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et another year ends ushering in the seasonal northeast monsoon
winds, bringing to us, the people of this island, a period of cool
'Autumn’ that we normally do not get to enjoy. For centuries, this is how we
experience this time of the year. However, in recent years, because of global
warming, such fine weather seems to be getting shorter. Periods of extreme

climate events have become more frequent. And these past two years,

] because of the Covid pandemic, the changes that occurred in various aspects
— of life are perhaps beyond the comprehension and imagination of most people.
Fﬁ‘iﬁ ;H'\_Y: Nevertheless, amidst such changes in the world, there are always intrinsic
qualities that do not change. Hence, there is a need for constant adaptation amid

change to preserve our own uniqueness.

1. Our Mission To Propagate Dharma For The Benefits Of All

Sentient Beings Is Unchanged

It has been 87 years since the establishment of The Singapore Buddhist Lodge
(SBL). Since the founding days, our monastic and lay pioneers had set 'Propagation
of the Dharma, and the Compassionate Benefiting of Sentient Being' as SBL's key
objectives. After 87 years of carrying on the tradition, having gone through different
challenges and obstacles, we are now at our 46th Board of Directorship. And we
have never lost sight of our purpose to 'Propagate the Dharma for the Benefits of All

Sentient Beings'.
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In tandem with the progress of time,
advancement in technology and changing lifestyles,
we have adapted the way we propagate Dharma.
However, the core of our Dharma propagation
that has been passed down over generations has
remained the same. Buddha's teachings such as
loving kindness, compassion, wisdom, generosity/
giving, upholding of precepts/discipline, patience/
endurance, diligence and so on have been firmly
upheld for more than 2000 years from India to
other Asian countries and, later to other parts of
the world. From the time our founding fathers,
namely Senior Venerable Zhuandao, Grhapati Mr
Lee Choon Seng (Li Junchéng) (Grhapati is a title
addressing a Buddhist who has been ordained
but is practising Buddhism at home) and several
other esteemed forefathers initiated SBL, SBL
has embraced Chinese Mahayana Buddhism
as our fundamental philosophy and Pure Land
Dharma Practice as our niche. Senior Venerable
Zhuandao had without fail, on every Wednesday
and Saturday;, led fellow members of the lodge to
chant ‘Amituofo’. Through his tireless dedication,
SBL became the pioneer in the propagation of
Pure Land Dharma Teachings in South East Asia.
Following that, Senior Venerable Kong Hiap
(Guanggia) came to Singapore from China and
stayed on in SBL for more than 50 years. Under
his guidance, past presidents of SBL, Mr Tan Kong
Piat (Chén Guangbié) and Mr Lee Bock Guan (Li
Muyuan), had steadfastly continued in the same
direction. At all times, we will remain true to this
wisdom and tradition that our esteemed pioneers
had handed down to us. This fundamental legacy

of ours must not change.

2. Our Constitution As A Charitable
Organisation Will Not Change
Since its establishment, SBL has been

registered as a charitable religious organisation.
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As we all know, registered charitable
organisations are subject to high levels of
regulation and scrutiny by the government and
public. Furthermore, on top of strict compliance
with the various governance, management, and
financial regulations, more importantly, as a
Buddhist organisation, we need to be mindful
of karmic consequences, as emphasised in
Buddha's teaching.

SBL is an open-to-all place of worship,
established for the purpose of spreading the
Buddha's wisdom and propagating orthodox
Buddhism to benefit locals as well as people of all
directions. Putting it more plainly, our esteemed
founders established SBL to benefit all sentient
beings for 'public’, not 'self' interest. For more
than 80 years, it is precisely this unwavering
principle that has brought SBL widespread
respect and trust from all walks of life.

Presently, there are two independent
charitable organisations with Institution of
Public Character (IPC) status under SBL, namely
SBL Welfare Foundation and SBL Education
Foundation. Under SBL Welfare Foundation,
there is a government-funded and regulated
community service centre, i.e. SBL Vision Family
Service Centre (FSC).

[ believe it is not common for an
organisation to have two IPCs. It is evidence of the
unchanging direction taken by all our past and
present presidents and Boards of Directors — the
direction that steadfastly uphold our constitution
as a charitable organisation, our mission to bring
benefits to all people, and our resolve to be fully
transparent and accountable to the public for
its donations. Such humility in placing ourselves
under government regulations and public
scrutiny has brought us to where we are today. It
is a long-standing fundamentally unique quality

of SBL. It will always remain unchanged.

Vi % DharmaWave | 3
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3. Unremunerated Board Of
Directors Should Be Maintained
A frequent question encountered by my

fellow Board of Directors is: 'Why are you active
in SBL? Are Directors paid a salary?' [ personally
have been asked by friends: "Why work so

hard (for SBL)? How much Director’s fees do

you receive?' Such questions from friends are
understandable. Similarly, such perceptions and
associations made by the public are normal.
Afterall, economic activities form the foundation
of the society we live in, and materialistic pursuits
are very much part of many people's lives.

However, SBL Directors are all disciples
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of the Buddha who have taken refuge in the
triple gems. With heartfelt gratitude for the
nourishment from Buddha's teaching and a
desire to repay Buddha's kindness. Having
been entrusted by fellow members of SBL,

we voluntarily undertake to contribute to the
cause of Buddhism. We feel honoured for this
opportunity to serve SBL as volunteers. From the
day we were elected, we declared any conflict
of interests to the authorities and looked upon
the Directorship as our dharma practice and
this volunteerism as cultivation for blessing
and wisdom. As Directors, we have no special

privileges. What we have is the single-minded
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resolve to be a director who supports the Buddha Dharma and to be a role model to
fellow SBL members through our sense of responsibility and dedication to serve. This
is the original intention that is always in our mind. This is also the essence of SBL's
mission to propagate dharma for the benefits of all sentient beings. We have and will

always uphold this core principle.

4. Persist In Establishing A Progressive Governance Structure In

Keeping With The Times

Following our tri-celebration SBL's work has shifted from the rebuilding
of the main hall to dharma propagation and enhancement of our governance
structure. SBL's esteemed founders were Buddhist businessmen and intellectuals
who possessed the right views and right understandings. They skilfully integrated
modern business management philosophy into the day-to-day operations of SBL.
With the continual expansion of SBL's services which involve an increasing range of
professional expertise, the establishment of a rigorous and meticulous governance
structure based on legal regulations appropriate for current times has been a goal
that we continuously work towards.

A well-established governance structure is critical for the continuity of
SBL. We fully understand that a perfect system is not possible. However, we
persist with standardisation of the processes for SBL's administrative, financial,
human resources, dharma assemblies and other activities. This is to allow SBL
to have greater clarity and become more systematic and well-structured in its
operations. In this quest for better governance and processes, a top priority is the
expeditious completion of SBL's constitutional revamp. While upholding the three
'unchangings’, | believe a revamped constitution that is in keeping with the times
will form the core for SBL's sustained development. [t will crystallise greater shared
understanding, and within the rule-based governance structure, promote better
efficiency and effectiveness in the way we get things done. This is the 'change'
within the 'unchanging'.

The world is changing rapidly and our lives are constantly adapting to such
changes. Perhaps, the 'change' and 'unchanging' or the constant will be a perpetual
theme of mankind. SBL will hold fast to our core qualities amidst changing
conditions, and in holding on to our core qualities, adapt to changing conditions.
Through such 'change' and 'unchanging', we will steadfastly preserve our unique
qualities to chart a path that is distinctively SBL. I hope fellow members of SBL will
be able to do likewise in the pursuit of their own ideals and goals. For this Lunar
New Year, may | wish everyone an auspicious Year of the Tiger. May your wishes
come true and may your blessings and wisdom grow increasingly.

Namo Amituofo. @

(First published in Mandarin on DharmaWave Issue 66)
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The SBL Vision
Family Service Centre (FSC)

Thanks for all vour participation??

SBL CNY PHOTO-
TAKING COMPETITION

he FSC continues to help individuals and

families in need even as the Covid situation
persists. While the FSC opens its door to anyone
in need of counselling services, our financial
assistance schemes are limited to residents who
live in Tampines Central and Tampines West
region.

Below are some of our programmes for the

community:

1. Chinese New Year Celebrations 2022
This year, the FSC spread festive cheers to
the residents of Tampines by holding a virtual
celebration. The virtual celebration included
lucky draw and photo-taking competition to
encourage family bonding.
On top of that, we also distributed red

8 | ¥iHii#IE DharmaWave

packets and festive bags comprising food
items to the homes of 180 needy individuals
and families. During this exercise, we were
privileged to be supported by MPs of Tampines
GRC, Minister Masagos Zulkifli and Dr Koh Poh
Koon, and board members of the SBL Welfare

Foundation.

2. Grocery Shopping Programme

In collaboration with Tampines Central PAP
Community Foundation, 55 needy families from
the FSC were invited to a grocery shopping trip
at the NTUC FairPrice at Our Tampines Hub.
Each family was given $100 worth of NTUC
Fairprice vouchers.

The families attended a briefing by Dr. Koh
Poh Koon and were accompanied by volunteers
in their shopping. Besides helping the families
with their groceries, another objective of the
event was to educate the families on how to
stretch their dollars by getting similar household
products at a lower price. This would enable
them to get more products with the same

amount of budget.

3. Milk And Diaper Assistance (MADA)
The FSC continues to assist families with
children below five years old with our Milk and
Diaper Assistance. To date, we have assisted
around 100 children beneficiaries with a
monthly NTUC Fairprice vouchers of at least
$200.
In addition to financial support, the
FSC also aims to provide these families with
parenting knowledge and support. This month,

some parents signed up for a parent support



group with the FSC to get parenting tips as well
as support for parental stress. There will also be
upcoming talks on parenting strategies and how

to better manage their children.

4.LiteracyProgrammeForPre-Schoolers

The FSC recognises that education plays
a big part in breaking the cycle of poverty.
However, low-income families may not have the
resources to enrol their children in enrichment
programmes. This put them at a disadvantage as
compared to their more well-off peers.

To place these children on a fairer footing and
raise their confidence, the FSC is launching a series
of literacy programmes for young children staying
in rental blocks at Tampines Central and West. In
collaboration with the National Youth Council, the
FSC is starting the Kids Learn programme for 5-6
years old in April 2022 to help improve the literacy

il P zh &S ik HAPPENINGS

competency of these children.

Funding For The Family Service Centre

The FSC has been funded by the Ministry
of Social and Family Development (MSF)
and National Council of Social Service (NCSS)
since its operation in 1998. FSCs are set up in
communities to help and support low-income
and/or vulnerable individuals and families to
achieve independence, stability and resilience
through social work intervention.

The FSC is funded according to the number
of cases it serves. Recurrent fundings are
provided when the FSC adheres to the FSC
Service Model and achieves the social service
requirements set by the Ministry. The SBL Vision
FSC has maintained its professional standard
and have just been endorsed by MSF to continue

its services to the community. D
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Vesak Day

BHER Date
REBENB+H (15.05.2022)
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ANi#EERg Buddha Hall
ByiEl Time
4 10:00 am

BPEBNEL
Ceremony,Of Vesak Day
(f435. BR7E)

: |jiii:| M3 B F S LBk » The Singapore Buddhist Lodge
e 17-19 Kim Yam Road Singapore 239329 » +65 6737 2630 » www.sbl.org.sg » dharma_affair@sbl.org.sg
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EieedeomyEquality,

- JARdiBUddhism

By Teh Hooi Ling

re the supposedly 'liberal Western' values of freedom and equality at odds
with Buddhism?

Not at all!

In fact, Buddhism embodies equality and freedom.

Let Us Talk About Equality First

In Buddhism, all sentient beings are equal. We all have Buddha-nature in us. It
is just that we are clouded by greed, hatred and delusions. By cultivating our minds
to get rid of these three poisons, we can attain Buddhahood. The Buddha was in fact
once an average human like us. Through countless lifetimes of cultivation, Buddha
discovered the truth about life and the path to liberation. He decided to share his
findings with all sentient beings so that we too can attain enlightenment and take
the path towards Buddhahood.

The relationship between the Buddha and us is that of a teacher and students,
not that of a master and servants. Sentient beings do not exist to serve the Buddha.
And the Buddha does not decide who becomes rich, who gains enlightenment, and

ultimately which realm one gets reborn into.
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All sentient beings are governed by the
universal law of karma.

Deeds which are not done out of good
intentions, which are not guided by wisdom,
generosity and compassion will incur bad karma.
There will be no escaping the ripening of karma,
if not in this life, then in future lives. It does not
matter how rich, famous, powerful one is, nor the
gender or race of a person. Everyone is equal in
facing the consequences of their actions.

Precisely because of this, there are no
exalted ranks within the Buddhist community.
All are treated equally. If someone is revered
or respected, it is because we voluntarily do
so in admiration of their sincere and diligent
cultivation of the path. And we embrace all who
want to join the practice.

In Buddhism, all lives matter — including
those of animals. The first precept in Buddhist
teachings is to refrain from taking life, i.e. no
killing of any sentient beings.

Humans do not have any privileges over
animals. Again, all are subjected to the universal
law of karma and the cycle of rebirths. While our
past accumulation of good karma has led us to
fortunately be reborn in the human realm in this
life, we could easily have taken the form of a dog
or a mouse. Meanwhile, the cows, horses or birds
around us could have been our parents, siblings,
spouses or children from previous lifetimes who
were unfortunate to end up in a lower realm.
Therefore, just as how we would like to be treated
and how we would treat our family members, we
too should treat animals with compassion.

The essence of equality is captured in what
the Buddha taught his son Rahula on the Four
Immeasurables: 'Practise non-attachment to
overcome prejudice. Non-attachment is the way
of looking at all things openly and equally. This is

because myself and others are not separate. Do
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not reject one thing only to chase after another.’

What About Freedom?

Buddhism emphasises the free will of
individuals. There are no commandments as
such. There is no coercion to do or not do this
and that. Buddhism informs practitioners of
what constitutes good actions such as practising
generosity and compassion, and what is bad,
such as greed, hatred and delusion. We decide for
ourselves which course of actions to take, bearing
in mind the law of karma that we will ultimately
bear the consequences of our own actions.

No one in the Buddhist community can pass
judgements on nor mete out any punishment to
anyone. We are not omniscient and we cannot read
minds. We may not fully appreciate the intentions
of certain actions. Buddhists leave the judgement
to the law of the country or the law of karma.

One of Buddha's teachings, Kalama Sutta, is
famous for its encouragement of free inquiry.

In that teaching, the Buddha was asked by
the Kalamas who were inhabitants of Kesaputta
how to discern which monks and brahmans
spoke the truth and which falsehoods.

The Buddha said: 'Do not go upon what has
been acquired by repeated hearing; nor upon
tradition; nor upon rumour; nor upon what is in a
scripture; nor upon surmise; nor upon an axiom;
nor upon specious reasoning; nor upon a bias
towards a notion that has been pondered over;
nor upon another's seeming ability; nor upon the
consideration: "The monk is our teacher." Kalamas,
when you yourselves know: These things are
bad; these things are blameable; these things are
censured by the wise; undertaken and observed,
these things lead to harm and ill, abandon them.'

The Buddha asked the Kalamas if it is good
or bad when a man, driven by greed/hatred/

delusions, Kills, steals, commits adultery and
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tells lies, and he prompts another too, to do likewise. The Kalamas agreed that these
are bad. So this is the criterion for rejection of a teaching.

Conversely when asked whether it will lead to benefit and happiness if a man,
in the absence of greed, hatred and delusions does not kill, steal, commit adultery
and lie, and prompts another too to refrain from such acts, the Kalamas said yes.
This, said the Buddha, is the criterion for acceptance of true teachings.

Hence, the Buddha gives his followers the freedom to question and evaluate all
teachings. This freedom is meant to help Buddhists avoid the pitfalls of fanaticism,
blind faith, dogmatism and intolerance.

Finally, Buddhism is the quest for liberation. What is liberation, if not freedom
— freedom from suffering, freedom from the cycle of rebirths, and freedom to
cultivate in Amitabha’s Pure Land?

In fact in these two aspects, 'Western values' (of freedom and equality), rather than
the traditional Chinese teachings of Confucianism are more congruent with Buddhism.
For example, Confucianism says that human beings have different positions in society
— some higher, while others are lower. Only by strictly following the rules and etiquette
for each position, with everyone playing their roles accordingly, no matter an emperor
or a peasant, will there be harmony and order in society. This mixture of Confucianism

with feudalism has been vehemently criticised by people in modern Chinese history.

So Why Are Freedom And Equality Important?

We can practise Buddhism because there is freedom of religion. We can believe in
Buddha's teachings because there is freedom of thought. We can hear the teachings of
Buddha and share the teachings of the Buddha with others because there is freedom
of speech. We have time to practise Buddhism because we have freedom over the use
of our time, and that we are not in servitude. The fact that we can go to the temple to
practise is because there is freedom of movement. That we can gather in the temple
for our practice is because there is freedom of peaceful assembly and association.

Meanwhile, we definitely do not want a world where because of misplaced
social or political conventions, we are condemned to a life in servitude with none
of the freedom mentioned above. We do not want a world where some people are
above the law, and can oppress others who are less powerful or less privileged with
no consequences. We do not want a world where all the riches go to a small group
of people while the rest struggle to put food on the table and many die of starvation.

Hence values of freedom and equality are worthy aspirations, whether in the
East, West or any part of the world. And they should not be taken for granted.

Buddha in his infinite wisdom recognised this more than 2,500 years ago, way
before the Western liberal movement or ideology even began.

Put another way, Western liberal ideology does not have monopoly on the values
of freedom and equality. These are inherent in the teachings of The Buddha. @
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Biography Of The Thirteenth
Patriarch Of The Chinese
Pure Land Tradition

Great Master Yinguang (1)
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AR BERBEST.
Great Master Yinguang was born in 1861, in Shanxi Province's Héyang County,
in a Zhao family and was named Shaoy1. When young, he followed his brother
(—) to study Confucianism and was inclined to take on propagation of Confucianism as
his personal responsibility, echoing the criticism of Han and Ou to refute Buddhism.
Later, when by sickness besieged for several years, he began to awake to his past
wrongdoings, as he suddenly reformed his former thoughts. With his world-
transcending conditions matured, he renounced his householder life at LiAnhuadong
Monastery at the southern peak of Mount Zhongnan under Venerable Daochin
to become a monk. In the following year, he received full ordination at Shanxi
Province's Ankang County, in Shuangxi Monastery.
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When Great Master was six months old, he had an eye disease and
was on the verge of losing his sight. Although he recovered later, his
eyesight was already impaired. When slightly reddish, he would then be
unable to see. After his renunciation, while at Hibéi's Lianhua Monastery,
he served as its guest attendant. When he was helping to sun its siitra
books, he chanced upon an incomplete version of Longshi's Pure Land
Text. He then came to know that the Dharma Door Of Mindfulness Of
Buddha for rebirth in Pure Land is the essential path for liberation
from the cycle of birth and death in this immediate life.

KNIFNEFE %, REEAZLINME. HERE, RIESGHER,
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Whenever Great Master wrote too much, his eyes would turn red to
become bloodshot. Due to this eye disease, he deeply awakened to the body
as the root of suffering. Thus, whenever he had free time, he would focus on

64 | ¥iHi#E DharmaWave



BREL: B (KIP) | 5: XF
Wis: FErE+=4

Bt R () 8 (B) | F: T
kY BREEARFRE (48 [SfE])
A 18625 | 424 F: 19405

EX3) K LBYPHEREREE ¥

Place Of Birth: Shanxi Province, Héyang County

A48 7 Brief Biodata
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Monastic Dharma Name: Shi Yinguang (Great Master) | Alternative Name: Shéngliang
Status: Thirteenth Patriarch Of The Pure Land Tradition (School)
Family Name: Zhao (Surname) Shaoyi (Name) | Other Name: Zirén

Year Of Birth: 1862 C.E. | Year Of Rebirth: 1940 C.E.

Best Known Works: Dharma Master Yinguang's Collected Writings (1st to 3rd Compilation);
Great Master Yinguang's Complete Collection (Seven Volumes), Record Of Dharma Master
Yinguang's Excellent Words (by Layperson Li Yuanjing compiled), Shanghai Dharma Assembly
For Protection Of The Country And Cessation Of Disasters’' Dharma Words, and others
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reciting the Buddha's name (Amitu6fé: iR P
138). After the assembly went to sleep at night, he
would again arise, to sit and recite the Buddha's
name. Even when writing, his mind also did

not depart from the Buddha's name. Therefore,
although it was strenuous with the disease, he
resolutely wrote on, and was still able to, with
difficulty. The eye disease later completely
healed. Due to this, he had profound faith that the
meritorious virtues of reciting the Buddha's name
are inconceivable. Then was he with his personal
practice transforming others, to first be with Pure
Land as the destination for return, due to this,
then beginning practice. Great Master cultivated
the Pure Land path, over a long time and with
complete sincerity. At 26, he arrived at the Pure
Land's practice centre at Mount Hénglud's Zifu
Monastery to practise mindfulness of Buddha.
Within three years, other than the Main Practice
of mindfulness of Buddha, he studied the Great
Vehicle's sutras. Through wonderful uniting with
the Buddha's mind, his cultivation of pure karma
greatly advanced.
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At 33, responding to the invitation of
Venerable Huawén of Mount Plitud’s Fayu
Monastery to protect the treasury of siitras, he
went southwards and resided in an empty room
in the sttra repository tower of Fayli Monastery.
For close to 20 years, he roused his resolve to
diligently cultivate, and deeply entered the
treasury of siitras. Occasionally, perhaps receiving
the monastery's assembly's strong invitation, he
would then speak on the Pure Land siitras. With
speaking completed, he would soon after enter
a solitary retreat. In his study room, he wrote,
'With reciting of the Buddha's name awaiting
for death'. With this for self-encouragement, his
learning and practice advanced by many folds.
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After Great Master's renunciation, for more
than 30 years, from the beginning to the end, he
concealed to hide his talents. Not delighting in
associating with many people, he also did not
wish people to know his name. Over a long time,
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in day and night, he upheld Amitu6f4's name,
and soon attained Samadhi From Mindfulness
Of Buddha. In his later years, other than greatly
propagating the Dharma, he would at his
convenience, have solitary retreats at Stizhou's
Baogu6 Monastery. In 1937, at Stizhou's Mount
Lingyan to have a mindfulness of Buddha retreat
for a spiritual breakthrough, when Great Master
replied to a Japanese person's enquiry about

his recent activities, he replied. 'Since reaching
Lingyan, of whatever famous scenic place, of all,
[ will not go to visit them, with my aspiration
hoping to be reborn in Pure Land, not with
famous scenic places bothered thus.' This was
enough to prove that Great Master, with all of his
life's travels and teachings, and with his conduct
propagating the Dharma, he was only mindful of
impermanence, and resolutely sought rebirth in
Pure Land.

19114, XImS2%, GESFE LI AINX
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In 1911, when Great Master was 52,
layperson Gao Hénian obtained several of Great
Master's articles for publication in Shanghdi
Buddhist Studies Journal, with his signed name
as Changcan. Although no one knew who he
was, yet his words with Prajiia were already
enough to inspire readers' good roots to grow.
When Xd Weird, Zhou Méngyou
and many other laypersons
saw them, they repeatedly
searched and collected

|

Great Master's articles, to be
published as Dharma Master
Yingudng's Collected Writings,
which was by the Commercial
Press, Zhonghua Book
Company and the Buddhist
circle widely circulated. Great
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Master's virtuous name, due to this, then became
famous locally and overseas.
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With his Collected Writings, they truly
marked the beginning of Great Master's
propagation of the Dharma. Due to reading of
his Collected Writings, then greatly admiring the
Great Master's morality, good men and faithful
women who desired to line up by his door and
walls to be his disciples by the day increased to be
many. Perhaps sailing by sea and climbing steps
up mountains, then requesting to be accepted
as disciples, or with letters to and fro then
requesting to be given Dharma names. In more
than 20 years, of those who took refuge through
Great Master, their numbers cannot be counted.
Thus, relying on his teachings for practice, of
those eating as vegetarians, practising recitation
of the Buddha's name, and diligently cultivating
pure karma, men and women who were able to
attain rebirth in the Western Pure Land were too
numerous to mention one by one.
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who ride on their vows to come
again, are different with those
who respond to the occasion,
and those who respond to
disasters. Those encountering
eras of great peace are those
responding to the occasion
then born. Those encountering
chaotic periods are those
responding to disasters then
born. Within the Pure Land
Tradition's masters, Great
Master Huiyuan and Great
Master Yinguang were those
responding to disasters then born. Great Master
was born in the Qing Dynasty's Xidnfeng's 11th
year, just when the Anglo-French garrison troops
attacked and broke through Béijing. Thereafter,
were incessant fights between warlords, Japanese
bandits' invasion of China and so on. At this time,

with China in chaos and turmoil, and the country's
people at that time with worries, suffering and
extreme distress, Great Master highly raised the
Dharma torch of worldly Dharma for practising
good, and the world-transcending Dharma of
mindfulness of Buddha for seeking birth in

Pure Land, to comfort the broken spirits of the
country's people, resolutely and sincerely urging
devotees to understand causes, to be cautious of
their effects, when in times of emergencies with
difficulties, suffering and distress, to sincerely
uphold the sacred name of Namé Guanshiyin Pusa
(Homage to and refuge in Contemplator of The
World's Sounds Bodhisattva), to latently eliminate
distress and difficulties when they are yet to

bud, with the Buddha's teachings pull up those in
raging waves already fallen, to reduce and lighten
the suffering and difficulties of the people. It is
difficult to, with words, speak of his formless and
utmost virtues. Comparing them with meritorious
virtues that can be seen, that can be heard, they
are also difficult to be with them inferred.
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... [O]f those eating as vegetarians,
practising recitation of the Buddha's name,
and diligently cultivating pure karma,

men and women who were able to attain
rebirth in the Western Pure Land were too
numerous to mention one by one.
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Other than using the formats of words with
Prajiia and teaching of siitras to speak the Dharma
for propagating the Pure Land Dharma Door, Great
Master also established Mount Lingyan Monastery
as a ten-directional practice centre for cultivation
of the Pure Land path. Personally and definitively
establishing the terms of its constitution, it
was truly as this Dharma-Ending Age's model
monastery. Great Master even contributed his
allowance to encourage others to donate, to
widely print siitra books for circulation, founding
Hoénghuasheé. For more than 20 years, all kinds of
Buddhist books that were printed numbered not
less than 4 to 5 million, with more than 1 million
pictures of Buddha images, with this propagation
of the Dharma to transform, that was voluminous
and widespread, in China and beyond.
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Great Master was hardworking and frugal
all his life, paying attention to cherishing of
his blessings. His food, clothing, lodging and
others were all extremely simple and coarse,
as he strongly rejected the exquisite. He ate
only to allay hunger, not seeking that to suit
his taste. With clothing chosen only to keep
out the cold, he rejected the flamboyant. When
having offerings of delicious food and beautiful
clothing, not only declining and not accepting
them, he would then transfer them, to give
them to others. If the offered items are ordinary
objects, he would then order them to be turned
over to the storeroom, with everyone together
shared, definitely not with them for personal
use. Sprinkling water and sweeping to wash
and clean his room, everything was by himself
handled. When receiving invitations to go out to
speak and teach, although for him preparing a
sedan chair, he would also be not willing to sit on
it, seeing riding on it as losing his blessings thus.
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Great Master personally practised
thriftiness. However, when treating people, he
was with extremely great kindness. For all good
men and faithful women who made offerings
to him, he would, all on their behalf, widely
plant them in fields of blessings. Using them
to circulate siitra texts, and to supply relief
for the hungry and poor. Whenever hearing of
wherever encountering disasters and in states
of emergency, he would do his best to promote
donations. With compassion sympathising with
sentient beings having suffering and difficulties,
it was utmost, without that to be added.
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Great Master's Pure Land thought, from the
above, succeeded the blood lineage of ancient
Buddhas and Patriarchs, for the below, agreed
with the roots and capacities of recent times'
sentient beings, with word by word returning to
the source, word by word for seeing the truth.
Truly as a great treasury of bright light that
flows to present sincere and true Dharma words,
his teachings were granted as a treasure for
the present era's sentient beings, that must be
urgently discussed and kept in mind. As Great
Master knew each Buddhist tradition deeply
and widely, his worldly and world-transcending
knowledge and learning was deep, and with
mindfulness of Buddha's practice already having
reached samadhi, thus are his words with the
power to gather, receive and protect, that is
extremely strong. As Great Master's Pure Land
thought is vast and rich, now gathering their
essentials, they are as below, briefly presented.
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With attentive studying of Great Master's
Collected Writings, one can at any time feel Great
Master's mind, to be with painstaking sincerity
and benevolence, for delivering us and other
sentient beings, to depart from suffering's ocean
of birth and death. From the perspective of
correspondence between the Buddha's teachings
and sentient beings' roots, Great Master already
provided the most excellent choice for us.
According to Great Master, medicine is without
the noble and lowly, as that which heals sickness
is good. The Dharma is without the good and bad,
with that suiting capacities then wonderful. In
times of the past, humans' roots were excellent,
with knowledge abundant like forests, with the



cultivating of any one Dharma
teaching, all then were able to
realise the path.
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In this immediate world
now, with humans' roots coarse
and inferior, the knowledgeable are rare and
few. If abandoning the Pure Land path, one is
then without cause for liberation. The Pure Land
Dharma Door universally covers those of high,
medium and low roots, unifying and gathering all

teachings of the Vinaya, Stitra and Chan traditions.

[t is like timely rain that moisturises all living
beings, and like the great ocean that receives all
rivers. Of the partial and complete, sudden and
gradual, of all Dharma teachings, none do not
from this Dharma realm flow. With the Great and
Small Vehicles, skilful and true, of all practices,
none do not also return to this Dharma realm. Not
needing to sever confusions and evil karma, yet
attaining in advance the position of one lifetime
to replacement, immediately in this one life attain
perfect Bodhi. If the nine realms' sentient beings
depart from this door, those above will not be able
to completely accomplish the Buddhas' path. If the
ten directions' all Buddhas abandon this Dharma
teaching, for those below, they will not be able to
universally benefit sentient beings.
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The Pure Land Dharma
Door is the most wonderful and
most profound, with starting
of its practice easy, yet with its
success rate high, with exerting
of efforts little, yet with attaining
of results swift, this completely
relies on the Buddha's power.
Universally covering the three
roots, regardless of the rich or
honoured, poor or lowly, old or
young, male or female, wise or
foolish, monastics or laypeople,
of scholars, farmers, artisans,
merchants and all other people,
as all are able to practise it,
all can be reborn in the Pure
Land. Thus is it with thousands of siitras and ten
thousand treatises, that everywhere point to it for
return. Of former nobles and past virtuous ones,
everyone inclined towards it.
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The Pure Land Dharma Door is thus truly
the essential path of the Thus Come Ones, for
universally delivering sentient beings, and the
wonderful Dharma for sentient beings to, in this
immediate life, exit suffering. In the world of
the present, even if ancient Buddhas who have
already accomplished Right Awakening manifest,
they definitely will not separately, away from
'having harmonious human relationships, to the
utmost fulfilling responsibilities, and paying of
attention to the Pure Land Dharma Door', have
other teachings that are promoted. Even if Great
Master Bodhidharma is present in this period, he
will also be relying on this Dharma Door with the
Buddha's power, for teaching and guiding, with
this timing as the cause and condition, and with
true existence (absolute reality) as the root. D
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