies, assisting Sakyamuni
Buddha in propagating practice of the
unparalleled Samadhi from the Mindfulness
of Buddha. Vimalakirti and Bhadrapala
represent exemplary male laypersons
dedicated to Dharma practice. As a lay-
oriented Pure Land centre, SBL's decision to
name its two important halls after these two
extinguished Bodhisattvas carries profound

significance.

Guanyin Bodhisattva Pavilion & Guanyin
Auditorium
Going up to the Level 6 is a pavilion that

houses a Thousand Hands And Thousand
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Eyes Guanyin Bodhisattva (Wi ##5%)

statue. As expressed in the teaching. ‘Great
loving-kindness (K #) is with joy’s cause
and condition given to sentient beings.
Great compassion (X:E) is with departure
from suffering’s cause and condition given
to sentient beings’. Guanyin Bodhisattva,,
with her vows to save all sentient beings,
manifests her awe-inspiring power with her
thousand hands and eyes throughout the ten
directions, to bring immeasurable relief to
suffering beings and deliver them from the
ocean of suffering.

Since the founding of SBL, its core
principle has always been compassion. So
much so that its auditorium at Level 7 also

carries the name of Guanyin Bodhisattva. As



the Treatise On Perfection Of Great Wisdom
(KBEIS) states, ‘Compassion is the
root of the Buddha path.” Our fundamental
practice of Buddhism also stems from
cultivating compassion. We learn from
Guanyin Bodhisattva to have the spirit of
compassion for eliminating the suffering
of sentient beings. We strive to emulate
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s universal and
unconditional compassion, to have profound
empathy for all sentient beings. Ultimately,
like Guanyin Bodhisattva, we aspire to
attain enlightenment, return from Amitabha
Buddha’s Pure Land to the Saha world with
compassion, to deliver all sentient beings

from suffering.

Ten Directions’ Dining Hall

As mealtime approaches, be sure
to visit the Ten Directions’ Dining Hall at
Basement 1 for a vegetarian meal. The hall
provides three free vegetarian meals for the
public daily.

The reconstructed hall has a refreshed
look. Teachings of the Buddha and various

Pure Land Patriarchs are visible in all corners,

gently nourishing the heart like fine Dharma
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rain. At the far end is a serene patio garden
with a Borobudur-styled Buddha statue
sheltered under a man-made Bodhi tree.

As the weather changes between
sunshine and rain as time flows, clouds in
the sky are sometimes bright and clear, and
sometimes dark and sombre—mirroring
fluctuations of the heart in worldly life.
When feeling physically and mentally
exhausted, why not step in to SBL? Itis a
sanctuary for the spirit, where you can lay
down the burdens of life. One needs not do
anything or think much. Soak yourself in the
sunlight, listen to the wind and observe the
rainfall. Without any attachments, one will
feel unburdened and at ease.

As one mind gradually quietens and
settles, listen mindfully to the blessed
six-worded ‘Namo Amituofo’ chant in the
background, and uncover the profound
truths of life and death.

SBL keeps its doors open to all sentient
beings. Here, one can hear Dharma teachers
elucidate the Buddhist scriptures, study
in the tranquil and comfortable library,
and attend talks by well-known local and
foreign speakers. There are also occasional
classes on calligraphy, watercolour
painting, sutra-chanting and more. Families
with children can also register for the
Miaojie Children & Youth Dharma class or
exploration camps.

SBL awaits your arrival. Let us meet
here and embark on an immersive journey

into Buddhist culture together. /il
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In Spring King’s First Month
In spring king’s first month is new year’s day,
with greetings for the new year, and every family setting up feasts.
The ten thousand households with music and songs walk happily on the earth,
filling the streets, as the brilliant moon above is the lamp in the heavens.

This present scenery is difficult to be good long,
with the scenes outside of disasters, in Pure Land naturally not changing.

The Land Of Nurturing Peace is our homeland without candles,
with every branch illuminating one another, and treasure ponds’ lotuses too.

ok Y 2

WA _AKES, BRRFEIAE.
EBERAWE, RENERS .
BEWEEE) LS, AMHNESTR.
SR 2 EMML, CETREMM.

When The Time Is That Of The Second Month
When the time is that of the second month, with scenery worthy of flaunting,

this is good for mindfulness of Amituofo, when enjoying the scenery with flowers.

As light white pear flowers first break into clusters,

light yellow poplar and willow suddenly sprout buds.

With faint smoke, thin mists and oriole chicks in inns,
fine rain, gentle breezes and swallows in homes.

Competing to resemble our homeland’s beautiful ground in Pure Land, with
seven layers of lined trees speaking the Dharma with kalavinkas.

2 ik

=ARHEBRY, AUTHRERT?
WENXEARED, +BILNRIZ.
ERrEERl, RHAGHHES .
WoBEREKE, BAXSHEK.

The Third Month’s Clear And Bright Festival
The third month’s Clear And Bright Festival, at a glance of the eye passes by,
with grieving hearts without choice, is sorrow for whom?
Filling cities with winds and rain, singing voices are few,
while ten lis of mountain graves’ cries and echoes are many.

Take early advantage, while alive, to cultivate pure karma,
to not cause, when approaching death, resentment of King Yama.

The homeland’s spring’s colours in Pure Land still long exist,
when thinking, seeing its lotus flowers spreading with green waves.

BIRT—HEBEXIM <RIBS
Pure Land Tradition’s 11th Patriach Great Master Xing’an
(Poems On Encouragement To Cultivate The Pure Land Path)
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One-Day Amituofo Mindfulness Retreat

/

838 Time:
9:00 am-7:00 pm

BHA Date:

22.02.25 (F7x Sat)

s Venue:
BPiE (AR Bhadrapala Hall (L5)

#% 1B Register online:
tiny.cc/sblfy222

FHE2REEIEE TS Or fill form at Level 2’s counter

SEEEIR To note:

(1) BESH/\XFHM Voluntary observance of the Eight Precepts
(2) EB&§5L87K Please bring lay robe and/or Dharma robe

(3) RIHFRENERE LB RIBEAD Successful applicants will be notified by SMS

_@_ BimyEPEEUR LK  The Singapore Buddhist Lodge
‘«{,ﬂ‘ v 17-19 Kim Yam Road Singapore 239329 » 6737 2630 » www.sbl.org.sg ® sbl@sbl.org.sg

“@ youtube.com/sbl1934 ¢ t.me/sbl1934 e tiny.cc/sbl1934 ¢ fb.com/sbl1934 e instagram.com/sbl1934




BL™M20255F5&5) THE LODGE’S 2025 EVENTS

BB DATE 2R[FG LUNAR DATE 5&5) EVENTS
BR A R E TR AP FTIL I CNY Eve's Bell-Tolling Ceremony For Eliminating Of Disasters &

28,9125 T=RtN KL 1015pm Receiving Of Blessings To Welcome The New Year
29.01.25 EB¥— FRENE P A Matrieya Bodhisattva’s Sacred Birthday & Great Compassion Repentance
30.01.25 EB¥M— AT Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva Repentance
31.01.25 EBR¥Y= #IfIF Medicine Buddha Repentance
02.02.25 - 15.02.25 FBYRZE+H/\ B #5%ES Ten Thousands Buddhas Dharma Assembly
06.02.25 EBYN #tX Offering To Heavenly Beings
09.03.25 —Btwt Y& Ruyi Meal Offering
18.03.25 —B+h It EEFERE (6B, BRIK) Guanshiyin Bodhisattva’s Sacred Birthday (Offering To Buddhas /
Conferring & Receiving Of Threefold Refuge)
25.03.25-14.04.25 —BUANE=Btt BI85 Qingming Dharma Assembly
14-16.03.25 “B+RE+t &= (8—3) Three-Day Amituofo Mindfulness Retreat (Ist Run)
To Be Determined #HE BEE ()4, pSAH) Bursary (Primary & Secondary Levels)
05.05.25 mEm)\ &m&gmﬁ (0: 2N 'E.B&ﬁm) Sakyamuni Buqdhufs Sacred Birthday (Offering To The Buddhas /
Conferring & Of Receiving Threefold Refuge With Five Precepts)
11.05.25 me+m| f&47 Light Transference Ceremony
12.05.25 mA+H PETNI. #t6h Vesak Celebration & Offering To The Buddhas
01.06.25-21.06.25 RBRA = UK HIsEL Avatamsaka Dharma Assembly
25-27.07.25 BEABYN—E = B #= (83 Three-Day Amituofo Mindfulness Retreat (2nd Run)
13.07.25 IN-E Mt SEFERED (1#{98\ Hﬁﬁk_)veuanshiyin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment Day (Offering To The
Buddhas / Conferring & Receiving Of Threefold Refuge)
23.08.25-21.09.25 tB—E=1 i AR Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva Dharma Assembly
06.09.25 tB+ha #BREDQ (BtB) Day Of Buddha's Rejoice (Offering To The Buddhas)
21.09.25 tB=+ i £ == X1 Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva Sacred Birthday
22.09.25 J\B#¥— BXSfit#8 Offering To The Buddhas
6.10.25-12.10.25 IN\B+A = tH— KB & Water-Land Dharma Assembly
17-19.10.25 J\BtR ZE t/\ g = (8= Three-Day Amituofo Mindfulness Retreat (3rd Run)
30.10.25-19.11.25 B+ E=1+ #Af%ES Medicine Buddha Dharma Assembly
To Be Determined #/E BN% & (KEA) Bursary (Tertiary Levels)
08.11.25 e+ Mt FEFEHRE (M‘R\ &ﬁ?)veuanshigin Bodhisattva’s Renunciation Day (Offering To The
Buddhas / Conferring & Receiving Of Threefold Refuge)
19.11.25 nE=+ #x. gjummm (#tf) Offering To Heavenly Beings & Medicine Buddha’s Sacred Birthday
(Offering To The Buddhas)
20.12.25-03.01.26 +—BRY—=+h T8 %5 %55 Immeasurable Life Dharma Assembly
26.12.25-01.01.26 +—B¥t E+= & @+ Seven-Day Amituofo Mindfulness Retreat
03.01.26 +—B+A #tX Offering To Heavenly Beings
04.01.26 +—B+ f£17 Light Transference Ceremony
05.01.26 +—Bt+t Eﬂ%ﬂtmm (#t88. =8R A7) Amitabha Buddha’s Sacred Birthday (Offering To The Buddhas /
onferring & Receiving Of Threefold Refuge With Five Precepts)
26.01.26 +—B/\ Bil& BHaED (#i48) Sakyamuni Buddha’s Enlightenment Day (Offering To The Buddhas)
\
BIBL0YEZR DAILY CHANTING SCHEDULE
B3 DAY @ TIME &5 EVENTS
B—Z=E8 Bl 5:30am | i Morning Chanting : &%‘3?5 — FEPISRAEE / B — H/H'}\ﬁ
Monday -Sunday TF &00pm | B Evening Chanting' | Q0 L Chant b6 Buddas” Text
Ever?\j\%ﬁn%sdqg et 7:00 pm | E[J5. FE Chapter On Universal Door, Aspiration Prayer
Eveﬁ%ﬁlﬁdcg T4FF 2:00 pm | ER{TEG Chapter On Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s Practices & Vows
SERS +F 9.:30 am EE&EEE@ Chapter On Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s Practices & Vows
Every Sunday 4 10..45 am | 48 Off_enng To The Buddhas
T4 2:00pm | #£RIZL Diamond Sutra
HEFE 4 9:30am | {&{EBEETIE According To The Buddha / Bodhisattva’s Sacred Birthday Chanting Arrangement
Every Buddha/Bodhisattva’s 4 10:45am | {448 Offering To The Buddhas
Sacred Birthday T4 2:00pm | #&@HFETIE According To The Buddha / Bodhisattva’s Sacred Birthday Chanting Arrangement

FEY—, +Hh F4F 9:30am | £RI£ Diamond Sutra
1st & 15th Day Of Every Lunar Month 4 10:45am | 4444 Offering To The Buddhas

SENRBE—RBE— T4 2:00 pm | £RI& Diamond Sutra
First & Last Sunday Of Every Lunur Month T4 4:00 pm B (A3ENF) Evening Chanting (Great Compassion Repentance)
BARRBRE % 9:30am | R4 Diamond Sutra
Every Public Holiday 4 10:45am | 4{ Offering To The Buddhas
ZB¥)\ (BlEEHERE)
—Bta (Eﬂﬂ&%%ﬁ&e)
AEN= (FREFX _ ) _
8th Day Of 2nd Lunar Month & 9:30am | ER{TR& Chapter On Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s Practices & Vows
(Sakyamuni Buddha's Renunciation Day) | 4 10:45 am | ##{# Offering To The Buddhas
15th Day Of 2nd Lunar Month T4 2:00 pm | ML Diamond Sutra

(Sakyamuni Buddha’s Parinirvana Day)
3rd Day Of 6th Lunar Month
(Skanda Bodhisattva’s Sacred Birthday)

" 7 B (BE(HRE) Amituofo Mindfulness Practice
T 1:00 bm 5700 o (At Buddha Mindfuiness Hall, Level 5)

AIHEARANE, BIBHLES, ZMIBWHIGESRAL, AT ITREEID RIRWIE «BIHE> —2.
For the convenience of devotees, the Lodge has set up altars with tablets for praying for blessings, increasing of merits, eliminating of disasters
and extending of life. Devotees may also book private recitations of the Medicine Buddha Sutra by Venerables.

U EEREEER, EUSHMIERAESEATSBIME X Please check the Lodge’s website and notice boards for any last-minute changes to the above information
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