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This illuminated manuscript of the Amitabha Sitra, is one of the foundational text of Pure Land Buddhism. It is an album made of indigo-dyed
paper in a concertina format and its cover is decorated with a motif of three mandala flowers with vines drawn with gold and silver. The title of
the siitra is written at the center of the front cover. The siitra text is inscribed in silver while the frontispiece, which depicts Amitabha Buddha
delivering a sermon to his followers, is elaborately drawn in gold inside a border composed of diamond scepters (vajra). The entire illustration
denotes the palace of Pure Land by depicting a palace building with decorative tiles and 'treasure trees arranged around the principal Buddha.
The extremely delicate and dense golden lines show that this illuminated manuscript was produced in the Korean Goryeo period (918-1392). The
final chapter contains a dedicatory inscription revealing that the manuscript was produced in 1341 by a monk named Chong-go (B&#) who, was

probably a professional scribe.
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Photo: © The Trustees of the British Museum
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Painted by Katd Nobukiyo (f#{=%) in 1796. Descent of the Amitabha Buddha EE% EENEIBY E%j]:r—ﬂf_ﬂ(?ﬁﬁ; k! &

with two Bodhisattvas ¢ The Amitabha Buddha is shown as descending on

a cloud accompanied by the Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva (Guanshiyin) and i&%m, @é’:%):_uﬁo $ﬂj]'lﬁ'_tk, @9{'

Mahasthamaprapta Bodhisattva (Dashizhi). The entire painting — outlines,

drapery and colour areas — is composed of tens of thousands of spidery written Zﬁiif?_-?-, @%%E@E'
characters quoting text from the three great satras of the Pure Land tradition.

Photo: © The Trustees of the British Museum. ]%%Wg/IRBE'T% l @
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Photo: Yuting Gao (Pexel)
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As a therapy assistant in a community
hospital since 2010, I have encountered

different patients in various settings. My
last transfer was to a palliative care ward.

[ have been there since. Palliative care was
emotionally and physically draining for me
at the beginning. As time passes, I find it
meaningful to journey with patients till their
last breaths. Sometimes we spend more time
with them and know their likes and dislikes
better than their family members. Below are

some of the cases I want to share:

Case 1:

Mr L's family members are Buddhists. They
have taken refuge in the Triple Gems, but not
Mr L. His son and wife would visit and recite
the Buddha's name (P ¥R PEfh, Amitu6fs) and
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transfer the merits to Mr L. I talked to his wife

and found out that they were having caregiver
stress. Because of his pain, he was bedridden
and his family had to attend to all his needs.
Over time, I became friends with Mr L and
he often called me '3%:[' (caixin). It is an easy
nickname for him and his family to remember.
If it is pronounced wrongly, it becomes 'Ff
L' (kaixin). On good days we would do bed
exercises, talk, or chant Amitu6fé. One day, he
agreed to have his bed moved outside the ward.
The purpose was for him and his wife to have
their photos taken in a new setting and in some
privacy. He was delighted to take photos again.
Everyday his homework was to recite
'Amitu6fé'. Sometimes I would ask: 'Is everything
prepared, are there any last wishes not fulfilled?'

Finally, he was well enough to be discharged



before any further deterioration as his final wish
was to return home. His last words to me before
discharge were 'l will meet you in Pure Land as

agreed'. | was touched by his words.

Case 2:

Mr K could not accept his diagnosis. He
hoped he would get well. But time was not on
his side. He was a monk for a short while in
Malaysia before getting sick.

The most common question patients ask
is 'Why me?' He said it was unfair. [ asked him
why he thought that since he had been through
Buddhist practice. He paused in silent. His
symptoms got worse week after week.

Anxiety, confusion and breathlessness
were his greatest enemies. Mr K believed in
retribution. [ advised him to recite 'Amitu6fo’
and let go of his guilt towards his family. At
night he hallucinated. He told us he would see
someone at the door. My feelings were that
those were his karmic creditors (B2 {5 E),
there to disturb him. His caregiver would let him
listen to 'Amitu6fé' chants on his phone.

As usual I pray to Buddha to ease my
patients’ suffering and for them to develop faith,
aspiration and practice to be reborn in the Pure
Land. My prayer might have been heard. Mr K
died peacefully that night after we left work.

Case 3:

Mdm T was a Buddhist. She sought refuge
in the Triple Gems. She said if she died, she
wanted to be in the layperson's robe which she
brought when she was admitted. She was upset
that she had lost control of her life because
of cancer. Building rapport and making her
comfortable is my priority. After a few therapy
sessions, she opened up. She needed trust

before opening up to someone. Her resentment
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towards her father was let go during her poem-
writing sessions. She always held onto a chain
of beads and reciting the Buddha's name. She

passed on peacefully in a nursing home.

Case 4:

Mdm G's son committed suicide while she
was in the hospital. She was depressed, not eating
properly, and not sleeping at night. When I took
over her case, I noticed that her eyes welled up
at times. [ found the appropriate moment and
asked what distressed her. She told me what had
happened. She prayed to Guanyin but did not
know how to recite her name (B 7c RGN tH &
E7%).  wrote it down on paper and told her she
could pray to the Bodhisattva for her remaining
children's well-being. Her well-being slowly
improved and she slept at night. She was thankful

and discharged when well enough.

Case 5:

The last case is about me. Little things got
on my nerves before I joined palliative care. Ever
since | met and listened to a short teaching from
a nun who visited patients every two weeks
before Covid-19, [ have mellowed. Recently
when [ started to recite the Buddha's name and
became a vegetarian, I noticed an even more
significant change in my temper. My anger is

now controlled by thinking first.

Editor's Note:

Therapy assistant's jobs at palliative care
wards can be tough but rewarding. However, to
share the Pure Land teachings with fellow sick
Buddhists is even more gratifying. In the text by
Great Master Yinguang's Three Great Essentials
When Approaching Death (I 2$=KE), he
taught us the most appropriate attitude to have
when sick and approaching death. D
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What did the Buddha say about money?
Below is what I found from my online

research.

Before we go there, let us establish one
fundamental point. Buddhism is a teaching on
the attainment of happiness. The core teachings
of the Buddha is about the elimination of duhkha
or suffering, and the ultimate goal is to get out
of Samsara, or the cycle of rebirth, to a state of
unborn so that we can achieve ultimate bliss.

To achieve that goal, there has to be total
renunciation of all things in this world. Only by
eliminating our cravings and attachments to
things in this world will we not be reborn into
the six realms and can we get out of Samsara.

So that is the higher order of happiness or
bliss that most Buddhists aspire to.

But the Buddha is a pragmatist as well. He
understands that total renunciation is very difficult
for most people. We are creatures of desires. He

is also very much aware of the fact that economic
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stability is essential for a person's welfare and
happiness in this world if one does not practice
total renunciation and becomes a member of
the sangha. And so he also taught ways to attain
happiness in this life as a householder.

The Buddha's prescriptions for prosperity
and happiness are always laced with liberal doses
of ethics and significant emphasis on spiritual
development as well. Even as the Buddha tells
us how to amass wealth in order to attain
happiness in this life, he also stresses that all
material wealth is but transient. While economic
welfare is a requisite for basic human happiness
in this transient life of ours, moral and spiritual
development are requisites for a deeper happy,
peaceful and contented life and for the attainment
of ultimate bliss in Nibanna or Western Pure Land
whichever your aspirations may be.

So, what exactly did the Buddha say about
money and happiness (sukha)?

Continue on page 56 »
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Side Bits:
'‘Buddhism is a religion and philosophy that
originated in ancient India, and it emphasises
the importance of achieving enlightenment
through meditation and the practice of
mindfulness. One of the fundamental teachings
of Buddhism is the concept of impermanence,
which refers to the idea that everything in the
world is constantly changing and nothing is
permanent. This includes material possessions,
such as money.

In Buddhism, money is seen as a necessary
tool for supporting oneself and one's family,
but it is not considered a source of happiness
or fulfilment. In fact, the pursuit of wealth
and material possessions is often viewed as
a hindrance to spiritual development and
enlightenment. This is because the pursuit of
money can lead to attachment, greed, and other
negative emotions that can cloud the mind and
prevent a person from achieving inner peace.

Instead of focusing on material wealth,

Buddhists are encouraged to cultivate inner

qualities such as compassion, generosity, and

wisdom. By practicing these virtues, a person
can develop a deeper sense of fulfilment and

purpose that transcends material wealth.

Editor's Note: Above, as generated by ChatGPT, has too many generalisations about Buddhism,
lacking accuracy and precision, with words that need clarification. For example, impermanence
is not a concept but truth. Asceticism is virtuous in Buddhism, as a practice of frugality but

not extreme asceticism. No world religion, including Buddhism, advocates poverty. There was
no mention of the Noble Eightfold Path's Right Livelihood, which is the moral way for making

a living. There are a few methods of dana (giving), the highest being giving of the Dharma

as it leads to transcendence of the fleeting and unsubstantial. All religions utilise money for
sustenance. Monastics need utilities and monasteries have bills to pay too. Without the help of
lay disciples throughout the centuries, Buddhism would not flourish well then and until now.
Buddhism advocates the Middle Path. A scrooge is not better than a squanderer. One in between,
spending meaningfully within means is a balanced Buddhist.

A5 S R E ik DAILY DHARMA

However, it is important to note that
Buddhism does not necessarily advocate for
poverty or asceticism. Rather, it teaches that
money should be earned and used in a way that
is ethical and beneficial to oneself and others.
This means avoiding harmful activities such as
gambling or exploiting others for financial gain.

In Buddhism, there are also teachings on
the practice of dana, which means generosity.
This involves giving freely and without
expectation of receiving anything in return. The
act of giving is seen as a way to cultivate a sense
of connection and compassion towards others,
and it can help to reduce feelings of attachment
and greed.

Overall, Buddhism and money are not
incompatible, but rather the way in which
money is viewed and used is different than in
many other cultures. Money is not seen as the
ultimate goal or source of happiness, but rather
as a means to support oneself and others in a
way that is ethical and aligned with Buddhist
principles. By cultivating inner qualities such
as compassion and generosity, a person can
find greater fulfilment and happiness in life,

regardless of their financial situation.'
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..continue from page 54

In the Anguttara Nikaya, it is recorded that:

Then the householder Anathapindika went
up to the Blessed One, saluted him, and sat down
at one side. As he was sitting thus at one side,
the Blessed One said this to Anathapindika — the
great banker, one of Buddha's most devoted lay
disciples who founded for Him the celebrated
Jetavana monastery at Savatthi:

'Householder, there are these four kinds of
happiness to be won from time to time by a lay
person who enjoys sense-pleasures.

What are the four? (1) The happiness of
ownership (atthi sukha); (2) The happiness of
enjoyment (bhoga sukha); (3) The happiness of
debtlessness (anana sukha); (4) The happiness of
blamelessness (anavajja sukha).

And what, householder, is the happiness of
ownership (atthi sukha)?

Here, householder, a noble youth has wealth
gained by work and zeal, gathered by the strength
of arm, earned by the sweat of the brow, justly
obtained in a lawful way. At the thought, "Wealth
is mine gained by work and zeal, gathered by the
strength of arm, earned by the sweat of the brow,
justly obtained in a lawful way," happiness comes to
him, joy comes to him.

This, householder, is the happiness of
ownership.'

In other words, the happiness of ownership
comes from wealth accumulated through honest
work and right livelihood. It is not wealth
derived from dealing in unethical business
for example in the sale of harmful weapons,
dealing in the slaughter of animals and sale of
flesh, liquor or human beings (e.g. slavery and
prostitution) and the sale of poisons. It is not
wealth gained from deceit, or from purveying
misinformation, etc. One should not jeopardise

the interests of others in order to gain
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wealth; one must not deprive another of what
legitimately belongs to him/her.

'In fact, the Buddha stated that the wealth of
those who amass it without intimidating others, like
a roving bee who gathers honey without damaging
flowers, will increase in the same way as does an
anthill.’

Put another way, one should not make
money at others' expense, and at the expense of
the environment. As long as one is able to serve
the needs of others, one will be provided for.

'‘And what, householder, is the happiness of
enjoyment (bhoga sukha)?

Here, householder, a noble youth has wealth thus
gained, both enjoys his wealth and does meritorious
deeds. At the thought, "By means of wealth thus
gained, | both enjoy my wealth and do meritorious
deeds," happiness comes to him, joy comes to him.

This, householder, is the happiness of
enjoyment.’

In this instance, happiness can be enjoyed
by utilising the wealth earned via legitimate and
moral means liberally for oneself, one's family,
friends, relatives and for wholesome deeds.

The Buddha said that a person who spends
his/her money in a wise and generous manner
on themselves and their family and others in
need, as well as to do meritorious deeds 'can
be compared to a lovely lake with clear, blue, cold,
delicious, crystalline water which lies near a village or
township from which people can draw water, drink
from it, bathe in it and use it for any other purpose.’

However, 'sometimes wealth causes certain
people to be miserly. The Buddha remarked that
riches "that are not rightly utilised run to waste, not
to enjoyment" and compares such a person to a lake
of pure water lying in an inaccessible savage region.'

There is this story I heard from one of my
dharma classes. The story has it that in ancient

India, there lived a man. He lived a very spartan



life. Only after he passed away did people discover
that he had stashed away a great deal of wealth. It
was subsequently explained by the Buddha that
the man had given dana (offering) to the sangha
in one of his earlier lives. That earned him positive
karma which resulted in him being blessed with
wealth in this life. But the thing is, after he had
given the dana, he regretted it. So that created a
negative karma, which resulted in him not being
able to enjoy his wealth despite having it.

So in giving, we have to have the right
intention — giving with the intention of
accumulating positive karma is not exactly the
right intention. Give because we want to share
the joy, give because we think others can benefit
from it. And always rejoice in the act of giving.

'"And what, householder, is the happiness of
debtlessness (anana sukha)?

Here, householder, a noble youth owes no
debt, great or small, to anyone. At the thought, "I
owe no debt, great or small, to anyone," happiness
comes to him, joy comes to him.

This, householder, is the happiness of

debtlessness.'
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But speaking as a finance professional in
this material world, [ would say that not all
borrowings are bad, especially in a low interest
rate environment. Loan is a way for someone to
acquire an asset he or she cannot afford right
now, based on his/her future projected income.
Debt or borrowing enables people to have a
roof over their heads, to become entrepreneurs
before they possess the necessary funds to pay
for them outright. The key is not to over-borrow.

As for other forms of debts, i.e. favours or
good deeds that we have received from others, it
is my opinion we should repay all these when we
can. In this instance, debtlessness is happiness.

'"And what, householder, is the happiness of
blamelessness?

Here, householder, a noble youth is endowed
with blameless actions of body, blameless actions of
speech, blameless actions of mind. At the thought,
"I am endowed with blameless actions of body,
blame-less actions of speech, blameless actions of
mind," happiness comes to him, joy comes to him.

This, householder, is the happiness of

blamelessness.'

—

"'“..

-".

Photo: dashu83 (Freepik)

Wit DharmaWave | 57



SR hE ik DAILY DHARMA

So this is about living a faultless, and pure life
without committing evil thoughts, words or deeds.

These, householder, said the Buddha, are the
four kinds of happiness to be won from time to
time by a lay person who enjoys sense-pleasures.

The Buddha then divided the four
happiness into two parts. The first three —
happiness of ownership, happiness of enjoyment
and happiness of debtlessness as one part, and
happiness of blamelessness as another part.

Those who ‘see with wisdom know that the
former three types of happiness combined are not
worth a sixteenth part (i.e. a tiny fraction) of the
happiness of blamelessness.'

Here you can see the importance the
Buddha placed on moral and spiritual
development over the pursuit of happiness
arising from wealth in this life.

So how should a lay person go about
amassing wealth that is conducive to happiness?
This is what the Buddha shared with Dighajanu.

Dighajanu was a man who once visited the
Buddha and said, 'Venerable Sir, we are ordinary
laymen enjoying sensuality; living crowded with
spouses and children; using Kasi fabrics and
sandalwood,; wearing garlands, scents, and creams;
handling gold & silver. Would the Blessed One teach
us some doctrines which will be conducive to our
happiness in this world and hereafter?

The Buddha told him that there are four things
which are conducive to a man's happiness in this world.

He should be skilled, efficient, earnest, and
energetic in whatever profession he is engaged, and
he should know it well (utthana-sampada).’

That is, be good in what you do. Strive to be
masters in your own fields.

'The Buddha also observed that in acquiring
wealth one should not be deterred by cold, heat,
flies, mosquitoes, wind, sun, creeping things,

dying of hunger and thirst but that one should be
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prepared to endure all these difficulties. In short,
being idle and shirking hardships is not the best way
to succeed in gaining happiness and prosperity.'

He must strive to protect his income, which he
has thus earned righteously, with the sweat of his
brow, from thieves and natural disasters (arakkha-
sampada).'

That is, beware of thefts and the various
get-rich-quick or investment scams out there.
And buy insurance.

'He must have good friends (kalyana-mitta)
who are faithful, learned, virtuous, generous and
intelligent, who will help him along the right path
away from evil.

He should spend reasonably, in proportion to
his income, neither too much nor too little, i.e., he
should not hoard wealth avariciously (greedily) nor
should he be extravagant.'

In other words, he should live within his means
(sama-jivikata). He must not be unduly elated or
dejected in the face of gain or loss. So if you strike
Toto, do not be overly elated. And if you lose some
money in the stock market, or you have to foot an
unexpected expense, do not be too dejected either!
In another article, this part is also elaborated as, a
man is advised not to waste his wealth like shaking
a fig tree to get one fruit, in the process causing all
the fruits on the tree — ripe and unripe — to fall to
the ground and go to waste. This, I think, is akin to
some very rich people who pledged their assets to
the bank to get loans in order to buy into structured
products they do not understand with the aim of
getting more return. When the structured products
blow up, they could lose a big chunk of what they
owned! Nor is one advised to hoard wealth without
enjoying it and stint on everything from food to
healthcare, not unlike the man in the story earlier.
This item is about being reasonable and sensible in
our relationship with money. D

To be continued in next issue...
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Faith in Guanyin Bodhisattva (1)

By Wén Jinyu

ears ago, [ read a 1976 thesis by an academic, Zhéng Séngyi on Guanyin
YBodhisattva. Its subtitle reads, Half Of Asia’s Faith, which discusses
widespread faith in Guanyin Bodhisattva. Subsequently, I came across
Professor YU Jinfang’s research paper and learned that this faith extends
beyond East Asia, permeating Asia. With Buddhism spreading to the West,
Guinyin Bodhisattva became a well-known figure in Europe and America.
"Pray at a thousand places and get responses at a thousand places. In
suffering's ocean constantly as a ship for delivering people.” Being
an icon of compassion, Guanyin Bodhisattva seeks out sounds of
those praying to save them. Manifesting as a universal Dharma
door, not only benefitting people in the present, also rescuing them
from suffering and difficulties. Similarly, one may be reborn in Pure
Land for deliverance, to realise Bodhi. Professor Y felt that, before
Guanyin Bodhisattva, no native Chinese deities had the above abilities.
Furthermore, before Guanyin Bodhisattva, there were female deities,
but none became a significant subject of faith. Therefore, at that time,
there was a spiritual void within Chinese society, which was filled by faith

in Guanyin Bodhisattva.

1. Every Household Knows Guanyin Bodhisattva
Within Mahayana Buddhism, Guanyin Bodhisattva is the most well-
known Bodhisattva. 'Every household knows Guanshiyin Bodhisattva and every
family knows Amitabha Buddha' can be considered a true depiction. A Chinese
might not have heard of Sakyamuni Buddha, there is no one who has not heard of
Guanyin Bodhisattva. Faith in Guanyin Bodhisattva is especially popular among
women and children, deeply rooted in people's hearts. Even today, Guanyin
Bodhisattva's popularity in the cultural circles is irreplaceable. One can say that
Guanyin Bodhisattva's influence and culture exist among the masses. Guanyin
Bodhisattva represents exemplary loving-kindness and compassion and that
rescues from suffering and difficulties, holding the 'flag-bearer’ position among
Bodhisattvas.
What good news can the Buddha's wisdom realised under the Bodhi
tree 2,500 years ago bring to people today? And how much splendor of

< T BIETAE BLRBMEETESR WA
Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara (Guanyin); Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368); dated 1282; China
Photo: The MET (metmuseum.org)
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Guanyin Bodhisattva's glory still remains? In
other words, what kind of inspiration can the
ancient culture related to Guanyin Bodhisattva
bring to people in this modern economy and

society? What is the modern spirit of this culture?

I. Cherishing The Affinity

The most touching saying* related to
Guanyin Bodhisattva depicts loving-kindness
and compassion from non-discriminating great
love. Where there is a disaster, there is Guanyin
Bodhisattva. Regardless of caste, ethnicity,
nationality, profession, skin colour, gender or
appearance, as long as one sincerely prays,
Guanyin Bodhisattva will seek sounds of those
praying to save them. When there is connection,
there will be response. Whether close or distant,
there is no barrier between Guanyin Bodhisattva
and everyone. All are treated equally, to widely
form good affinities, for universally benefitting
sentient beings. When yet to accomplish the
Buddha path, establish affinities with people first.
With weighty kindness, Guanyin Bodhisattva and

us have the strongest and deepest affinity.

ii. Feeling Gratitude

In the process of promoting Guanyin
Bodhisattva culture, stories of connections and
responses play a crucial role. These countless
connections and responses' records from
ancient times to the present highlight Guanyin
Bodhisattva's universal saving and delivering.
In this way, Chinese become aware of the
connection between them and the Bodhisattva.
All accounts in books and depictions in
classics of connections and responses' records
shaped to form everyone's immediate and real
experiences. Among the stories of Guanyin
Bodhisattva, the most familiar and touching is
the story of the Elderly Mother And Gudnyin.

=8 1512 W DHARMA GEMS

Long ago, there was a rough and impetuous
man. He lived with his elderly mother, but was
never filial to her.

Mount Putué (EPFELL) is Guanyin
Bodhisattva's place of practice, where many
claim that the Bodhisattva often manifests to
share the Dharma. The man thus went there
to pay his respects. Nevertheless, he was
unable to meet the Bodhisattva after he paid
homage. He decided to seek the advice of an
old monk, who said, 'Guanyin Bodhisattva is
away for a few days, and has departed for your
hometown. If you head home now, you will see
the Bodhisattva.' He was shocked and asked,

'Is this true? If I head home now, can I really
see the Bodhisattva? But | have never met the
Bodhisattva. What does the Bodhisattva look
like? How could I recognise the Bodhisattva?'
The monk replied, 'I cannot describe the
Bodhisattva's appearance. I can only tell you
about the dressing. When you reach home, if
you see a person wearing clothes inside-out,
and shoes the wrong way, that is Guanyin
Bodhisattva!'

Eager to meet Guanyin Bodhisattva, the
man rushed home. It was dark when he arrived,
as he knocked on the door hurriedly. (A son who
travels a thousand miles worries the mother.)
Upon hearing her son's return, the mother
rushed to open the door, thus putting on her
coat inside-out, wearing her shoes the wrong
way. When the man saw his mother, he fell to
his knees, wrapped his head in his hands and
cried aloud, 'Mother! As it turns out, you are my
Bodhisattva!' (Actually, the monk was Guanyin
Bodhisattva's manifestation.)

This story speak of this moral—'When at
home, be filial to your parents. Why travel far
to offer incense?' Like that stated in The Siitra
of Forty-Two Sections, 'With food offered to
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good persons, the blessings are most profound
and weighty, yet ordinary persons serving the
heavens' and earth's ghosts and gods, are not
equal to those filial to their parents, as their two
parents are superior to the gods.' This story on
filiality is most easily accepted by the masses,
able to evoke emotional resonance.

Guanyin, The Bestower of Children in China
fulfils the Chinese wish of having many children
for many blessings.

The story of the Elderly Mother And Guanyin
advocates respect of the elderly, and Guanyin,
The Bestower of Children, describes loving the
young with familial affection. Chinese society is
shaped by common clan sentiments and blood-
related kinship of the elderly and young. This is
no longer entirely religious preaching, but more
as moral education.

These compilations of connections and
responses' accounts, from the Eastern Jin
Dynasty to modern times are permeated with
the painstaking efforts and compassion of
countless virtuous predecessors. Such as the
three long-lost earliest versions of Guanyin
Bodhisattva's connection and responses' records
that Professor Siin Changwtii copied from Japan.
Records Of Gudnshiyin's Fulfilment by Fu Liang
of the Eastern Jin Dynasty, Continued Records
Of Guanshiyin's Fulfilment by Zhang Rong
of Song Dynasty and Connected Records
Of Guanshiyin's Fulfilment by Lu Gao of
Qi Dynasty. The more famous ones in
recent times were Records Of Experiences
From Upholding Gudnshiyin Stitra And
Mantra compiled by Zhou Kéfu, Collection
Of Guanyin's Forest Of Loving-Kindness
compiled by Venerable Shi Héngzan,
and Records Of Gudnshiyin's Efficacious
Connections by an unknown author. These

story collections have a huge propagating role
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in promoting the Guanyin Bodhisattva culture

among people.

iii. Ease

In the Collection Of Trusting One's Ears by
Zhang Yiduan of Song Dynasty, it described Song
Emperor Xiaozong, who travelled to pay homage
at Tianzhu and Lingyin Monasteries. At Lingyin
Monastery, he was attended by Venerable
Jinghul. When they came to the 'the peak that
flew here' ("¥>RI&), the Emperor asked, 'Since it
flew here, why did it not fly back?' The Venerable
replied, 'One movement is not as good as
being still once.’ When the Emperor
saw a statue of Guanyin Bodhisattva & I*.
with chanting beads, he asked, "Why “d '

is the Bodhisattva using chanting

beads?' The Venerable answered,
"To be mindful of Guanyin
Bodhisattva.’ Surprised, the
Emperor asked, "Why be mindful
of oneself?’ The Venerable
responded, 'Seeking
others’ help is not as

good as helping
oneself.’ The




Emperor was intrigued. Instead of being mindful
to seek help from Guanyin Bodhisattva, why not
be like the Bodhisattva? The notion of 'seeking
others' help is not as good as helping oneself" is
imparted not only to transform, but also to save
oneself. From another perspective, Buddhism
talks about karmic cause and effect. This is so-
called 'plant good causes to attain good fruits'.
Causes' effects' retributive responses follow like
shadows. One's mighty supernormal powers are
no match for karmic retribution. This cautions
all sentient beings to have a mind of reverence,
to not be careless with arisings of the mind and
moving of thoughts. Purification of the three
karmas is the root for attaining salvation.

Such a concept can be presented through a
variety of art forms, such as dance, opera, stage
play, television, film, animation, calligraphy and
painting exhibitions. These form an all-rounded
and three-dimensional cultural communication
system, covering all groups of people. Some
years ago, the elderly Zhao Puichii said that as
Buddhism is a culture, it is necessary to highlight
its power to gather and receive. Those yet to
have faith will faith, and those who have faith
will be enabled to grow. Dharma rain should
sprinkle everywhere, to transmit right energy.

How can Guanyin Bodhisattva culture
influence popular culture? With great loving-
kindness and compassion saving people
from suffering and difficulties are Guanyin
Bodhisattva's sacred missions, which is also
the banner of faith in Guanyin Bodhisattva. The
Bodhisattva efficaciously connects to and arrives
at places of practice, to eliminate three disasters
and avert eight difficulties. Also to protect

I REAKRHIK AMEETF SR (MIARER)

Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara in Water Moon Form (Shuiyue Guanyin);
Lido dynasty (907-1125); 11th century; China

Photo: The MET (metmuseum.org)
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countries with their benevolent rulers, to bestow
abundant blessings. For modern people, what
are suffering and difficulties? Material problems
might be alleviated, but mental predicaments of
people has grown critical. It is during this period
when competition becomes more intense, that
everyone is under extreme pressure, with lost
values, endless troubles and losses. Humans
are excessively greedy, as we plunder without
end, causing increasingly serious environmental
damage. There is unprecedented expansion of
greed, anger, and delusion. How to protect purity
of the mind to optimise life's structure has
become a serious challenge in modern times.

Guanyin Bodhisattva's way of life can be
a subject for discussion. How can we use the
compassionate mind to observe suffering,
stop ignorance, and weaken greed, to build a
healthy and optimistic attitude, for a simple and
restrained lifestyle, a spiritual home to achieve
positive progress, and group-and-personal
relationships that help one another? Learn to
respect and cherish life, to love and care, to
discover the value and meaning of life.

Guanyin Bodhisattva's way of life is to
awaken attention to the reality of life. This is
so that everyone can activate their energy from
faith. So as to live a meaningfully motivated life.
Guanyin Bodhisattva's way of life is cultural
and spiritual salvation. A 'Guanyin Bodhisattva
Hotline' can be set up for spiritual rescue.
This will help people to ignite wisdom, relieve
spiritual suffering, to feel physically and
mentally safe. Know that 'those with loving-
kindness and compassion have no enemies, and
those with wisdom have no afflictions.' Seek how
to obtain a peaceful life in this fast-paced world,
within this uncertain and cold period, to offer
sincerity, honesty and warmth. D

To be continued in next issue...
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Having false thoughts is the sickness,
and mindfulness of Buddha is the medicine.

Just as chronic sicknesses are not by tablets those able to be cured,
and accumulated false thoughts are not by temporary mindfulness
those able to be eliminated, their principles are one.

Not bothering about other false thoughts fluttering about,
that only precious is mindfulness of Buddha being focused and sincere.
With word by word [of Amituofo’s (FT3RFE{#E) name] distinct and clear,
and line by line continuous, with utmost efforts firmly upholding,
then having inclination towards Pure Land.

With parts of these called seriously accumulated efforts for long,
then suddenly one day having a flash of understanding.

For example, like that sharpening of batons to be needles,
and refining of iron to become strong, this definitely cannot be false.
For entering the path are many Dharma doors,
but only this one door is the most swift shortcut.

It cannot be neglected, cannot be neglected.

AR \EE AR

Pure Land Tradition’s 8th Patriarch Great Master Lianchi
3 «HHPLFRIB»
(Yunqr’s Collected Pure Land Sayings)
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