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istinguished Guests, Directors, and
D Volunteers...

An auspicious afternoon to everyone!
Today, the Singapore Buddhist Lodge (SBL) is
holding the inauguration ceremonies of the 46th
Board of Directors, together with the 20th SBL
Education Foundation Council, and the 20th SBL
Welfare Foundation Council. On behalf of SBL, |
would like to extend my warmest welcome to all
our distinguished guests.

Minister Shanmugam is busy with
government matters but took the time to come
here today, to preside as our guest-of-honour.
Please give him your warmest applause.

Since the reconstruction of SBL initiated
by our late President Mr. Lee Bock Guan in
October 2014, with active participation of the
44th and 45th board of directors, construction
consultants and volunteers, we finally overcame
numerous difficulties and challenges. Without
dishonouring our mission, we had completed

SBL's biggest construction project ever.
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By Tan Lee Huak

On the 8th day of the 12th lunar month of
2019, we successfully held the Tri-Celebrations'
ceremony for SBL's 85th Anniversary,
Consecration Ceremony and Opening of the new
Buddha Hall.

After the Tri-Celebrations, SBL shifted its
focus from reconstruction to 'Propagation of the
Dharma to Benefit Sentient Beings', to improve our
administrative system and management standard.
Although with the outbreak of COVID-19 in early
2020, we stayed true to our initial motivation.
While implementing strict pandemic prevention
measures, we served our members and devotees
with our utmost efforts. Beyond our essential
Dharma propagation activities and usual Dharma
classes, we launched the '"Miaoji Children Dharma
Class' and 'SBL English Dharma Class'". This is
the first time SBL has such projects. SBL's Daily
Cultivation and Dharma Assemblies that are
conducted through 'live’ telecast and on-site
participation are now 'new normal’ arrangements

to propagate the Dharma.



SBL has entered its 87th anniversary.

In this year's board election, there were 31
candidates, and after the ballots were opened on
30th May, 21 directors were elected, with nine
new members.

During an organisation's different stages of
developments, the criteria of talents vary. After
serving as SBL's President since 2017, the focus
of the previous two terms of directors was on
reconstruction and improvement of financial
management. We were then able to welcome
a group of dedicated professionals to serve as
directors. In this term, many have participated in
our Dharma classes, with some serving
in SBL's Education and Welfare Foundation
Councils for many years. The overall education
level of the directors has created a much higher
level of cohesion. The age range also shows a
graduated pattern, which a healthy organisation
should have, presenting a new outlook. In order
to adapt to the uniqueness of modern society
centred around knowledge and information, this
board of directors can be said to be inheriting the
important mission to succeed SBL's past, and to
be open to the future.

Today, our 46th Board of Directors are
sworn in. Remembering what the late President
Mr. Lee Bock Guan often said, let me again
remind all directors: 'SBL's directors do not have
"privileges", but only more "responsibilities" and
"awareness for self-discipline”. We are all lay-
disciples of the Triple Gem. Each should possess
the mind of giving back to society, as entrusted
and supervised by SBL. members. We are
dedicated to the cause of propagating Buddhism
voluntarily. Please remember: We are here to
"voluntarily" aspire to cultivate the meritorious
virtue of generosity, to cultivate blessings and
wisdom! Therefore, we ought to be directors

with responsibility, awareness for self-discipline,
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dedicated spirit, and determination to propagate
the Dharma, to be exemplary for members. This is
our initial motivation to always keep in mind.

The success of SBL was based on the efforts of
many previous virtuous leaders, whose
selfless dedication fulfilled the philosophy of
the Buddhist Pure Land Tradition. And, through
their trials and tribulations, laid down its solid
foundation. The founding philosophy of SBL is
definite and its mission is clear. Senior Venerable
Zhudndao, Mr. Lee Choon Seng (Li Junchéng) and
others initiated the establishment of SBL. SBL
has always been based on Chinese Mahayana
Buddhism as its foundation, characterising its
teachings with the Pure Land Dharma Door.
Venerable Zhuandao used to lead SBL Amitabha
Buddha's name chanting group every Wednesday
and Saturday, without disruption. With his diligent
hard work, SBL became the pioneer centre for the
Pure Land Dharma in Southeast Asia. Subsequently
Senior Venerable Kong Hiap (Guanggia) came from
China and under his guidance for more than 50
years, previous Presidents like Mr. Chén Guangbié
and Mr. Lee Bock Guan, stayed committed to this
path. SBL also cast the tallest Amitabha Buddha
statue in Southeast Asia for the public to revere
and prostrate to. Therefore, at any time, we must
not swerve and lose these traditional roots. They
are of foremost importance.

Secondly, Buddhist communities must
adopt the ideology of the Six Harmonies as
the highest guidelines to work together. Only
by uniting and cooperating with the same
aspirations and virtues, can we complement
each other's strengths to reach new heights
within the limited term of office. At our first new
board of directors' meeting, we have passed the
'Code of Conduct for Directors', which is one
of the most important initiatives in improving

SBL's administrative system. I believe that in
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our future endeavours, we will gather more
consensus with one another, and continuously
improve our system, with independence and
without interference, to better achieve our goals.
Thirdly, having actively participated in
elections, we commit to serve SBL and are
fortunate to be chosen as directors, this is an
honour but also a responsibility. With blessings
of the Triple Gem, we are entrusted by many
members to shoulder the responsibilities of
managing and expanding SBL, and from now on,
we must 'desire to be as all Buddhas' dragons and
elephants (to take on great responsibilities), first
be as sentient beings' horses and bulls (to serve
them).' Retain your initial motivation and do not
backslide. For the masses! For Buddhism! What
is most important is that SBL can continue to
propagate the dharma to benefit sentient beings,
and for Singapore's religious harmony. Keep
in mind today's oath. Serving with this 'initial
motivation', we will surely achieve better results.
The two-year term is very short. | hope
that during this difficult pandemic period, the
new directors can work together to provide
the public with more meaningful spiritual food,
and more compassionate assistance to the
less fortunate. Together, we can ride out these
difficult times. At the same time, we must as
usual assume social responsibilities, maintain
religious and racial harmony, as well as dedicate
to help disadvantaged groups in Singapore. May
we become a good role model as a religious
organisation, by strengthening exchanges and

dialogues, respecting one another and leading

devotees to establish right multicultural values.
We believe that if we are united and have clear
goals, we will achieve better propagation of the
Dharma to benefit sentient beings, and a better
administrative system, to further our spiritual
traditions and more. Let us lead the SBL team
towards a thousand years of greater undertakings!
Namé Amitusfs. D
(This article is a speech by the Lodge's
President Mr. Tan Lee Huak given on the
inauguration ceremony of 46th Board of
Directors, as edited by the editorial team.)

With blessings of the Triple
Gem, we are entrusted by
many members to shoulder the
responsibilities of managing
and expanding SBL, and from
now on, we must 'desire to be
as all Buddhas' dragons and
elephants (to take on great
responsibilities), first be as
sentient beings' horses and
bulls (to serve them).'

* 73407 The Six Harmonies are to be: (1) & #1[E{¥ Harmony of bodies through dwelling
together, (2) A A7 1% harmony of speech through refraining from argument, (3) EF1[E 15
harmony of minds through shared joy, (4) JL#1[E f## harmony of views through a common
understanding, (5) #( F[E1& harmony of precepts through common cultivation, and (6) FF
[8 14 harmony of benefits through shared enjoyment.
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20214E E—ASfEFE #EIZ
2021— 43rd Baich Endeavour Award

3K FE Awardee: ¥FF%TT Alicia Koh Jing Yuan
ZH School: F#&E/\%: Alexandra Primary School
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ndeavour Award winner, Alicia Koh said, 'l have always been a focused and diligent student because I
Eenjoy my life in school, "growing" and "glowing" each day. I am always excited and looking forward to
lessons, because there is always something new waiting for me to learn and understand.

However, like many other students, there are times when it has been difficult and challenging.
This such moment started for me this year in Primary 5! It is suddenly dawned upon me that school
subjects are now demanding a lot more time. [ noticed that my school work is becoming more
challenging than before, and there are many things I need to juggle with after school too.

Despite these roadblocks, I told myself that I can do it little by little, and I realised that I
am able to manage my studies slowly too. [ began to prove to myself that I can juggle things that
seemed difficult at the start but after some planning and learning to prioritise my work, I am able to
overcome the overwhelming feelings of not being able to cope. [ know that if I can do it, others can
too! So, never give up too soon or too easily — things do become manageable if we persevere.'

Alicia was accorded the Endeavour Award as she demonstrated excellent holistic development
qualities not only in her academic grades but also in areas like leadership, personal qualities, music,

sportsmanship and has become a role model for her peers. @
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$RIZE Awardee: Nur Muhammad Shahyaan Jazib Bin Nabeel
Z# School: : X [E/\%: Boon Lay Garden Primary School
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TR, fhaE B LR, BARE T—RAEERARIELF. ShahyaanfE20205 M 3k 18
TEdusaveSsH 415 5Bk %532 (Edusave Awards for Achievement, Good Leadership and
Service, FREAGLES). @

hahyaan is a model of good behaviour. He is always respectful towards his teachers and
Sclassmates in which he wins their respects and is well-liked by them. He is also considerate and
thoughtful in his actions.

Shahyaan excels in his academics. He pushes himself and seeks continuous improvement to
maximise his potential. He is humble and often extend help to his classmates when they are in need.
He also possesses leadership qualities and skills which leads the group to work harmoniously.
Shahyaan has high expectations of himself and always strives to achieve the best. He is also an
independent and self-motivated learner who possess positive attitude towards the work assigned.

As a Prefect Executive Committee, Shahyaan assumes his duties seriously and executes them
with pride and eagerness. Being unbiased and stands for what is right, Shahyaan will highlight on
what was wrong to prevent further mistakes. Other contributions include planning and participating
in school events like Teacher's Day celebration among other events.

Shahyaan exhibited resilience in his CCA (Floorball). As Level Captain, he perseveres in giving his best
in each practice and builds positive relationship with his fellow teammates. When the team faces setback,
he is able to hold their morale high and motivate them to do better the next round. Shahyaan was also
awarded the Edusave Awards for Achievement, Good Leadership and Service (EAGLES) in 2020. ‘2
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#RIE Awardee: SKFE Jolin Cheong Zi Ning
ZR School: ILHEF L Northlight School

g_l:{ BUET201 6 WAL IR BRI, RGN,
B4t B A e R A ZS 1B 5 E F 1A SR
Fo LFERANBRBRTEZRN S, HBEWSKIT
FNARSERRBEEIHBT.

AFAE—E X BIRWREXE, FrAE=FR
A EFTRENBEEE IS MAELZHEFBNREE
FlFRSFRSGNBRREECB I ZHEFRXET
—F. XIER M —HIBEKHEE,

BE—XREEFINEHSBAERBRE . £1XH
B, R ZMAMPRDERRIFERR, HFEWUAES

2020517, ABERILFFR. BT ENEENE
FELL/NA S, FTARUE TS INTR . BRAZEEEE)D
RYBAEUENER, AR T IRANRE.

2 E, BEEA—MANAN—R, 72021562
R H A F RO R 75Tk FFRI AR RS 1 SEmE 85l ERE TBEERSREF
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olin was admitted to NorthLight School (NLS) in 2016. Although reserved by nature, her sincerity
]and pleasant demeanour helped her get along with her classmates well. NorthLight School
represents a second chance to make good on what was not achieved during P.S.L.E.

As she had always been keen in the world of Food and Beverage, Jolin sought to get a place in
Hospitality in Year 3. Graduating with a good GPA in the ITE Skills Certificate (ISC) meant a step
closer to entering ITE, something that she aspired to accomplish.

Due to an unexpected incident, Jolin was abruptly pulled out of school. Her teachers and friends
continued to keep in contact with her and advised her to consider returning to school.

Joline was re-enrolled at NLS in January 2020. Jolin had to start afresh with new faces and she
was two years older than her new classmates. She was initially hesitant. However, as her new Form
Teacher was familiar with her past situation, she felt reassured.

Academically, she attained the Outstanding Student Award in Hospitality Services (2020) at
the NLS 15th Awards Day Ceremony. Jolin was part of a 4-student team that contributed to a school event
for Total Defence Day (2021). She was also a participant in the Ignite Skills Challenge (2021). In first
semester 2021, Jolin was also formally inducted as an NLS School Councillor; a testament to her hard
work, perseverance and positive attitude. Good things do come to those who believe and persist. D

Flower Vector: Freepik
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Mr. Puang Kwong Ann
Donated 35 Tons Of
Rice To Muslim Society
Through SBL 85 Choo Woon Hock

This is a beautiful story of how a kind Christian
facilitated the Singapore Buddhist Lodge's (SBL)
assistance to Muslims.

n 2 May this year, SBL donated 35 tons of jasmine rice to Ba'alwie
Mosque, supporting their acts of generosity during Ramadan.

Every year, the Mosque will collect rice, foodstuff and others
to distribute to low-income and needy families. The Muslims
believe that they have a responsibility to help those with financial
difficulties to ease their everyday life's burdens.

Since 1980, SBL has regularly been distributing part of the
rice donated by its members and the public to Islamic institutions
and other charities in need.

This round, SBL's donation of 35 tons of fragrant rice, not
only displayed the usual act of Buddhist generosity of spirit, it also
had another layer of universal fraternity.

Born In Sibu, Studied In England

As it turns out, this rice donation drive was supported by a
benevolent person whom SBL never knew, Mr. Puang Kwong Ann.
Mr. Puang is a Christian, whose initial idea was to donate rice to
SBL but ultimately his donation benefitted many Muslim families
instead.

Mr. Puang was born in Sibu in Malaysia. He went to England to
further his studies after high school and returned to Malaysia in the
80s. Not long after, he chose to come to Singapore to further himself.

'l studied finance. At that time, Singapore was pacing itself to
become an international financial hub. Lots of foreign banks started
to develop here. I was hired by a French bank and worked under the
Loan Department, putting in practice what [ had studied.'

A few years later, he left the bank to work in a trading
company. Ten years ago, he set up his own company, Utama

Overseas Trading Pte Ltd, that deals with daily necessities.
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'Unintentionally'Planting Willow That Becomes Shade.

Mr. Puang said, as a lifelong Christian, he was deeply influenced by the spirit
of universal fraternity. In the years when his finances allow with surplus, he would
donate.

'When I do good deeds, race and religion is never a concern. Everyone's blood
is red. When and where there is need, I will do my best to help.’

He recalled that when he wanted to donate 35 tons of fragrant rice, he had no
charity organisation in mind. So, he told his good friend Mr. Liu Khee Fang (Qifang)
about it.

Mr. Puang disclosed that Mr. Liu is his neighbour for many years. Knowing that
Mr. Liu is helpful and familiar with the current situation of Singaporean society, he
approached Mr. Liu for advice.

'Mr. Liu told me that although SLB is a Buddhist organisation, it is one of the
most well-known charities in Singapore. Yearly, an amount close to SGD2 million
is allocated as "angbao" to the elderly and bursaries to students who are less
privileged. Before the pandemic, SBL also provided three free meals for visitors all
year round, regardless of race or religion.'

After Mr. Liu's introduction, Mr. Puang felt that SBL was the most suitable.

Doing Good Without Regard For Fame

With the assisstance of Mr. Liu, in mid-April, they met up with SBL President
Mr. Tan Lee Huak, Honorary Treasurer, Ms. Chan Poh Swai and other key directors.
In the meeting, Mr. Tan suggested the possibility of transferring this donation to a
mosque that was preparing to celebrate Eid al-Fitr.

'l had no objection; as it is still a charity anyway.

On 27 May, Mr. Puang drove to Ba'alwie Mosque located at Bukit Timah to learn
more about its situation. He explained that 35 tons of rice will fill one and a half
containers. Eight trucks will be required if all the rice was to be loaded in one go. How
should 1400 packs of 25 kg each be transported to the mosque? Does the mosque
have a large storage place? He needed to figure all these things out in advance.

'Do not do good things badly, or it brings a lot of trouble to other parties', he
explained.

On 28 May, after careful arrangement and through full cooperation with the
person in charge at the mosque, 35 tons of jasmine rice were finally delivered. 1400
packs of rice would benefit more than a thousand Muslim families.

The compassionate Mr. Puang said: 'My ability is limited. This round of
donation hopefully inspires other people to play a part in doing good deeds.’

Thus, this is how the wonderful kindness of a Christian accomplished SBL's
support of a mosque. ‘@

(Translated by SCCY Translation Team)
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Scolding Your
Parents, Relieved
Or Burdened?.,,.....

while ago, in the waiting room of Jiangsi's

Kanshan train station, a father in his
late 60s missed his train home after becoming
highly intoxicated. His worried and furious son
slapped him thrice in public. No doubt, these
three slaps did not sober him, and the son still
had to cover his father with a coat to take care of
him. Netizens' opinions were split on this matter,
a 'reproach-father' camp and a 'reproach-son'
camp were formed. Before reaching any closure,
as the COVID-19 pandemic broke out in Hébéi
province, and a riot erupted at USA's Capitol Hill,
netizens' attention then gathered elsewhere.

Those who often read gossip would know
that for most world events, big ones often
become casual chats, and small ones tend to be
hard to judge, specifically family matters, which
can be complex and tedious to reduce to right or
wrong. For instance, in the heat of the moment,
the son's mind was naturally incensed and full of
grievances. After those three slaps, he regretted
immensely. Days later, he was too ashamed to
face anyone. As for the muddled father, he would
probably be clueless about the incident if no one
told him about it. So, after changing their train
tickets and reaching their destination, the father
saw it as a reason to drink again. Perhaps the
guilty son would even propose an apology toast
to his father?

Ordinary people like us are slaves to 'our’
emotions. How many will think first, before
reacting? Emotions can lead to that good or bad,
yet neither right nor wrong by themselves.

Why should bystander netizens have
any kind of discussion? If each has different
preconceived views, they will not agree on any
subject. The problem lies in emotions that tend
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to be inserted in discussions. Perhaps there are

confused fathers or disobedient sons in their

lives? If so, they were just 'borrowing others'
mourning halls to cry about their unhappiness'.

When emotions are built up, untruthful opinions

are expressed. What is the point of debating

what is right or wrong then?

Let us use common sense and rules, without
raking up the past, or fuelling imagination, to
analyse the matter as it is:

e First, to hit anyone is not right;

e Second, to hit an old person is not right.

e Third, to hit an old person who is not able to
defend himself and is intoxicated is not right.

e Fourth, to hit an old person who brought you
up, who is not able to defend himself and is
intoxicated is not right;

For thousands of years, the social order of
the Chinese society's core ideology consisted of
Confucius' 'Three Guiding Principles and Five
Constant Regulations'. This set of ideology in the
Confucius era was considered reasonable. For
this incident, speaking for the son, as Confucius



said, 'If a father is nothing like a father, the son
will be nothing like a son'. If the father is not
father-like, the son will also not be son-like.

However, in a patriarchal society, there is
only order, no justification. The ideology of 'a
benevolent father and filial son' has degenerated
to the unreasonable ideology that 'there are
no faulted parents in this world’, causing
many children enormous pain and mental
derangement. With this long-term accumulation
of resentment, integrated with the Western
ideology of 'freedom’' and 'equality’, the parent-
child relationship thus lost its benchmark. Good
parents and children will acknowledge each
other as buddies, while bad ones will see each
other as enemies. The key problem is they have
their own set of relationship criteria and refuse
to comply with each other.

Such occurrence of slapping an elderly
father in public is rare. More common is children
finding faults in their parents. Parents are old,
weak and with outdated mindsets, which makes
most feel extremely inferior and timid. They
stay at home, watching TV and playing mahjong,
world-wearily living out their remaining years,
desperately hoping their children can visit them.
Yet in an inverted manner, children nitpick
their parents' shortcomings, belittling them
till they feel dejected and depressed. From the
standpoint of reason, this is unacceptable.

Quibbling on parents' shortcomings
is a detestable habit that is hard to sever.

Some Buddhists only changed their ways of
expression, while actually changing nothing.

A few years back, [ handled a reader's letter:

'l always wanted to discipline my father's
unhealthy habits, such as playing mahjong and
drinking. I felt that my parents did not care
about my mental well-being, and did not provide
me with right guidance. I have suffered from
schizophrenia for seven years. I wish to boost
family harmony, have gentle speech and become
healthy (mentally). But I do not know if it is
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alright to discipline my father. Please advise.'

Venerable Da'an's reply was direct: 'If you
have not disciplined yourself well, how could you
even discipline your father, with no shame? The
reason for your schizophrenia is because you
are unfilial. If you want to be healthy again, start
from being filial to your parents. As your parents
gave you life and fed you, even paying this debt of
gratitude for a lifetime, it will not be complete.

How could you blame your parents'
conduct? Your parents took care of you
physically and mentally for 30 years. Because
you are a rebellious and unfilial descendant, you
do not understand or fathom this. First, take
care of your mind. Your mental state is defective,
psychologically abnormal. It is due to the karmic
obstacles accumulated through immeasurable
kalpas of many rebirths. Also, your good
intentions and goodwill have yet awakened.

Your current problem is not to discipline
others, but yourself. You should abandon the
idea of disciplining your parents right now, for
that is not what a son should do. If you do not
change, you are an unfilial person.

[ hope you can recite the Buddha's name
(Amitu6f6) mindfully 10,000 times daily,
repent for your bad and unfilial deeds. Pray to
Amitabha Buddha for a sound mind, to help you
return to a normal family and social life. To the
utmost fulfil your duties. Sincerely aspire to seek
birth in the Western Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss.

For a schizophrenic, the Buddha's name is
the best prescription. It cures all disorders of
the mind and transforms the manic mind into
a healthy, pure, equanimous, compassionate,
grateful and repentant mind. Only a transformed
mind can bring harmony to your family and give
you a sound personality.'

Speaking of peace of mind, let us put
aside laws, feelings, relationships, and even
cultivation. Just reflect... After scolding your
parents, do you feel relieved or burdened? @

(Translated by Yihao)
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Is There Buddhist Minimalism?

In recent years, the minimalist lifestyle seems
to be the in thing. Is there a Buddhist take

on it? Yes, indeed... all along. Fundamentally,
Buddhist minimalism aims to minimise

growth and activity of the Three Poisons (of
attachment, aversion and delusion), so as to free
up the mind and life for nurturing abundance of
their antidotes (of generosity, compassion and
wisdom). After all, Buddhism is about spiritual
cultivation. Thus should we 'minimise evil
entirely, maximise goodness totally, and realise
purity completely'.

The unwholesome is minimised, so as to
maximise the wholesome. It just so happens that
when the poisons are minimised, material goods
that clutter and confuse life naturally reduce
too, as a very visible side-effect. There are also
elements of frugality in Buddhist living, to
crave less, and to be more content and grateful.
Without splurging blessings needlessly, there is
sharing with those in need instead.

Perhaps a better term to use to describe
the above concepts is 'asceticism'. Being ascetic
in nature is seen as virtuous, praised by the
Buddha himself. It should not be mistaken as
'extreme asceticism', which is to deny the body
even of healthy physical needs for clothing, food
and shelter. This would be self-mortification,
the wrong belief that subjecting oneself to pain
and discomfort will suddenly lead to their end,
to realise lasting bliss.

Ideal asceticism is never extreme, but
on the Middle Path. Neither with excess nor
lack, it is the art of living as simply as possible,
mindfully consuming, treasuring what we have
without hoarding. Even the 4Rs are practised

— by Refusing what is not needed, Reducing
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Buddhist minimalism aims
to minimise growth and
activity of the Three Poisons
(of attachment, aversion

and delusion), so as to free
up the mind and life for
nurturing abundance of their
antidotes (of generosity,
compassion and wisdom).
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what is gotten, Reusing what can still be used,
before Recycling the totally used. Refusing
and Reducing cuts greed, while Recycling and
Reusing recycles blessings.

Buddhist asceticism is not just practised
by ancient monastics or ascetics in the wild.
Adapting accordingly with practical needs,
it is applicable to laypeople with modern
urbanised lives too. Summing up all the above,
the Buddhist version of minimalism, or rather
asceticism, is to minimise the poisons, and to
maximise virtues, leading to greater generosity,
compassion, wisdom, frugality, contentment,
gratitude and simplicity.

Buddhist asceticism is thus more about
a way of being spiritually; not so much about
things materially. This way of being however,
does not let things get in the way, while skilfully
utilising things to support the most skilful way
of being. It is about mind over matter, about
minding the mind first, which naturally minds
all other matters. Our being should not be
limited by things, while things we have and use
should reflect our being.

The Buddha renounced his right to the
throne, which represented 'everything', and
became an ascetic with just a robe and bowl.
Nevertheless, he radiated complete well-
being and love for all upon enlightenment,
exemplifying the highest spiritual attainment
of ideal minimalism. The quest he undertook
was for renouncing, as totally as he could, of
what he did not need, and to focus on realising
reality, as completely as he did. Remember,
'Physical minimalism is a way with less things.
Spiritual minimalism is a path with more
being. D
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How Vasubandhu Bodhisativa
Repented For His Belittling Of
The Mahayana Teachings

SR A THBHEEATREOE o

T In the 'Great Tang Dynasty's Western Regions' Record (5th Scroll: Six
' Countries)' < KEPIHICY (B 7~E) by Tripitaka Dharma Master
Xuanzang with decree received and translated (= &% T X Z£Z=1431%F), he

wrote of the following intriguing account.

'From Asanga's lecture hall's ancient foundations, to the
northwest, of more than 40 Iis (or 20 kilometres), reaches an ancient
samgharama (or monastery), with its north facing the Ganges River,

within having a brick stiipa, more than a hundred feet high, where
Vasubandhu Bodhisattva (also known as KFEE [, the 21st
Indian Patriarch of the Chan Tradition (#5%) and co-founder of
the Yogacara Tradition (¥aiffll52): fl. 4th to 5th century C.E.) first
gave rose to the Great Vehicle's mind (of Bodhicitta to guide one

and all to Buddhahood).' (& HEEAILIU+RE, E&N

I, AIRFRMA, REREEER, 8RR, HREFYIRKE

1L>8bs ) Note [1]: The detailed physical location provides historical

authenticity of the incident below.

'When Vasubandhu Bodhisattva from North India reached
here, Asanga Bodhisattva then instructed his disciple, ordering
him to go wait [for him. It was not where Asanga was, who skilfully
pretended to be seriously sick to get Vasubandhu to visit him,

so as to correct his slander of the Mahayana (i.e. Great Vehicle's)
teachings.] Reaching this samgharama, they (Vasubandhu and
Asanga's disciple) encountered and met each other' (tf FZ=EFEEIL
EEETFIE, NEZEEFRHEIIA, SELRE. ZUHME, &
%= o ) Note [2]: As the distance to the destination was long, this rest
stop was arranged.
"Asanga’s disciple who stayed outside the house, after
midnight recited the "Ten Grounds' (Dasabhiimika) Siitra".' (Tt&
BFIEFREIN, Tz fE, 18 «THHE£Y o ) 'Vasubandhu, having

<« Vasubandhu Bodhisattva (13 E{#) Nara National Museum %= R 7% = {844

(Showa 8 — 1933)
Photo: Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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heard it already, was moved and awakened,
and felt remorse, "This is extremely profound
and wonderful Dharma, that in the past, was
never heard... (t3REZ, KIFEE: “BR
bk, EFr7k[E. ) Note [3]: If only those who
belittle or slander the Mahayana teachings open
their hearts and minds to sincerely listen and
learn them, they will, like Vasubhandu, come to
realise their great depth and splendour, to know
that they have to be taught by the Buddhas for
showing us the path to Buddhahood.

"... As my transgressions of slander,
originated from uttering of my tongue, my
tongue is as my transgressions' root, that
now should be eliminated by being severed."
Immediately holding in hand a sharp knife, he
desired to self-sever his tongue.' (HFiE 72,
BERTE, GAREK, SERE. " BIHEET,
AREWrE. ) Note [4] If not sincerely repented
for, serious slander of the Mahdyana teachings
can lead to fall into a low hell to suffer for a
very long time. Thus was Asaniga Bodhisattva's
concern for his half brother Vasubhandu. Karmic
retributions there might include having one's
tongue repeatedly pulled, severed (X &) and
regrown, having abused it when communicating.
Slander of the Mahdydna teachings is very grave
as it can destroy the faith of many on the path to
Buddhahood.

'"Then, he saw Asanga standing upright,
telling him, "These Great Vehicle's teachings,
are principles of the utmost truths, that all
Buddhas praise, by all noble ones those revered.
[ desired to teach you this, but you have now
self-awakened. Having awakened at such a time,
what good is like so?..." (JA L E(F I EH:

“RRREE, ZEZED, EHHE, KX
R BEAIER, ROBE. [FENR, A&
WNz? ) Note [5]: As Asariga Bodhisattva was

watching from afar, he knew what was happening
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These Great Vehicle's
teachings, are principles of
the utmost truths, that all
Buddhas praise, by all noble
ones those revered.

and manifested in time to instruct him. There is
no awakening better than timely awakening, on
one's own accord, although in the case, it was
with overhearing of the Mahdyana teachings too.
"... In all Buddhas' noble teachings, severing
of the tongue is not repentance. In the past
with your tongue having slandered the Great
Vehicle, now with your tongue praise the Great
Vehicle, to make up for your transgressions and
make a fresh start. This is, in spite of everything
(previously done), as good. By remaining silent
by cutting off speech, where are its benefits?"
Having made this statement already, he was
suddenly not again seen.' (I X%, WrHIF
1. BUERKTE, SUUEHRAE, WL B,
MHER, HAO%E, HRE? (tERI1ES, 2
RE . ) Note [6]: Although retribution in hell by
severing of the tongue is possible for slander of the
Buddha's teachings, there might not be complete
repentance through such retribution. Self-severing
of the tongue once also does not ensure the
negative karma from slander is eradicated. True
repentance now is practised not by severing the
tongue personally, but by using it to make amends,
to do more good than harm once done.
'Vasubandhu received the instruction, and
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I, having composed this [Rebirth] treatise to speak these
verses, vow to meet Amitabha Buddha, universally together,
with all sentient beings, to be reborn in

his Land Of Peace And Bliss.

thereupon did not sever his tongue. At dawn, he visited Asanga, for
consulting and receiving of the Great Vehicle's teachings. Therefore,
he studied meticulously; penetrated deeply and reflected upon
them, and produced the Great Vehicle's commentaries, altogether
with more than a hundred volumes, [which includes the Pure Land
Tradition's (7% 5%) Rebirth Treatise «{F4E£Y, furthermore
extensively proclaiming their practices. ' (113E& &y, FEAHTHo
BiERE, B AFE. TEMEER, FIAFER, NERS, 7

51T ) Note [7]: Although it is not easy for many who slander the
Mahdyana teachings to become great Mahdyana teachers, to express
repentance, they can nevertheless learn and practise these teachings
best they can, and encourage others to do so best they can too,
especially the most skilful Pure Land teachings. Along with sincere
repentance, the Pure Land teachings when practised well, assures
that the otherwise hellbound will reach Pure Land instead.

As below, are the first and twenty-fourth verses from
Vasubandhu Bodhisattva's Rebirth Treatise, which express his
personal aspiration to reach Pure Land too — 'Before the World-
Honoured One, I, with wholeheartedness, take refuge for life in the
one who exhausts the ten directions, as the Unimpeded Light Thus
Come One (i.e. Amitabha Buddha), vowing to be born in his Land Of
Peace And Bliss.' (B — /L, 138 R 177, LXK, BAEZR
‘RE . ) 'I, having composed this treatise to speak these verses, vow
to meet Amitabha Buddha, universally together, with all sentient
beings, to be reborn in his Land Of Peace And Bliss.' (¢ {Ei£ 1518,
B IRPEM, HIHERE, FERFH.) D

Asanga Bodhisattva (FTo & &%) Kofukuji Temple, Nara, Japan »
Photo: Public domain (Wikimedia Commons)
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= Biography Of The Twelfth
- Patriarch Of The Chinese
%

Pure Land Tradition
Great Master Chewu (1)

/.D]‘I‘Ej(ufﬁ_&ﬂ:@ﬁﬂﬂli, RS, ’RAFE (SAdtaFE
1 B) . KImghmans, KExEB, KREE, TAEKE. 22
SREXRE, RELDELE, KEHS. mEEEE, 2IELE,
R=_ZXmErtbZMEH L, B2F, SEEM.

Great Master Chéwu as born in 1741 C.E. to a Ma family, in

present day Hébéi Province's) Jingdong Féngrun (District).

= 1B

He was a highly intelligent child who loved to extensively read
classical and historical books. At 22, due to a great sickness,

he deeply realised impermanence of the body, thus aspiring to
renounce the household life. After his full recovery, he went to
Fangshan District to receive tonsure at Sanshéng Monastery
through old Venerable Rongchi. In the following year, he received

the complete monastic precepts.

ESZER, WE—EMH KBEREY , RYMRIEN, 15
FRX, BREZNKE, TRTI. IREFEEMITHEAESR,
REWE. FFBRZEAMET, T CEEEY « <EIBEEY |

KENEy FAFLMA, BT, SFHAEZ (R AR,
MR OEER) , UE=WHERMEE, TEHS.

He then travelled to study in many places. When he heard
Dharma Master Longyl speak the Stitra On Perfect Awakening, from
dawn to dusk, he did research and asked questions, to diligently
seek its profound meaning, to perfectly awaken to the entire
sttra's main points, which he became well aware of. He also relied
on Dharma Master Hui'an, to hear him speak on the Yogacara
Tradition, and attained its profound and wonderful essentials.
After which, under Dharma Master Biankong's seat, he listened
to his lectures on the Lotus Sitra, Stirangama Sitra, Diamond
Stutra and other Great Vehicle siitras, with which he had perfect
understanding with sudden awakening. On the Dharma-Nature
(E M 5R) Tradition and Dharma Characteristics Tradition ($£4H

%), profound implications of the Threefold Contemplation (%5 ¥:
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A&7 Brief Biodata

A4EE4T W GREAT VIRTUOUS ONES

Monastic Dharma Name: Shi Chéwu (Great Master) | Alternative Name: Méngdong
Status: Twelfth Patriarch Of The Pure Land Tradition (School)

Place Of Birth: Jingdong Feéngrun (present day Hébéi Province's Féngrun District)
Year Of Birth: 1741 C.E. | Year Of Rebirth: 1810 C.E.
Best Known Works: Méngdong Chan Master's Bequeathed Collection

contemplation of emptiness, {&¥: contemplation
of the falsely named, and A contemplation
of the Middle Path) and the Ten Vehicles, he

understood them without hindrances.

RePE33FL, NIMST BT ANLEm,
BRE B, MRES, < ERENIRF36MH, 2
Lttt B3R, BB, BRSH, BERY
MESE, BENME. 14FN—H, FEEHN
73, BRIk ERZERE, kK. 48
1, XIHRERFEAET, DEENE
RN, HEKPRAEBFFEREMA,
ERIF 0o BATALT, BANT6r. AL, E—&
B OAETTARL, TEENSHE .

During the winter in Emperor Qidnléng's
33rd year, Great Master went to study under
Guangtong Monastery's Chan Master Cuiru.
With his understanding inclining towards higher
service, as the teacher's and student's paths
merged, he received Dharma transmission as the
36th Dharma heir of the Linji Tradition and as
the 7th Dharma heir of Qingshan Tradition. After
that, he took over the Abbotship at Guangtong
Monastery. He led the assembly to practise Chan
meditation, and with admonitions encouraged

junior students, enthusiastically and tirelessly.

With 14 years passing like a day, his reputation
spread far and wide in the four directions, as the
Chan Tradition's was greatly boosted. Later, due
to many sicknesses, he practised mindfulness of
Buddha to cure them. Continuing to contemplate
on the one Dharma Door Of Mindfulness Of
Buddha, he thought, '"Manjusri, Universal Virtue
and all other great Bodhisattvas, Asvaghosa,
Nagarjuna and many other Great Patriarchs,
Zhizhé, Yongming, Chushi, Lidnchi and many
other great good-knowing advisors, all praised
the mind of taking refuge (in Pure Land). Who
am [ thus, to dare to not take refuge for life (in
Pure Land)?' Hereby, with complete devotion, he
then took refuge with his mind in the Western
Pure Land, with focused cultivation and focused
propagation of the Dharma Door Of Mindfulness
Of Buddha.

BRXIFhiESH, didt, F+F
B, 1B BXIFH O, 23 AIR
SR . RPN S REAIER, A5
=, A S 2B ™ SHRE—REMNE
B&%, SNHEEALEXHEmME . KIFSKAX
—ERBHR B EXKE, miEMk, EE)3
Lo AT, BIBERITAE—Ao
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Due to this, Great Master ceased Chan
meditation, to solely propagate the Pure Land
teachings. He put to a torch all his decades of
accumulated Chan articles written. Touched
by Great Master's sincerity, many Chan
practitioners likewise all changed to practise
mindfulness of Buddha. For both Chan and
Pure Land traditions, Great Master had clear
understanding of their subtle profundities,
with which he was able to inspire and guide, to
speak the Dharma, with eloquence and without
obstacles. His upholding of the precepts was
very strict. Every day, he would limit his time
to the duration of a stick of burning incense
for meeting guests, after which, only practising
prostration to the Buddha and recitation of
the Buddha's name. As Great Master with the
great assembly together diligently practised,
the 'wind' of the Lotus (Pure Land) Tradition
was greatly fanned, with people from far and
near, with respect transformed, with monastics
and laypersons with their minds taking refuge.
At that time, within the Buddhist circle, Great

Master Chewu was as the foremost revered.

NIFRFESHEGIE, J-:-l'L,‘/%i 1@?&»
FrERERBELARILIT. ME, B FITF
R LEF RERIFBERLEERS, M
KIPERRITHIEAMEKRY HMPTHERR
B ShIPR R EL, TR . 20K L
B8, R =R
Great Master in his early years practised

Chan meditation to attain awakening. After
taking refuge with his mind in Pure Land
practice, he then focused on his Aspiration to
reach the Pure Land Tradition's objectives,

and on how to initiate Faith, to give rise to
Aspiration for establishing Practice. Afterwards,
his disciples complied these teachings of Great

Master, combining them with his previous
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poems and verses, together forming a collection
with two scrolls. Yet, Great Master deleted about
half of his Chan Tradition's lines. This was to
prevent the Chan Tradition's malpractice, to
propagate and protect the Pure Land Tradition.
From this, his painstaking sincerity can be seen.
Now with Great Master's Pure Land thought, it is
briefly stated as these three points.

(D) A2 F ZHHh
Gathering Chan Practitioners’ To Return
To Pure Land, Advocating Mindfulness Of
Buddha

RITAFEREIDZ 55, @B FZ AR
W, LERZENTFEZENERAN, 2t
B R AT TNEE S O,

Great Master, with his natural qualities as an

Photg#Constapttoubier (Unsplash)




awakened Chan Master, expounded on the Chan
and Pure Land Traditions' inner meanings. He
compared these two traditions, on their difficulty
and ease of practice, with the magnitude of their
meritorious virtues, with this establishing firm
Faith in the Pure Land Tradition's Dharma Door
Of Mindfulness of Buddha.

KIFIANA: «KMEY ZOER, 2020
TE, BZBRERAL, WG, THAER
TR, AR? DAL 1R S8 AL
BORIR, RAFE, WA, B0f. MAE
#? ¥l 2SS, MEBKE, BITEGH, 5. K
BIZEHITA, EINREEE, KIEAFLMH
N, HIRBARE, REGATE, ReEEt—EBAE
W, TR skE S, viREER L.

Great Master taught that with these two lines

o0

T AVEBR? Frh 5, bp
WRIE, BPVERR, ¥ 5.

What is becoming

one with the Buddha?

Upholding the Buddha's

name, contemplating the

Buddha's circumstantial

and direct rewards,

is becoming one with

Buddha, thus is this easy.

A4EE54T Wk GREAT VIRTUOUS ONES

from the Contemplation Siitra, 'It is this mind that
becomes Buddha, it is this mind that is Buddha'
(= O1E#B, 20 2Z1%), comparing them with
the Chan Tradition's two lines, 'Directly pointing
at one's mind, see one's true nature to become a
Buddha', the first is especially straightforwardly
and joyful. Why it this so? With seeing of one's
true nature difficult, yet becoming one with
Buddha easy thus. What is seeing of one's true
nature? It is to depart from the mind's (false)
consciousness, with spiritual light entering and
revealing, only then seeing one's true nature,
thus is this difficult. What is becoming one with
the Buddha? Upholding the Buddha's name,
contemplating the Buddha's circumstantial and
direct rewards, is becoming one with Buddha,
thus is this easy. Great Master gave an example,
saying that of Chan practitioners, many like
Rector Tai, Master Zhiyi and others, who could sit
and stand to depart, have yet to understand the
great Dharma (completely), yet to be liberated
from the cycle of birth and death. If able to return
to this one fragment of spiritual vigour, with
focused mindfulness of Buddha to seek birth in
his Pure Land, they will definitely attain the High
Grade's High Birth.

EAMBI—20, 2El %R, 2%HE; &
A%, ZHEZ. T[U#a t Gmaah, ER
BfjUETR NiE—&, I8 TAF . SLALRE,

ST ETRIRBER, KREWFFL. EHEA,
@EWEEFE&/UEF, AL, EFEREGHK
EEEZR; R, HEEMR, BE#E
T2 BEMES=FrkUL, WS ERBILE
A, JRENAK RS ; SKAERSENEARS, TRENE AR,
=PrEIRY, EXRIE, ML, 2.

Our single thought presently manifested,
is with the completely true becoming false, and
the completely false becoming true. If all day

with no change, then all day long according
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with conditions. Not following the condition

of the Buddha's realm to then be mindful of

the Buddha, is then to be mindful of the other
nine Dharma realms. All arising with one
thought, will definitely fall back into one of the
ten Dharma realms. Now with this thought,

be mindful of the Western Amitabha Buddha,

to seek birth in his Pure Land Of Ultimate

Bliss. Just when mindful, the Western Pure
Land's circumstantial and direct rewards'
adornments are within my mind; and my this
mind, is already within the Western Pure Land's
circumstantial and direct rewards. Like two
mirrors with intersecting lights, containing and
illuminating one another, this is the same as to
be horizontally pervading with forms of the ten
directions. If from vertically crossing the three
periods (of past, present and future) speaking,
then when mindful of the Buddha, this is the
same as when seeing the Buddha, likewise the
same as when becoming one with the Buddha.
When seeking birth in Pure Land, this is the
same as when reborn in Pure Land, likewise the
same as when delivering sentient beings. With
the three periods at the same time, also without
before and after, like Sakra's net of gems' lights,

all suddenly appearing.

ERFFR, RN AFMN, 7REIZ
RS, A RIIAARER I ARELROH,
BE—ERERZL, ERERZE, Ak
FREGH. WHEETH, ITREMESR D .
AFEBEHE, NNEMEEE, BEmEIL
Ho MILEIRATRFo B NBKRFAREM, RI1H
HBEX, REEREE. TNENSEBEL,
B mEE, EHURHE, et —{7], M
NE, REREESE, GRS, RETES
T, —/BEE, EXRPIR.

With Faith and Aspiration upholding the

Buddha's name, this is the same as, with the
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Once born in that land, then
is the root and trunk of birth
and death forever severed.

Buddha's knowing and seeing as oneself's
knowing and seeing, likewise the same as,
from thought to thought within, with the
Buddha's knowing and seeing, to cure sentient
beings' knowing and seeing. Within sentient
beings' confused minds, only establishing

the one mind to, with Faith and Aspiration
upholding the Buddha's name, this is the

same as transforming sentient beings' realms’
conditioned arising, as the Buddha realm's
conditioned arising. Of this Dharma Door for
cultivating the path within, thus is it the utmost
wonderful method to turn iron to become gold.
The Great Vehicle's Common Buddha's Dharma
practices need seeing of the path, then after
cultivating the path, with cultivating the path,
then after realising the path. Yet seeing the
path is especially not easy. Those practising
the (scripturally based traditions') teachings
must have great awakening to complete
understanding. Those practising the Chan Door
must have direct penetration of heavy barriers,
afterwards attaining the doctrine to cultivate
the path. Otherwise, then with blind cultivation
and practice, unavoidably bumping and colliding
into walls, falling into pits and moats. Yet, this

one Pure Land Door, does not need seeing of the



path, only needing to have profound Faith in the
noble ones' words. With Faith and Aspiration
upholding the Buddha's name, definitely with
rebirth in Pure Land, once attaining rebirth, then

forever not retrogressing.

XREE, RTEIL, FIIRIT,
BIREREE, BHETEE. Mg, Tome i,
AT X R MEE, ZUlTIN, &2
DEAR, WoRERAR, FReHBREY
T M, L=, RETEUN, MICE
B¥L, £EEEFL. —HHK L, MAFERR
KUfo IR, BT, RANVEEKIEN], RER
FRE, AT, TGN, ZREE, ERE
7, RHIEARE, XERTK, ERRR.

Also, those practising other Dharma
Doors' cultivation paths, first need to repent
their present negative karma. If present karma
is not repented completely, then is it able to
obstruct the path, with advancing of cultivation
without a way. However, for cultivating of pure
karma (e.g. the Pure Land path), then can there
be carrying of negative karma to be reborn in

Pure Land, not needing to repent it completely.

Photo: Denise Jones (Unsplash) E
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Also, those practising other Dharma Doors'
cultivation paths, need to sever their afflictions.
If mistaken views' and thoughts' afflictions
are with a hairsbreadth yet to be exhausted,
then will segmented birth and death not be
exhausted, not being able to depart from this
together-dwelling defiled land. Only cultivating
pure karma, thus horizontally exiting from the
three realms, not needing to sever afflictions,
from this together-dwelling defiled land, born
in that together-dwelling Pure Land. Once born
in that land, then is the root and trunk of birth
and death forever severed. With this as proof, it
should be known that this one Pure Land Door is
able to, from the very beginning, omit seeking of
awakening's door, finally in the end, not awaiting
to give rise to wisdom, not needing repentance
of karma completely, not needing severing
of all afflictions. It is extremely simplified
and to the point, extremely convenient and
straightforward, and its realisation for entering
the fruit's virtues, is also extremely vast, great,
and complete. D

(54

To Be Continued)
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S Wh ,Lje You Behind hat Mask? =
H’e,ng Hema's Dharma Drama On Karma) q
’ By Zhaojian J g { .

hat if there is a secret camp of sorts, amidst the

mountains, where for a fortnight, all don masks to hide
their true identities, and are free to do whatever they wish?
There, almost anything goes, though there are some basic rules
to ensure there is communal safety, such as not to kill, steal, or
have sexual misconduct. These 'laws' happen to fall under the
first three of the Five Precepts. Under the cloak of anonymity,
some do break these rules anyway, to fulfil their dark fantasies
for sensual pleasures and violence.

The idea of the camp is to let individuals discover their true
'selves'. As we know, 'Integrity is doing the right thing even when
no one is watching.' This means how much integrity one truly has
is measured by how one conducts oneself in private, anonymously.
As the director shared during a post-screening interview, he was
intrigued by how people online, in chat rooms, (i.e. 'anti-social

media’ and such), can take on very different personas... which

we know is often for the worse. Back to 'normal’ offline, are they
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not also wearing 'masks' then, to conceal their
earlier ill conduct?

Despite wearing masks of malevolent
demons and benevolent deities, who are we
really beneath? Even if no one seems to be
watching, according to the Buddhist teachings,
many are doing so as we speak. (Even our
thoughts can be read and 'monitored'.)

First is the universal and impartial law of
karma 'watching', that continues to operate
relentlessly. Next, there are unseen ghosts, gods,
Bodhisattvas and Buddhas. And there is always
oneself, bearing witness to all thoughts, words

and deeds, who will experience exacting karmic

F 2 ik FILM REVIEW

punishment or reward accordingly, with regret
or rejoice.

Without strict rules, the camp would swiftly
morph into a nightmarish 'grown-up' version
of 'Lord of the Flies'. Thus, there are constant
reminders on the consequences of actions, also
with masked guards patrolling the perimeter,
reminiscent of Dharma Protectors. Looking
closer, this is a two-in-one camp. Its main 'selling
point' is that you can do (almost) whatever
you want, while it is also a Dharma camp, with
not too subtle cautionary 'karma dramas' on
life, death and the intermediate (bardo) state
in between. The camp thus functioned as an
arena, where tensions between being more
samsaric versus being more 'dharmic’ battled
one another.

When the campers are to gather to watch
these 'impromptu’ yet edifying skits, the
wayward sneak off to break the precepts then,
reflecting their choice of embracing evil, over
learning how to transform their inner demons.
The protagonist wore an expressionless mask,
which represents neutrality, potential for
greater good or evil. It also personified a typical
anonymous bardo being, whose destination of
rebirth will be determined by a mix of past and

present karma created.

Behind masks, evil speech and deeds tend to go unchecked.
For instance, with fake online identities, when the Fourth
Precept against false, divisive, harsh and frivolous speech

is not observed, there will be fake news that divide
communities hatefully, that can lead to actual harm.
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Anonymity was said to be a power, but a
dangerous one for those intoxicated by the Three
Poisons of greed, hatred and delusion. Behind masks,
evil speech and deeds tend to go unchecked. For
instance, with fake online identities, when the Fourth
Precept against false, divisive, harsh and frivolous speech is not observed, there
will be fake news that divide communities hatefully, that can lead to actual harm.
Slanderous cyberbullying can trigger murderous revenge and victims' suicides from
prolonged depression too. Thus, even virtual tongues can be deadly swords.

Just as the bardo plays commence suddenly in the camp, death might come
without warning in real life. If not paying attention to the Dharma in time, starting
with essential teachings on the workings of karma, the next life is destined for
disaster. A skit's line warns the bardo being, 'Confess or be judged as a liar.' As the
law of karma runs on mercilessly, if there is no ready repentance with remedial
action, bitter suffering by falling into the three lower realms of hell-beings, hungry
ghosts and animals will surely follow. So, no... Neither true freedom nor True
Happiness arises from mere anonymity; but from the peace and bliss of purging the

Three Poisons. @ Photos: Jigme Tenzing/Khyentse Norbu Film
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B Date: HE Registration
RAELBE#— Z2t8=- (08.08.21 — 06.09.21) -
itieS Venue:
Eirite (71 Bhadrapala Hall (L5)
MEZFALE (4%) Guanyin Auditorium (L7)

(S TEH O B AT A IS BT 1A% Opening of venues will be according

to latest pondemic prevention measuras)

RAHFRBEN (07.08.21)
T4 400 pm BRIRS TP

After Evening Chanting Session, Purification Ceremony

BB —=EHEHB=++ (08.08.21-06.09.21)
4 10:00am #FiF «FRMFELE» Amitabha Sutra
10:30 am FFiF@ ¢«FRILE» Diomond Sutra
11:00 am _-{#t Offerings To The Buddhas
[ol[@ Dedication Of Merits
T4 1:00 pm FFi\ «ibiEis» Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva Sutra
3:30 pm T3l «HEI=E1F» Ksitigarbha Treasure Repentance Text

g <EiiaO g =8 » (Yogacara Ulka-mukha Ceremony)
Bti@ Time: &0 6:00 pm
BHA Date: 08.08 (FB Sun), 1.08 (F= Wed),

15.08 ([EB Sun), 18.08 (= Wed), 22.08 (FB Sun),
25.08 (= Wed), 29.08 (B Sun), 01.09 (B = Wed),
05.09 (BB Sun), 06.09 (B— Mon)

RABHLB=A1 (06.09.21)
Bk 9:30 pm E{FSE R Ceremony For Sending Off Tablets

[@@ Dedication of Merits

Tf) 4% |7 ;% COMPLETION OF MERITORIOUS VIRTUES
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