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2022 (44th Batch) Primary &
Secondary Level Endeayour. _A.ward

IRAHE Awardee: TiF4Z Hong Shi Ting, Geraldine
22K School: IL{LH1% River Valley High School
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y name is Hong Shi Ting, Geraldine, and I am a Secondary 4 student of River Valley High School.
MI will be sharing a bit about my life as a student and how I feel upon receiving this Singapore
Buddhist Lodge Education Foundation (SBLEF)’s Endeavour Award. Firstly, I would like to thank the
latter for granting me this Endeavour Award, as well as my school, teachers, family and friends for
supporting me throughout my journey in River Valley.

My subject combination is triple science and history, the sciences being Chemistry, Biology and
Physics. I have also been learning Japanese as my third language since Secondary 1. I have two CCAs,
Girl Guides and Science Leaders Academy. In Girl Guides, I am a patrol leader and I am in charge of a
group of students from different levels. I try my best to take up as many opportunities as I can to learn
more and to lead more, through taking up temporary leadership roles in planning an activity etc.

[ am very honoured to receive this SBLEF’s Endeavour Award and it has benefited me greatly. It
reduces my family’s burden financially, in terms of school expenses like the purchasing of learning
resources such as the necessary textbooks for learning Japanese. [ am very grateful for this award and
[ will make full use of this by studying hard and striving for excellence, be it academically or not.

Once again, thank you SBLEF for awarding me with this Endeavour Award! D
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hen I was in lower secondary, [ was not a hardworking student and did not pay attention to
my studies. However, as [ entered Secondary 3, I realised that I had to start putting in effort
if | wanted to do better than in the previous years. My academic work has improved steadily and I
achieve better results each year. It makes me happy that my overall grade constantly improves every
year, as it shows that my effort put in is not in vain. Even though there were times that [ wanted to
give up, [ persevered, and my hard work was acknowledged with the Edusave Good Progress Award
in 2021. It made me feel that the effort I put into my work is worth it.

I have also been in the Wushu CCA Exco for three years and am the Vice-Captain of Wushu, assisting
both the teachers and coaches during training. I help by teaching new routines to teammates and often lead
the training sessions too. I would also inform the CCA members about any decisions made by the teachers
and coaches and communicate regularly with the Exco members. Being part of the Exco committee from
Sec 2 to Sec 4, I feel happy that my team members trust me to lead the CCA. When we were preparing
for the Chinese New Year performance, the coaches were not satisfied with our performance as we were
unprepared and messy due to the lack of time. Hence, the Exco team organised an additional rehearsal
to ensure that everyone was prepared. Luckily, the performance was great and we received many
compliments. When I received the EAGLES Award in 2021, I was really proud that my teachers recognised
the efforts I put into the CCA. I am really grateful to receive the SBLEF’s Endeavour Award and I'll continue
to strive to be an even better version of myself. D

10 | %5 DharmaWave
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K#H Awardee: Rinesh Radhakrishnan
4% School: ILXFE#Z Northlight School

IneshiE201BELIESE R, 67856 A0, S |
FF A MO RS E 2R 2 B &

ShEESERBAN—NT, Rineshtbi szt b

S SURERK S BARNSShIBN ST, < 8Y
E2020F WITENFELWITER, FABELRE ‘\
R @AY, RineshtbMIMbHABTZHAFRE 72 |
(TE) MINURARS EARATRE. RineshEALIFHERZ '@ g @5 e = Lo

S R AE S T R AT AR . IR K i
FORME R A S T AL IR AR R B BT ITESR A

FEME, RineshERF E=FNMIRENETETEE. “RAN
WIS, BB —FENREM RS 1R X BRI, PRM AN R R SRR,
HERSEHBRRE F—EBERER.

20224, FHIEEE R HIRIRINesh A ERIF T IR EA S SIHIHIRIZ . % SRR
NASMEI SR A AN BRI IRTE. RineshilisH—ERBEEMILNA, HE
TEfth 5 _ERTBR B M B B IR BRI A RO R

L

inesh enrolled in NorthLight School in 2018. His outgoing personality and willingness to help
Rothers were quickly noticed by his teachers and peers. He was an important part of the School’s
National Civil Defence Cadet Corps Unit and had participated in a few National Day Observance
ceremonies.

Due to his good work and contributions as a Student Councilor, he was selected to be part of the
Student Council Exco in Year 3, serving as a member of the Discipline committee. At this time, he was
also allocated his first choice option for ITE Skills Certificate (ISC) in Mechanical Services. He excelled
in his coursework, built a solid foundation of mechanical skills, displayed great attitude towards
learning and looked set for ITE after the completion of his course.

However, he was struck with cancer towards the end of Year 3. “I was bed-ridden and was unable
to attend school during the one year period of treatment and recuperation. My teachers and friends
continued to keep in contact with me and encouraged me to return to school once I am able to.”

In 2022, Rinesh returned to school on his wheelchair and continued with his mechanical studies.
He continues to inspire his classmates with his drive to keep going and his insistence on not allowing
his current disability to become an excuse. He truly serves as an inspiration to those around him and
perfectly embodies the school spirit of ‘Never give Up. D

\ /— B3 RS AT M IR SR T IR 5 2 =
TMEBEL | To donate to Singapore Buddhist Lodge
Education Foundation, please scan the QR code or visit:

*lﬁhrlﬁ?hlli:l*# uf&ﬁﬁ https://tiny.cc/sbledufdn
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This course progressively built up my
confidence in Pure Land practice.

It gave me a focus and specific direction
with a comprehensive understanding of
rebirth in Pure Land.

— Wong Wai Khin
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y heartfelt appreciations for the

kindness of Singapore Buddhist
Lodge and Venerable Yanxu in teaching
us the Pure Land practice; and fellow
Dharma brothers and sisters to make this
learning even more possible by sharing
of their thoughts and experiences. It is
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e have finally completed the course
despite the challenges presented
by the global pandemic and our daily lives.

Deep gratitude to the Venerable Yanxu for

his compassion and patience in teaching

us through these difficult times.
— AlecHo
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hanks to a Dharma brother, we got to
Tknow this course. The course builds
a strong foundation in Dharma learning
and trains one to have right view for Pure
Land practice from the beginning. NAmo
Amitu6fo!

Lee Lay Cheng & Ong Siok Keng
(Mother & daughter)
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The Benefits Of Namo
Amitabha Buddha
Recitation In Our
Present Life
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Pure Land Dharma Door is commonly presented as an easy path to salvation

through absolute trust in the saving power of Amitabha Buddha. It is often
regarded as a practice for the future.

At the core of Pure Land teachings is the recitation of NAm6 Amitabha Buddha.
Reciters aspire to attain birth in the Western Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss in the next
life by accumulating their practice merits.

Very often, people are unaware or have overlooked that NAmé6 Amitabha
Buddha recitation is also of great benefit in the present life. NAmé Amitabha
Buddha recitation is easy to practise and seems most ordinary. Yet its benefit is
superb.

In this chaotic and unsettled Saha world, life is full of uncertainties and sufferings.
All these arise from the causes and conditions we had created in our past and present
lives. We are bound by the karmic forces and have lots of affliction.

Karma is not a religious belief that only applies to certain religious followers.
Karma is a universal law of cause and effect that affects all sentient beings in
samsara. Our life is affected by this universal law whether we are aware of it or not.
Many things remain outside of our control. Heaving sighs and uttering thousands of
words of complaints are of no benefit.

Instead, we should take refuge in Amitabha Buddha and entrust ourselves
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to Him. By reciting Ndmé Amitabha Buddha,
we purify, dilute or eliminate our negative
karma with the positive karma created through
Amitabha Buddha'’s sharing of His meritorious
virtues (blessings). Recite His name while we
are well and good. It may be too late when our
negative karma has ripened.

The light of Amitabha Buddha envelops the
reciters, and protects us from all the obstacles
in this lifetime and from being reborn in the
suffering samsara. As stated in the Buddhist text
Commentary on Amitabha Sutra <FAISRFELE
7> by Master Lianchi (the Eighth Patriarch
of the Pureland Tradition): Amitabha Buddha
positions Himself constantly above the heads of
those who recite His name and protects them
day and night.

A sincere recitation of NAamé Amitabha
Buddha will lead us to all the wellness in this
present life and afterlife. The light of Amitabha
Buddha permeates all directions, embracing
those who recite His name. All who call upon His
name shall be received and not be abandoned.

What is so special about His name? His
name 'Amitabha’ contains vast merits, virtues
and compassion. His merits are so vast that all
who invoke His name can benefit from Namoé
Amitabha Buddha. Amitabha Buddha is also
known as 'The Buddha of Immeasurable Light
and Life'. His name contains all the wellness,
good wealth, good health, great wisdom etc. It
is ordinary, yet profound. Reciters are blessed
with all the wellness in this life and afterlife.

Major adversity will be reduced to minor
obstacles, and minor obstacles into nothingness.
Misfortune will be transformed into good
fortune, peril into safety etc.

We are the builder of our life and
responsible for our well-being. Be kind to

ourselves. The ignorant seeks refuge in
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unenlightened beings. The wise seeks refuge

in enlightened being, NAmé6 Amitabha Buddha.
When the supreme being is chosen, the blessing
will be supreme too.

All our negative emotions emerge from the
untamed minds. Recite NAmé Amitabha Buddha
to stay calm and stay peaceful to counteract the
world of turmoil. When the mind is calm and
at peace, everything will be serene. When the
mind is uneasy, everything is in turmoil. Recite
Namo Amitabha Buddha, practise the Dharma to
change how you see and see how you change.

There is a Buddhist saying, 'one spark
of merit is worth more than a mountain of
effort.' Therefore, it is crucially important to
accumulate merit. Otherwise, our life will be
an arduous journey. The merits and virtues
accrued from the recitation of Ndm6 Amitabha
Buddha far surpass all the good deeds. But don't
be mistaken. Pure Landers also observe the
precepts and practise the good deeds which are
beneficial to sentient beings. These are in line
with the Pure Land teachings.

Though we are embraced by Amitabha
Buddha's protective lights, sometimes reciters
may still encounter unpredictable incidents
that inflict pain upon us. We are staying in the
Saha world — a world requiring forbearance
and endurance. Beings in the Saha world are
subject to four stages of sufferings: birth, old age,
sickness and death. Without His name, things
may be worse, for Amtibaha Buddha has reduced
or eliminated our countless karmic offences and
the sufferings in samsara. Sakyamuni Buddha had
advised us to recite Ndmd Amitabha Buddha to
be free from sufferings by attaining birth in the
Western Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss.

Every recitation of NAmé Amitabha Buddha
is our rendezvous with the Buddha. Every

recitation is auspicious. Amitabha Buddha is in
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His name. It is worth investing our time and effort to recite His name.
; This change our destiny with NAamé Amitabha Buddha recitation. In
the boundless ocean of the sufferings of birth and death, there is Amitabha
Buddha's compassion vessel named The Great Vow. The Great Vow will help
us sail smoothly through this present life and sail to the Western Pure Land of
Ultimate Bliss in our afterlife, relieving us from all the sufferings in samsara.
[tis stated in the Buddhist text the Collection on Ten Thousand Goodness
Returning Together < J32[G35Y by Master Yongming Yanshou (the
Sixth Patriarch of the Pure Land Tradition) that those who recite Amitabha

Buddha's name with utmost sincerity will derive ten great benefits:

1. Day and night, they enjoy the invisible protection of all celestial beings,
powerful deities and their 'multitudes of retinues'.
: oo 2. Twenty-five great Bodhisattvas, including Bodhisattva Avalokite$vara (Kuan
ector: SO Yin) and all other Bodhisattvas, constantly keep them in mind and protect them;

3. They enjoy the continuous support and protection of Buddhas; Amitabha
Buddha emits constant light to gather them;

No evil demons, ferocious animals, poisonous snakes or the like can harm them;

5. They do not meet with calamities such as drowning, burning or other violent
deaths, nor do they encounter such punishment as being shackled and
imprisoned;

6. Previous evil karma is gradually dissipated; the spirits of those whom they
have killed in past lives are liberated and no longer seek revenge;

7. They have restful sleep or dream of auspicious events or see the supremely
wonderful body of Amitabha Buddha;

8. Their minds are always joyful and at peace, their complexions clear and
bright, their bodies filled with energy and strength; whatever they undertake
generally will succeed;

9. They are always honoured and assisted by others, and are gladly given the
same respect reserved for Buddhas;

10. At the time of death, they would not experience fright, as the right thoughts
would manifest themselves. If they vow to be reborn in Amitabha Buddha's
Western Pure Land, at their last breath when they are still mindful of
Amitabha's name, they would witness Amitabha Buddha and the Holy
Assembly come to receive them to the Western Pure Land — Land of Ultimate
Bliss. There, they can free themselves from the suffering of continuous

rebirths. It is also a land where they can finally attain Buddhahood.

Experiencing is believing.
Stay connected with Amitabha Buddha. Stay peaceful. Stay safe. Stay blessed. D
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Nudging

By: Jingchéng

Freedom Of Religion
Freedom of religion is a guaranteed right

under Article 15 of the Constitution of
Singapore which states that 'Every person has
the right to profess and practise his religion and
to propagate it.'

Before attending classes at the Singapore

Buddhist Lodge and becoming a practising
Pure Land Buddhist, I identified myself broadly
as belonging to the Buddhist faith. This was
largely premised upon the altar table that my
parents had installed at home and the joss stick
offerings which [ made from time to time. With a
loose sense of my religious identity and a mix of
Taoists, Christians and Catholics within my circle
of friends and family, I found myself being invited
to different religious ceremonies. They gave me a
good insight into how other communities practise

their faith. At the same time, it gave me a clear
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sense that I was endowed with the choice to pick

my own religion.

With the exception of one case where I felt
pressure to join a religion to gain acceptance
into a group, my experience from interacting
with people of other faiths was generally one
defined by warmth, cordiality and mutual
respect. However, that particular case left a deep
impression and made me very mindful of how
[ propagate my Pure Land beliefs to my friends
and family members.

As expressed in the Ninth Great Vow of
Samantabhadra Bodhisattva's <& X=5E1+
KEEY Ten Great Vows, 'compliance with
sentient beings' (1Bl Ak 4 ) is key. This entails
showing respect and compassion to others with
forbearance and an equal mind. Hence, imposing
one's religious beliefs on others without

employing skilful and convenient means (&I5
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JF51{&) is not encouraged, notwithstanding the
underlying good intentions. In short, while we
have the freedom to practise and propagate our
religion, we need to respect the right of free will

of others as well.

Employing Skilful And Convenient Means

Nonetheless, that should not be taken
to mean that we do not share our Pure
Land practices with our loved ones. In the
Contemplation Siitra <ML EFH Y, Buddha
taught that those seeking birth in Amitu6fé's
Western Pure Land should cultivate Three
Blessings (=%&), the foremost of which is
to be filial to one's parents. This was further
expounded by Pure Land Tradition's 13th
Patriarch Great Master Yinguang who often
listed guiding one's parents to Amitu6fé's Pure
Land as the truest way to repay the kindness
owed to our parents.

Given that skill and subtlety is important
to how we share Pure Land's teachings with our
loved ones, it may be instructive to take reference
from how authorities around the world are
increasingly making use of 'nudges’, which refer
to various soft policy interventions that aim to
steer citizens in a desired direction. However,
unlike traditional rules and regulation, the
decision maker’s freedom to choose is preserved.
This means that elements of compulsion and
enforcement are absent in nudging.

Take our power bills as an example. To
steer Singaporeans towards power conservation,
instead of imposing additional tariffs on excessive
power usage, Singapore Power has provided a
comparison of a household's monthly electricity
consumption with those of other families.
Households with excessive power consumption
were issued a big red tag that read 'Keep Trying'.
This may be a small prompt but can go some
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distance in altering consumer behaviour. I am a
successful product of this nudging exercise myself
— I mothballed my clothes dryer after being
issued with this prompt. Another world-famous
nudge is the case of the urinal fly. This is based on
aridiculously simple idea — stick the image of a
fly in the centre of a urinal and men cannot help
but take aim. This helps reduce spillage around
the toilet.

How A Nudge Works

Understanding how nudging works
requires us to first examine how we make
decisions. Nudge theory suggests that as
creatures of habit, our behaviour would not
change without alteration to our environmental
cues. Once the cues are changed to no longer
encourage a habitual form of behaviour
(especially one that is deemed undesirable), the
problem can be solved.

Professor Cialdini, an emeritus professor
of psychology and marketing at Arizona State
University, and author of the book Influence:

The Psychology of Persuasion further shows that
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people are more likely to comply with a social
norm if they know that this is followed by a
majority of people. This is akin to the Fear Of
Missing Out (FOMO) phenomenon, which refers
to the apprehension we feel when we are out
of touch with a certain social experience. Our
disposition towards social norming explains why
comparing my energy consumption with other
Singaporean families startled me, probably more
effectively than a strongly worded letter or one
threatening additional financial penalties.

In light of the above, it is instructive to
consider the instances where nudging can be
used to inspire our loved ones towards Pure

Land practice.

Chanting Beads For Mindfulness

[ keep a few sets of chanting beads with me
and find them useful to get people around me to
warm up to the idea of chanting. With daily life
becoming more stressful, people are generally
receptive to the idea of mindfulness meditation
and tend to see mindfulness as a spiritual
retreat, rather than a religious one. Leveraging
on this recognition, I have gifted chanting beads
to people close to me, such as my co-worker who
had trouble sleeping after a brain operation, a
close friend who experienced insomnia due to
worries over his mother's health condition, and
a loved one experiencing depression and fear
after a career setback, among others.

Wearing a string of chanting beads acts as
an effective cue for the wearer to be mindful and
aware of his or her own thoughts and emotions.
When the recipients express interest in reaching
a deeper state of mediation (beyond counting
the beads), I gently share my Nianf6 practice
and the benefits it can bring to people who
chant with true faith and aspiration to reach

Amitu6fé's Pure Land.
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As mentioned in the Immeasurable Life
Sitra <FTEFHRY, Amitudfé has twelve
titles, each of which expresses the blessings
that exposure to Amitu6fé's light can bring.

For example, the light of Wisdom (£FE¢)

can transform our ignorance and delusion

into wisdom, while the light of Purity (&
/#3¢) helps to eliminate our transgressions
from greed. Hence, using Nam6 Amitu6f6 or
Amitu6fé as a mantra, chanting the Buddha's
name with true faith and aspiration can unlock
countless benefits for the wearer. Seen from
this perspective, it is not too far-fetched to posit
that a simple nudge through the gift of chanting
beads backed up by the immeasurable power
of Amitu6fé can ultimately lead a person down
the path of Pure Land practice and ultimately,
liberation from the six realms.

However, care must be taken not to be too
assertive in our actions as a person's willingness
to Nianfé is contingent on the person's good
roots accumulated through past life times. This
is demonstrated through a personal encounter
that Great Master Yinguang had. Once, Great
Master bumped into a young beggar on the
streets. Great Master offered a penny to the
beggar in return for chanting Amitu6fé once.
The beggar refused. Great Master offered ten
pennies for ten recitations, but the beggar
refused yet again. When Great Master offered all
400 odd pennies in his money bag to the young
beggar to persuade him to chant, the beggar
broke down and wailed. Despite desperately
wanting the money, the youth was unwilling
to chant the Buddha's name even once. Great
Master sighed with sadness at the youth's lack of

good roots before offering a penny and leaving.

A Visit to Haw Par Villa

For younger family members who are not
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inclined to don a bracelet, other skilful and
convenient means may be needed. For example,
my oldest nephew was intrigued by what he saw
during his recent trip to the relaunched Haw
Par Villa. As he turned up at the venue with his
secondary school friends, it inescapably turned
out to be an Instagram expedition with the boys
posing for 'wefies' next to various sculptures.
Nonetheless, what he saw left an impression on
him. Haw Par Villa's Hell Museum allowed him a
graphic tour of the punishments in the different
courts of Hell that await sinners. From sawn
bodies to sinners being impaled on a mountain
full of knives, the central Buddhist tenet of
'Cause and Effect' (H&) was plainly put on
display for him and his friends.

Indeed, without reminders like this, it is
too easy for us to get caught up in our daily
social interactions and forget the adage that
we reap what we sow. As human interaction
slowly regresses to one that takes place with
a swipe or a click of the finger on social media
apps, we lose a sense of honest introspection.
Most of us cannot remember the last time we sat
down with a friend for an evaluation of our own
faults and weaknesses. Worse, we think nothing
of adding a disparaging remark to a comment
thread, or sharing an article with on social media
when we cannot even ascertain the veracity of
its contents. As Venerable Yanxu would often
painstakingly remind us, social media platforms
have made it easier for people to break the
Five Precepts (FL7) unwittingly, and given the
ability of one comment or shared article to reach
a wider audience, the severity of the offence
would naturally be higher. This is indeed a sad
development for beings like ourselves in the
Dharma-Ending Age (FRSERSHA).

When my nephew shared his experience
with me, his sense of unease was palpable. [ took

the chance to nudge him from a feeling of fear
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to one of hope. Specifically, by realising that our
past actions were wrong owing to our ignorance,
instead of giving in to despair and dread, we can
find hope and assurance in Nianfé. As conveyed
in the Contemplation Siitra CUIEEFZRY, even
sincere and mindful recitation of the Buddha's
name once can eliminate eighty kotis' kalpas

of heavy transgressions. While I do not know
whether my sharing would motivate my nephew
to kickstart his daily recitations, we should not
underestimate the power of planting a Vajra seed
(£ MNIFhF) in our loved ones. When the time is
right and these good seeds mature, so does the

path towards Pure Land accomplishment.

Support Chanting
My grandmother passed away earlier
this year and it was the first family wake I
attended since embarking on my Pure Land
practice. Armed with a mini player (FEIE#41),
a copy of Amituéjing Siitra and a poster of
Amitu6fé, I proceeded to the wake. After an
exchange of greetings with some relatives, |
pulled a chair next to my grandmother's casket
and commenced support chanting under the
guidance of a more experienced Dharma mentor.
While the social norm during Chinese
wakes is for relatives to get together to offer
support to the bereaved family, scant attention
is usually paid to what could and should be
done for the deceased. As espoused in Great
Master Yinguang's essay titled The Three Great
Essentials When Approaching Death (For Birth
In Pure Land) — (IR =KEY, the Three
Essentials include (i) skilfully guiding the dying
to give rise to the right faith to seek rebirth
in Amitu6fé's Pure Land; (ii) taking shifts in
support chanting for the dying to maintain
mindfulness of Amitu6fd's Pure Land; and
to (iii) avoid moving the body or crying to

successfully guide the dying towards rebirth



in the Western Pure Land. Once rebirth is
successfully, the person would be able to break
out of Samsara (£ [2]) and continue cultivation
until Buddhahood is attained. According to Great
Master Yinguang, bringing these benefits to the
deceased would be the true measure of filial
piety, kinship and friendship.

Our act of support chanting naturally
attracted some curious onlookers. However,
what surprised me was the reaction it generated
afterwards. My brother (who is not a Pure Land
fellow) offered to stay the night to do support
chanting together with me. My uncle who is of
Christian faith also asked for a copy of Amitu6jing
Sttra to browse through. Even my two sons aged
5 and 8 took up some simple chanting when they
stood next to their great grandmother's casket.
While these incidents do not necessarily point to
a lasting change in their beliefs, it made me realise
the power of a nudge as a subtle but formidable
cue for people. Specifically, it made my relatives
take notice and seek to understand the act of
support chanting more deeply. As highlighted
earlier, nudge theory recommends alteration
to environmental cues to break a certain social
norm to steer the nudge recipients towards a
desired behaviour. Hence, where appropriate, if
Pure Land practitioners can engage in support
chanting at wakes, more laypeople would come to
be aware of this practice. Consequently, there is a
higher chance of more people being aware of the
importance of support chanting which would aid

in its propagation.

Conclusion

Overall, other than the examples
highlighted above, there are many other ways
in which a gentle nudge can be presented to
our loved ones to evoke their interest in Pure

Land practice. I recently bought a children's
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book for my boys depicting the wonders in the
Western Pure Land. What really attracted their
attention was that any item one wishes for in
Pure Land can be fulfilled — this resonates with
their never-ending list of gift wishes. Likewise,
sharing interesting nuggets of information on
Buddhism with our friends and families through
social media (such as why we celebrate Vesak
Day by 'bathing’ a statue of Buddha) can also
develop their latent interest in the religion, and
possibly awaken their inner good roots.
Perhaps through all this, the gentlest and
most formidable way in which we can nudge
our loved ones is through the way we conduct
ourselves after becoming a practising Buddhist.
As Venerable Yanxu would constantly remind us,
home is where we start practising the Dharma
(R FZ1817). If we are unable to conduct
ourselves in a collected, pure and righteous
manner after becoming a Buddhist, we would be
an unworthy ambassador or spokesperson of our
religion. In that case, rather than nudging them
towards Buddhism, we might be shoving them

away from this wonderful religion instead. D
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A Biographical Note On Former
President Teo Siok Guan

VITE: Mrs Teo Siok Guaht

Teo Siok Guan (5KUR) 1892-1957, immigrated
with his father; from the village of Bingido (%
1¥), in the Téng’an District ([8] %2 [X), Fujian province,
China, to Singapore in his early youth.

He was a motor accessories and bicycle
dealer in Malaya. Among the other posts he
served as were: Justice of Peace; president of the
Motor Dealer’s Union; president of the Teo (Joo
Lim) Association; president of Tung Ann District
Guild; president of the Buddhist Lodge and
founding director of the Bank of Singapore.

Teo struck out on his own in the 20s. He
acquired Guan Hoe & Company in Ipoh, from Guan
Hoe Hin based in Singapore, and imported and
sold bicycles and motor accessories. He expanded
Guan Hoe & Company into Singapore, starting at
57 Hill Street, with his elder brother Teo Chip Hock
and partner T. S. Chang. By 1934, he acquired and
established Guan Hoe & Company at 14 Hill Street.

Guan Hoe & Company grew through the
30s and 40s. There were regular notices in the
press on the company’s expanding portfolio of
brands, as well as its acquisitions of property
and plantations in Singapore and Johor. There
were also reporting in the press on the family’s
social gatherings. In 1954, Teo made headlines
by building a $1 million factory in Johor to

manufacture tyre rims and cycle accessories.
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Ayear later in 1955, he became a founding
director of the Bank of Singapore.

During the Japanese occupation, the invaders
acquired his residence in Katong. He moved his
family to Hill Street. He and his son-in-law Tan
Kong Piat aided and sheltered air raid victims
at the Kwan Yim Tong (Kwan Im Tong Hood Cho
Temple on Waterloo Street). He also participated
to aid the Opium Hospital Fund, a Buddhist school
fund, Y.W.C.A, Malaya Patriotic Fund, Fairfield
Girl's School.

Teo Siok Guan was married to Ng Boon Huay
(1896-1935). They had eight daughters and
three sons together. Her death, at age 39, was
given special attention by The Singapore Free
Press and Mercantile Advertiser as ‘one of the
longest funeral processions witnessed’ and for its
orthodox Chinese rites.

He married Tan Bee Luan in 1936, the
youngest daughter of Tan Gim Wee, a businessman
of a 4th generation Peranakan family. Educated
at Methodist Girl’s School, she read and wrote
in English, and spoke Fukienese (Hokkien) and
Malay. She translated for Teo in English in his trips
abroad to England for business. She was adept at
managing the household and took charge of all his
children, reclaiming those who had been placed in
the care of relatives. They had a daughter, Teo Poh
Ngoh, in 1937 and a son, Teo Choo Kiat, in 1938.
Tan Bee Luan, passed away in 1996 at age 87.

Teo Siok Guan, through his nine daughters
and four sons, had over 30 grandchildren. He was
buried on Hill 3 at the Bukit Brown Cemetery in
Singapore. D
(Provided by former President’s grandson,

Mr Teo Noel Emil)
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1) Background
After reconstruction and renovation, there is
now a solemn Vimalakirti Hall on the fifth

o Tril' (Pexels)

floor of the Singapore Buddhist Lodge. Though I
have known for long that the Vimalakirti Sutra is
avery famous Buddhist sutra, regrettably, there
had been no opportunities for me to learn more
about it.

In fact, on my bookshelf sits a hard cover,
limited edition of Vimalakirti Sutra edited and
compiled by Venerable (¥5% ). Unfortunately,
[ have never read it in detail. I chanced upon it
and bought it more than 20 years ago when I was
visiting the Sungai Road flea market.

As destiny would have it, the Singapore
Buddhist Lodge invited Venerable Zongkai (R

FF) to conduct a Dharma talk for the public in early
2021. 1 seized the opportunity to attend the talk.

TR This is a wonderful sutra full of wisdom.

Wouldn't it be great if more get to know about it?

2) Historical Background Of The
Vimalakirti Sutra

The Vimalakirti Sutra was first circulated

(

JA Glimpse of ih
Vlmqlaklrh Sutra

(R 2

ext: 2 X E & Dr Ong Eng Hong

in India circa AD100. It was first translated into
Chinese in AD 183 by Zhigian (3713%). The other
editions were translated by Kumarajiva (15 %
1) and Xuanzang (Z 3& Kf), respectively.

A great poet of Tang Dynasty, Wangwéi (£

4E, FEE1E), was influenced since young by his
mother who practised Buddhism. When he grew
up he adopted the name Vimalakirti (4EEEi%)

for himself. The ancient Chinese legend of Fairies
Scattering Flowers (RLELFE) hasits origin in the
Vimalakirti Sutra too.

Besides, the doctrine of nonduality (==
£17]) promulgated by the Vimalakirti Sutra has
deeply influenced the philosophy of Zen Buddhism.

#4EEE1% is a phonetic translation by
Kumarajiva (MBEEZ11) of the Sanskrit name

-:','
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Vimala Kirthj Sutra, which means peace of mind
with no defilements — a state of spiritual purity.

The lay Buddhist practitioner (&) in the
sutra, Vimalakirti (4 EE1%), was in fact a Buddha
from another pure land. According to Gautama
Buddha, he lived in our world as a lay Buddhist
practitioner without exposing his real identity.

Even though Vimalakirti was a lay Buddhist
practitioner; he observed strictly the precepts meant
for Buddhist monks. While it looked as if he lived
the life of an ordinary person, he was not fixated on
the worldly pleasures like most people. Though he
experienced love and desire for the opposite sex, he
did not cling to these feelings. Instead, he practised
Dharma to attain spiritual purity. He had offspring
and relatives, but there was no obsession with the
joy of family life. He dressed and dined simply but he
was always blessed with the joy of Dharma.

The Sutra mainly describes what happened
ata Dharma assembly in Vaishali (At £7%) and
showcases dialogues that are full of wisdom and
similes between Vimalakirti and the various
Bodhisattvas.

The protagonist of the Vimalakirti Sutra is
Vimalakirti, a lay Buddhist practitioner. He owned
immense wealth and liked to donate to the poor
and Buddhist monks. He never dwelled on or clung
to what were experienced by our five senses. He
was capable of preaching Buddhism to both the
noblemen and lay people seeking pleasures and

fun at the brothels and gambling houses alike.

3) Contents Of The Vimalakirti Sutra
The Vimalakirti Sutra comprises 14 chapters
which are divided into three sections. The 14
chapters are: Chapter 1 - Buddha Lands; Chapter
2 - Expedient Means; Chapter 3 — The Disciples;
Chapter 4 - The Bodhisattvas; Chapter 5 -
Inquiring About The Illness; Chapter 6 - Beyond
Comprehension; Chapter 7 - Regarding Living
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Beings; Chapter 8 - The Buddha Way; Chapter

9 - Entering Tiie Gate Of Nondualism; Chapter 10
- Fragrance Accumulated; Chapter 11 - Actions Of
The Bodhisattvas; Chapter 12 - Seeing Akshobhya
Buddha; Chapter 13 - The Offering Of The Law;
Chapter 14 - Entrustment

(Chapter source: Vimalakirti Sutra, Burton Watson, 1997)

4) Wisdom From Chapter Three, The

Disciples

In chapter Three, The Disciples, upon learning
Vimalakirti had fallen sick the Buddha wanted to
send his ten disciples, among them, Sariputra (&
F35), Subhiti (ZUE4$2), Mahakasyapa (A iBr),
Mahakatyayana (MFZE) to visit Vimalakirti and
express their concern for his health.

However, none of the disciples looked
forward to paying Vimalakirti a visit as all of them
had engaged in dialogues with Vimalakirti about
Dharma before and were no match to him. All of
them declined the Buddha's request, citing it was
too heavy a responsibility to visit Vimalakirti.

The Sutra then elucidates the profound
Dharma through simple language in the form of
dialogues between the disciples and Vimalakirti .

For instance, he asked Sériputra whatis
genuine meditation? Meditation is about sitting
with an empty mind and with not even a single
thought arising in one's mind. Even if a single
thought arises, one would fall back into the three
realms. Meditation is to be always in a state of
samadhi (intense concentration) while carrying
out one's daily activities; living one’s worldly
lives while embracing the dharma; responding
to life’s encounters with calmness, without
any attachments, hence leading to wholesome
thoughts and compassion arising naturally
and spontaneously within oneself. One should
continue to practice dharma diligently even when

living in the bodhisattva land; and seek peace
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and purity of mind while engulfed in a sea of
defilements. Such is the meditation endorsed by
the Buddha.

He told Subhiiti, if you can do not differentiate
the types of food offered to you as good or bad,
or exquisite or coarse and take them all as the
same, only then are you ready to make your alms
rounds. If without obliterating sexual desires,
anger and ignorance, you are not tainted by them;
if without renouncing the physical body, you are
able to observe emptiness in all forms; if despite
possessing ignorance and desires like all lay people,
you are able to break free from them; and even
after attaining significant achievements in your
spiritual cultivation, you still do not deem so; even
though you are not an ordinary person, you still
live like one; even though you are not a saint, but it
cannot be said either that you are not one; you can
accomplish the practice of all dharma yet are not
restrained by it; only when you have achieved all
these are you ready to make your alms rounds!

Subhiiti, if you can feel at ease with heresies
without avoiding them, and if you can be
comfortable amidst the suffering in the human
realm and not be hindered by them; Subhiiti, even
though you have attained a significant achievement
in your practice, all sentient beings have Buddha
nature. Hence you do not have to feel proud about
yourself! Sometimes not only do those who give
dana not acquire any karmic merits, they may even
fall into the bad realms as their ulterior motive of
supporting the Triple Gems is to gain merits. If you
feel that you deserve to be looked upon highly and
be supported, then you are no different from the
devils and are in the same category as them. But if
you can fully comprehend that these concepts of
dualism are two sides of the same coin, you have
indeed truly attained samadhi and only then can
you make your alms rounds!

He told Mahakasyapa, one should treat
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the poor and the rich as equals, to treat all with
compassion and to seek alms from all households,
not only from the poor households. To seek alms
is to achieve the ultimate goal of food abstinence.
We eat to sustain our physical bodies. Even if we
have reached a realm where we can go without
food, because of our compassion, we still go out to
seek alms so as to create opportunities for sentient
beings to accumulate blessings. We have to keep
an empty mind while seeking alms, and not be
influenced by the environment. We should also
not distinguish what we see, hear, smell and eat as
good/bad, like/dislike etc. Maintain the purity and
peacefulness of our mind, knowing that everything
has an empty nature — they are ephemeral and
not permanent, so we don’t have to differentiate
one from the other. If without abandoning the
eight evil thoughts, you are able to liberate yourself
from all defilements and sufferings with the eight
ways of emancipation; if you are able to gain
enlightenment from the heresies; and with only
one food and drink, you are able to turn it with
a single thought into myriad types of foods and
drinks as offerings to all Buddhas and sages, only
when you can achieve all these, would you be
worthy of all the offerings bestowed by the others.
He told Mahakatyayana, we cannot elucidate
the true dharma using lay people's thinking which
abounds with dualisms. Theravada Buddhism talks
about impermanence, suffering, emptiness and
selflessness. But the dharma is beyond creation
and destruction; creation and destruction are
merely phenomena. Truly understand that the five
aggregates have no true self: they are like ripples
that appears on water by chance. They are not
something tangible that one can acquire. There
are also no such things as suffering and happiness,
they are only what each of us feel. If we can
understand 'self' and 'selflessness' are two sides of

the same coin, they are two in one and one in two.
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The dharma arises from voidness, it can neither

be created nor destroyed, it is peacefulness and

tranquility and so are our Buddha nature.

5) Conclusions

The Vimalakirti Sutra is very profound and

it is worthwhile for lay practitioners of Buddhism

to study it in detail. Let me summarise some of my

thoughts as follows: iii)

i

Dharma is everywhere in our daily lives,
right here in this world we live in. More
importantly, it is also within each of us. If we
wish to gain enlightenment, we have to rely
on ourselves and not external means.

To free ourselves from the sufferings of the
six realms, we have to practise the ultimate
dharma of 'nonduality’ as expounded in the
Vimalakirti Sutra and remind ourselves to
transcend all contradictions and dichotomies
(Z433%), such as making a differentiation
between 'self’ and 'others'. Nonduality has

Photo: Wikipedia

Page 21 of Old Tibetan Chronicle (Pelliot tibétain 1287 at
Bibliotheque nationale de France). This is the reverse side, and it's
Vimalakirti Nirdesa Satra in Chinese

greatly influenced the philosophy of Zen
Buddhism too. If we can practise nonduality
in our daily lives, we will be able to transcend
all confrontations and attain boundless
freedom for ourselves.

We are now living amidst a pandemic

and all the more we should learn from

the Vimalakirti Sutra. There are a lot of
uncertainties we have to live with in this
challenging time. We are witnessing the law
of impermanence (J &) at play more often
now than any other time — human lives are
so fragile in the face of COVID-19, among
others. My dear friends, it is now time for

us to embrace the spirit of the Vimalakirti
Sutra. Isn’t it exemplary of Vimalakirti to stay
positive and inspire many with his discourse
on Buddhism while in his sickbed? @
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Photo: Los Angeles
County Museum of
Art (www.lacma.org)

Frontispiece of the
‘Original Vows of

the Bodhisattva
Ksitigarbha Sutra (1t
BEFEARZ) with
the Assembly in the
Trayastrimsa Heaven,
China, Chinese, Ming
dynasty, Xuande
reign, 1429
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Biography Of The Thirteenth
E Patriarch Of The Chinese
3 Pure Land Tradition

Great Master Yinguang (2)

; : (##_EHA | Continued from last issue)

yﬂi RN KB ARD <FRURHEDY FNER, ERRIFENKIEZE . KIHISCEIRE
» RESRBFECHE, KR “BHEZERR, £000F, BTN 845,
}H % FKEAEM, ERATFRHERESFLI—T.” ‘RA—IPANT, BB &HE],
FAE. LB, BRI, ReEBE=5,; 1, HEEREVITSEN
(T) 5924 BFMATERASE, RU— WEERL. WHTRBLE
YNE, SET5REAE 2 ARAYIEIEIE
Great Master looked up towards and succeeded Great Master Yongming's

instructions of his 'Chan And Pure Land's Fourfold Explanations', with it in modern
times brought up in detail. He realistically saw that with the Chan Tradition, there is
the disadvantage of being difficult to be liberated from the cycle of birth and death.
Great Master said, "Those who have loving-kindness, compassion and aspiration
profound, and those with the mind for liberation from the cycle of birth and death
sincere, should follow Great Masters like Hulyuan, Zhizhé, Yongming and Lianchi,

to focus their devoted efforts on mindfulness of Buddha for birth in his Pure
Land, this one Dharma Door.' 'It is really so, that with all Dharma Doors, they all
rely on Self-power, while the Dharma Door Of Mindfulness Of Buddha relies
simultaneously on the Buddha's power. Relying on Self-power, if not with
afflictions and confusions severed completely, one is not able to surpass,
to exit the three realms. Relying on the Buddha's power; if with Faith and
Aspiration true and sincere, then able to highly ascend the nine lotus grades.
Those people nowadays, desiring to, in this present life, end the great matter
of birth and death, if renouncing this one Dharma Door, are thus absolutely
without hope.' These earnest and urgent words, that are resolute and
decisive, are truly thus, sincere and truthful words, spoken with the
utmost of loving-kindness and compassion.

ANnEHgEL, FENEZRL, EHEEREREZE L. K
ImFRITEEBIRERIR, TR, TFEEPHR WE—ORFS
SRPE, SR, REIRL, THAR, REENA. KITEE

F: “CNEREEEM IR, EREEEANRF S 5L, B
AT, #5%E, BAX . MEREAN. FRIIBHEBEIFEZRK
A, NXEZ 5.

That Great Master propagated Pure Land practice is really not a sectarian
view. It is truly thus, with the benevolent mind of compassion for delivering
this Dharma-Ending Age's sentient beings. Of the Chan Door, Great Master
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was well-informed, also extremely familiar

and learned. With focused propagation of

the Pure Land Tradition, he was also secretly
protecting the Chan Tradition. If sincerely able to
wholeheartedly uphold recitation of Amituéfo's
name, from thought to thought corresponding,
with mindfulness reaching its utmost point,
without a Buddha to be mindful of, this then is
Caoxi's scenery. Great Master once said, 'With
Guanyin (Contemplator Of The World's Sounds)
Bodhisattva's skill of reversing hearing to hear
self-nature, to cultivate Shizhi (Great Power
Arrived) Bodhisattva's pure karma of gathering in
the six roots, for pure mindfulness in continuous
succession, this then is Pure Land yet Chan
practice, Chan with Pure Land practice, in principle
originally without two.' Yet, of the effectiveness

of the Chan Tradition depending on Self-power,
compared with the Pure Land Tradition relying
on the Buddha's power to depart from the cycle of
birth and death, they are then as different as the
sky from the earth.

BELETEREHINN AR, BULFEER
R, TERL. KITZERBFEZHAEZSEFH
BLRBFERESE, MAMRTERESREE
ZEE, R, E——NHEE L& . K
BFEEKNITE, RE——EZFHT, RAEE
MSHETM R LW THELKRIBEITE
fthz B {5

Having relied on the Pure Land Tradition's
Dharma benefits that are attained easily, promptly
and opportunely, Great Master with a simple and
unadorned style widely propagated the Pure
Land Tradition. Great Master's many lay disciples
included those who received higher education
with studies abroad in Europe and the United
States. Yet, Great Master definitely would not with
them and others have impractical discussions on
the philosophy of the Buddha's teachings, on the
abstruse wonders of the Chan Tradition. He would
only encourage each to have the focused mind
with mindfulness of the Buddha. Those disciples
and contemporaries, having heard Great Master's
words, also all faithfully accepted to practise it,
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certainly not daring to slight the Dharma Door Of
Mindfulness Of Buddha, to give rise to doubts and
contentions. From this, it is enough to see Great
Master's abundant virtues of personal practice for
transforming others.

AUmAEE M, FFIFRIL B, BEEL L.
AREIE, KITKEFREE, XAZEHEE
X BRlL 2/ \f8, REFZH KRB AL,
BORERATZEE. EHEM E, KEFL, R
HKERE, SRERERRZHM, ERKRZER.

Great Master was born in a chaotic world,
which spoke of unfiliality and impropriety,
with extreme clamour that raised the dust. For
redeeming from disasters' misfortunes, Great
Master greatly promoted Confucian education's
eight virtues of filial piety, fraternal respect,
loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety, righteousness,
integrity and shamefulness, for human relations
with fathers benevolent and children filial,
husbands and wives mutually respectful, so as to
lead the people's virtues to belong to those pure
and honest. On this foundation above, he greatly
advocated the Pure Land Tradition, and greatly
promoted the Buddha's teachings, enabling
sentient beings to understand the Buddha-nature
that they originally possess, to be born in the lotus
country of Ultimate Bliss.

NITAEEERES, IMEREZ PR, mKE
AR, IRZBEE KIFAECEN, TERRER
Nz, BIEAZ: ‘ERE, HHEHEZEA, F
BRT, ERAREZARRNB. 52, HRR
BRRKY, 2HEFZREL T, RNz
AR “‘ARZE, ABMERRZRS, BSA
NER, MAERUMLH, FREDBULHR. EF
ER, ERER, REHHEAL, BIAFIHA
3.’

Great Master's life encountered a period
of successive wars with misfortunes bound,
with outer worries and inner difficulties, then
with floods and droughts as natural disasters,
simultaneously coercing and repeatedly arriving.
Great Master, with his compassionate mind
sorrowful, widely advocated speaking of karmic
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retribution. He often said, "That law of cause

and effect (i.e. karma), is for worldly and world-
transcending sages, to peacefully govern the world,
and the great skilful means for delivering and
liberating sentient beings. In the world nowadays,
if not with promoting of karmic retribution,
although the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and noble
sages together arise in the world, they will also not
know what else is that appropriate. 'Promoting the
law of cause and effect, is the urgent task for saving
the country and saving its people. There must be
enabling of everyone to all know, that if presently
having such a cause, the future will then have such
an effect. As doing good has good rewards, and
doing evil has evil retribution, if desiring to rescue
the ways of the world and the minds of its people,
it must be from this starting.

EIR, FR (f1Z) RAJ RO, “ENE
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At the same time, cause and effect (i.e. karmic
destiny) can also due to the mind be transformed.
'For example, a person who has created evil karma,
should for a long time fall into hell, for long kalpas
receiving suffering. If that person later gives rise
to great shame and the Great Bodhi Mind, changes
his evil ways and cultivates good, recites siitras
and the Buddha's name, with personal practice
transforming others, seeking birth in the Western
Pure Land, due to this thus, in this present life,
perhaps by people slighted and scorned, perhaps
slightly attaining sickness and suffering, perhaps
briefly receiving poverty, with all those matters not
according to wishes, those earlier created karma to
long fall into hell for long kalpas receiving suffering,
will immediately then be eliminated, and still again,
be able to be liberated from the cycle of birth and
death, to surpass the ordinary and enter the noble.

Nt A, RTER, WHRER; #
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Great Master painstakingly warned the
world's people to have fear of evil karmic
effects. Otherwise, they will have to be prepared,
to be filled with evil causes (and their evil
effects). Diligently cultivating good causes, then
together attaining good rewards. Furthermore,
encouraging all people, with all that cultivated
good, to not seek future life's blessed rewards (in
the human and heavenly paths), only with them
dedicating for seeking birth in the Western Pure
Land Of Ultimate Bliss, to be forever liberated
from rebirths' ocean of suffering, then with this
for completing practice. Great Master while
living, distributed several million copies of Anshi's
Complete Book, Lidofdn's Four Lessons (and many
other books). This is enough to see Great Master's
compassionate mind for strong promotion of
understanding cause and effect.
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With sincere reverence and shame, they have
the effectiveness of mutually supporting each other.
Able to personally have shame, giving rise to the
repentant mind. With the repentant mind arisen,
sincere reverence will follow it. If able to every day
have shame, and constantly repent, then with the
mind of sincere reverence abundant thus, none
cannot be tamed. With it actively manifesting in the
present, then with true Faith, sincere Aspiration
and diligent Practice, without expectation, yet
definitely with naturally gathered power. With the
mind of shame, breaking ignorant desires. With
wisdom's light, seeking the return path.
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Great Master's Pure Land thought is also with
much on having the mind of joy and revulsion,
'With the aspiration to depart from the Saha World,
like a prisoner desiring to exit prison, absolutely
without the mind of reluctance and attachment.
With Aspiration for birth in the Western Pure Land,
like a passing guest missing home, with the wish
to return to one's homeland, how can one have the
thought of wasting time?' Wholeheartedly with the
body and mind taking refuge, relying on Amitu6fo.
‘Amitu6f6 has great power, that is able to pull out
the Saha World's bottomless cesspit's unpardoned
prisoners, to directly depart from within, with
all resettled in the homeland of Ultimate Bliss,
enabling them to enter the Buddha's realm, with
that the same as what the Buddha benefits from.
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From within, it can be seen and known, that
Great Master's ordinary style of teaching and
transforming is pure, concise and to the point,
yet never unfathomable. Although extensively
proficient in the Three Treasuries and worldly
learning, yet from the extensive returning to the
crucial, all with mindfulness of Buddha as refuge.
With regard to recent generations' resurgence of
the Pure Land Tradition, his merits are extremely
great. Great Master gathered past patriarchs'
virtuous conduct into his one body, arose in
this world, to greatly propagate the Dharma to
transform, giving sentient beings within disasters
and difficulties, a raised and never-extinguishing
Dharma torch. More than half a century later today,
his Collected Writings' Dharma words, character
and demeanour still possess profound power to
teach, transform and gather. We, this Dharma-
Ending Age's ordinary sentient beings, also should
bear in mind Great Master's instructions, to be
mindful of the Buddha, for seeking birth in his Pure
Land. Hopefully, not letting down Great Master's
compassionate mind, of riding upon his vows to
come again.
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Great Master was indifferent to fame
and wealth for all of his life. He was simple
and unadorned, with nothing unusual. When
interacting with people coming and going, he
would not discuss with abstruse and witty words,
on supernormal powers, the unusual and special.
All were with mostly ordinary words, with fame
and gain not on his mind. Of examples numerous,
here are some listed.

H—, 19224, XIm62% 1Y, IEHE/ERITR
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First, in 1922, when Great Master was 62, the
current President X inscribed and bestowed a
horizontal plaque with the words 'With Awakening
Penetrative, Complete And Bright', and officially
sent it to Mount Putud, with incense and flowers
making offerings. It was an extremely large-
scale event at that time. Great Master handled
it with detachment calmly. When having those
congratulating, Great Master replied that, 'It is
like a pavilion in empty space. As [ am personally
without true virtues, and feel repentant endlessly,
where did the glory come from?' The day after;
there was not again another word mentioned
about the plaque.
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Second, before Great Master approached life's
end for rebirth, he sent a letter to Dharma Master
Désén stating, ‘As Yinguang is without true virtues,
if with praises eulogising Yinguang, this is then
collecting excrement, on Yinguang's head above
piling it. I request that you with all those having
affinity, to speak of this.
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Third, Shanghai Girls' Senior Middle School
had a student named Yang Xinfang, who in a
dream, experienced Guanyin Bodhisattva teaching,
pointing out that Venerable Yinguang is Dashizhi
Bodhisattva's manifestation body. She immediately
went to Stizhou to pay respects to him, to tell him
about this dream. Great Master reproached and
said, 'Do not blindly speak! Do not blindly speak!
With the ordinary abusing the noble, this attracts
others' slander. Of this dream, furthermore, [ do
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not allow you to speak of it to others. Otherwise,
you are not my disciple!'
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The above-mentioned three examples
are only a few of Great Master's innumerable
'ordinary’ examples of his indifference to fame
and wealth for all of his life. From them, it can be
proven and known that his virtuous conduct is
not that average persons can hope to reach. With
a generation's patriarch's demeanour; within the
ordinary, he expressed his brilliance.
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On his knowing in advance, the time of his
departure for Pure Land, there were many traces of
evidence. In 1940's winter, Great Master manifested
slight illness. He quickly ordered to conduct the
ceremony for Dharma Master Miaozhén's ascent
to the Abbot's seat. On the third day's night, Great
Master to the great assembly taught, 'The Pure
Dharma Door; is without any other unusual or
special requisite. Only needing earnestness with
utmost sincerity [in mindfulness of Amitu6f6
name], with which there is none not receiving the
Buddha's reception and guidance, to bring one's
karma to be reborn [in his Pure Land].' On the
fourth day's morning at 1.30 am, from his bed he
arose and sat, saying, 'With mindfulness of the
Buddha, seeing the Buddha, one will definitely be
born in his Western Pure Land.' Having spoken
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completely, he immediately loudly recited the
Buddha's name. At 2:15 am, Great Master sat beside
his bed and asked for water. After washing his
hands, he stood up and said, 'Receiving Amitu6fé's
reception and guidance, I am departing now.
Everyone must be mindful of the Buddha, must give
rise to Aspiration, and must be born in his Western
Pure Land.' After he finished, he then sat upright
on a chair, and moved his lips slightly to recite the
Buddha's name. At around 3 am, when Venerable
Miaozhen arrived, Great Master instructed, 'You
must maintain this place for realising the path.

You must propagate the Pure Land Tradition. Do
not imitate those with exaggerated manners.
Thereafter; not again speaking, only with lips
moving to recite the Buddha's name. This went on
until 5 am. Like entering meditative concentration,
as if smiling, within the great assembly's recitation
of the Buddha's name, he was serenely reborn.
Great Master was 80 years old, and had been
ordained for 60 years.
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On the 15th day of the second month the next
year, a hundred days after Great Master manifested
departure, a cremation ceremony was held. More

than a hundred five-coloured $ariras (relics) were
obtained, which were refined, round, bright and
clear, also having big and small $arira flowers,
blood sariras and others, together with more
than a thousand pieces. Disciples of the fourfold
assembly enshrined them in a relic pagoda at the
southeast of Mount Lingyan's Shigu.
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Great Master was with diligent cultivation of
pure karma for all of his life. His 'last' continuing
action, having already appeared with birth in
the Western Pure Land's auspicious signs, with
them bequeathing examples, was moreover to
leave Sariras for revealing the Dharma Body's
indestructible forms. This is enough to prove that
Great Master has great compassion for delivering
sentient beings, with his inexhaustible great vows.
He was later by the world's people honoured
as the Pure Land Tradition's 13th Patriarch.
Great Master's writings include Dharma Master
Yinguang's Collected Writings first, second and
third compilations, the Bingzi (1936) year's
Cessation Of Disasters’ Dharma Words and others,
with them still circulating in the world today. D
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Amitabha Sutra’s Essential Gist

With Faith and Aspiration upholding the name i
[of Am{tu6f6], is this whole siitra’s main point. With Faith’

and Aspiration as Wisdom Practice, and upholding the
name as Practical Practice. Attaining birth [in Amitu6fd’s
Pure Land] or not, is all due to Faith and Aspiration being
present or absent; the grade of birth being high or low,
is all due to the Practice of upholding the name being deep
or shallow. Therefore, with Wisdom Practice as the guide, |
for Practical Practice as the Main Cultivation [or Practice !
like eyes and feet combined in use.

L

Pure Land Tradition’s 9th Patriarch Great Master Ouyi * .
(Essential Explanation Of The Siitra In Which -
) The Buddha Speaks Of Amitabha Buddha) = gmes
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