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BHA Date:
RBEEBEI—Z=EBHh (19.08.20-16.09.20)

= Venue:

ZPie (F1%) Bhadrapala Hall (Level 5)

RFBFRBHN (18.08.20)
T4 4:.00 pm @3 WIPiHE (F74¥) Purification Ceremony: Bhadrapala Hall (Level 5)

REHBI—=tBHNh (19.08.20-16.09.20)
4 10:00 am FEXiB «PIFFELE» Amitabha Sutra
10:30 am #%iE «E[E2» Diomond Sutra
1:00 am _{# Offerings To The Buddhas
[@[a Dedication Of Merits
T4 1:00 pm FFiF «HLEFLS» Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva Sutra
3:30 pm Tl «iE S Ksitigarbha Treasure Repentance Text
e 6:00 pm RBELREB #1—. =, H...): 88 GaMBOEERE»
Lunar Calendar Odd Day (1, 3, 5...): Yogacara Ulka-mukha Ceremony

RHLENB #=. M, 7x....): #ig CXFLRES»
Lunar Calendar Even Day (2, 4, 6...): Mengshan Offerings Ceremony

RABLBE (16.09.20)
i 9:30 pm E{FLERS(] Ceremony For Sending Off Tablets

[Bl[a) Dedication of Merits

4 |7 ;% COMPLETION OF MERITORIOUS VIRTUES

ﬂ%& Registration LB B #E YouTube Link

5% Phone: 6737 2630 www.tiny.cc/sbldizang
il: sbl@sbl org. sg '

/ G % 17-19 Kim Yam Road Singapore 239329 » +65 6737 2630 » www.sbl.org.sg * sbl@sbl.org.sg * fb.com/SBL1934
mf


http://tiny.cc/sblfhforms
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shi shang zhe ming de min 2z ying xibng ta qing nidn shi qi  jit shén shou
B BN SR M RPEDF R M A
jing de yong xido kdi chao xi¢ f6 shuo a mi tué jing déng wu zhong jing
N B IR e

rén zhén da song
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cl  qidn chéng qi yu dou hén ling yan ta  zai

lin  zé x4 féi changchéng jing guan shi yin pa sa i
BEH S EMBEILERBESSBDNBKEREZ(]IEE T — &

jin  min zhéng wu zong guin de shi hou zhuan mén xia jian le yi  zuo

dan réen hu gudng zong di  hd nan ha  béi

M EmE X EEILF

guan yin midao méi tian dou qu I bai
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na shi hou

ZEZABR

dud lao bdi xing jia
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tan dang zhong xiao huf
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le da liang de ya pian

BEHBAEDANBGEDERT ABENE A SRS %

ying gué rén xiangzhong gué zou si le da liang de ya pian yi zhong di pin dao zhi
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po rén wang dang shi dan réen té shi de lin zé xu zai gudngdongshéng de hi mén
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}\1én
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REARBRRMUBGREEBA TEAEAMBHBRNE TR

ying gué rén tong hén lin zé xd fén shEEJ ya pian y1’1\ S}\ﬁ wéi xié qing chdo zheng fii jiang ta xia fang
HEZNFEMNURIFTERNDALRABLEMT AARNR ZIRE
dao ydo yudn de xin jiang lin zé x4 dao xin jiang hou réng ran \xin xI  bai xing ta dai ling da jia wa jué
R B E R TSR TR T &M

shén jing bda na I de huang de hé sha 0 bian chéng le Ii zhou
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ERE 'G-Zﬂ& ang Yangming (EFHAR), also known as Wang Shourén
Pﬁ-é—?ﬁM p (=) (1472-1529) was a famous calligrapher, general,
PoE W 2 ;%&%u, philosopher, politician and writer during the Ming Dynasty (RBZA).
755--1’: ;U}ﬁ»ﬁ}h With some interest in Buddhism, his form of Neo-Confucianism
(REAEEZ:) thought or Mind School (:{:%) called 'Yangmingism'
ER L RQuEa P 9 (BHBA%) carries some Dharma influences too. An example of his
teachings is in the verse (see left), which is said to summarise his
Without good and without thinking. (Although Yangmingism contains remarkable ideas,
evil is the essence of the mind,  lacking a clear transcendental path, it still falls short of the
having good and having evil Dharma's ability to lead all the way to Buddhahood.)
is the movement of the mind. As he had a recurring dream of a monastery since young, he
Knowing good and knowing remembered its scenes clearly. Piecing several accounts together,
evil is intuitive knowledge (i.e. =~ when sick, and about four days before his death, he entered a
conscience), doing good and monastery in Jiangxi's (JL78) Nan'an Prefecture (F9Z iF) known
eradicating evil is rectification ~ as Nan'an Chan Room (FA&## %) to rest. When he reached the
of conduct. monastery, as it had familiar scenery, he thought it might be

the monastery in his dreams. (Genuine déja vu experiences that
Wdng Yangming, Four-Line cannot be otherwise explained might indeed be due to recollected
Teaching (written a year before  visions from past lives.)

departure) As he toured the monastery, he came across a retreat room
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sealed with strips of paper, with wordings on them stating it

is not to be opened. (Chinese monasteries' retreat rooms are
traditionally sealed with a big 'X' with such 'warnings' as 'Do Not
Disturb' signs.) Suddenly, he had a severe headache. Looking
around in astonishment, he felt as if he had lived there before.
Burning with curiosity, he requested permission from the
receiving monastic to see the room.

The monk apologised, saying that the monastery has many
big and small rooms, all of which he can visit — other than this one
room. This was so as 50 years ago, a senior founding master, who
instructed the room to be kept private had departed in it, whose body
is still within, naturally preserved as a complete bodily relic (£ 5 &
F1). (The custom of maintaining relics which result from proficient
Dharma practice is for inspiring present and future generations.)

As he strongly felt that he has some relationship with the
room, he pleaded the room to be kindly opened for him. While it
was being unlocked, he remarked, "This was only then, waiting for
me to arrive.' (R F E) Seeing it was so firmly locked, he said,
"This has certainly been waiting for me." (E{2F;t2) Also due to
his high status, the monk finally relented and opened the door for
him. In the dim light of dusk, as Wang walked in trembling with
anticipation, he was shocked to see the master's body, as if alive,
still seated on a meditation cushion, whose face greatly resembled
his own. When he opened a few dust-laden books, brushing the
dust away, he read the poem (see first right verse). Another account
says on the wall was a poem (see second right verse).

It was then that Wang realised that the master was 'him' in
his previous life. Thereafter, he instructed a pagoda to be built to
enshrine the master's body. This case is usually seen as humbling
proof of the reality of rebirth, and of the prowess of good practice.
It hints of the spiritual greatness of the departed master, who
could part peacefully in Chan meditation, without bodily decay,
with the ability to accurately predict his own future return, and
even his future name in full. However, there are more important
counter-intuitive lessons to be gleaned...

Of course, Wang had since changed in character and inclination
to some extent, which means the one who opened the door is only
similar to the one who closed it — not being the exact same person.
In fact, in the Buddhist perspective, Wang had retrogressed in his

spiritual practice. From being able to accomplish what the master
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At fifty-seven years old, Wang
Shourén, will open my lock
and brush away my dust. To
you who asked, desiring to
know future's matters, the
one who opened the door

is precisely the person who
closed the door.

At+FEEMHA,
FIIRAATIA,
WR BT,
WRERITIRRS,

Fifty years later, Wang
Yangming, who opens the
door, is still the person who
closed the door. With his
consciousness gone after, still
returning again, only then
believing this Chan (Dharma)
Door’s indestructible body.
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With Chan and without
Pure Land practice, of ten
persons, nine will detour on
the path. The intermediate
state [between death and
rebirth], if manifesting
before them, swiftly will it
be followed [according to
their karmic inclinations].

AAAFL,
THHAE,
FERILIRIE,
TRTI &

Without Chan and with
Pure Land practice,

of ten thousand cultivators,
ten thousand persons will
go to Pure Land.

If attaining sight of
Amitabha Buddha,

why worry about not
awakening?
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did, he had forgotten and detoured from his initial path to liberation,
to still be trapped in rebirth, to become more accomplished — but
in another school of thought, that does not express the Dharma

fully. Perhaps in anticipation of this, the poem was written to jog

his memory, to rekindle and deepen his interest in the Dharma.
However, this did not seem to bear fruit adequately in time.

Even if good Chan practice led to the master's amazing
results when he departed, Wang did not have similar or greater
results again when he departed. Thus, this is also a cautionary
tale on the dangers of remaining in the rounds of rebirth, even for
'great’ meditators. As long as yet to be great enough to break free
from rebirth, there will be return to Samsara, with most forgetting
all learnt in past lives. Even with much positive karma once
accumulated, a great practitioner can still backslide to become
'just’ a great worldly person.

Surely then, it makes great sense to heed Sakyamuni
Buddha's advice to seek birth in Amitabha Buddha's (Fa[3/R
FEf#E: Amitu6fé) Pure Land, where all past lives will be fully
recollected, with no lessons learnt lost, where there is swiftest
progress towards Buddhahood. It is there, that all will attain truly
indestructible vajra bodies, not just for static veneration, but for
actively mastering the Dharma, and being of service to all beings.

As the Pure Land Tradition's 6th Patriarch Great Master
Yongming Yanshou (51 5= 75tH 7K ABZE & KUi), who is also
the Dharma Eye (Chan) Tradition's 3rd Patriarch (JEER 52 =%H)
taught in the first half of his famed 'Chan And Pure Land Brief On
Four Categories' < #PURIEY ... (see first left verse).

Even though Wang as a Chan Master in his previous life
mindfully chose to be reborn in our human world, he expected
forgetting of his previous spiritual path. Thus, it can perhaps be said
that if Wang missed the message in the room, he would have missed
the path to the Dharma. Yet, even after receiving the message, by
not fully refocusing on learning and practice of the Dharma, he
could be said to have detoured, thereby missing the Buddhist path's
full benefits — even if he did leave enduring secular teachings.

(See second left verse) Thus, even if Wang did not engage
in Chan practices in his previous or present life, focusing only on
Pure Land practice instead, he would have reached Pure Land
already, with no need to have his predecessor 'standby' the

message to remind his future self. Having reached Pure Land, as



perfectly remembered, building on all learnt in the past with swift
mastery of the Dharma there, he can easily return to our human
world with his memories intact, to offer even greater worldly and
world-transcending teachings.

Wang's last words when sick and dying were 'With this
mind’s bright light, what again is there to say?' (Itt/.0Y¢BR, JREfA
=7 ) Probably not referring to the light of his Buddha-nature, this
is usually interpreted to mean that his mind was clear, upright
and honourable (J¢ABIE K), free from any regrets, despite the
hardship from slander and obstacles he faced towards the end.
May he also see the radiant bright light of Amitabha Buddha! As
we can see in his poem (see right), he does have some affinity
with the First Pure Land Patriarch.

The platform refers to the Prajfia Platform (EES)
established at Donglin Monastery (Z=AFFF) in 389, as founded
by Great Master Huiyudn (334-417), the First Patriarch of the
Pure Land tradition (%1 52 #]4H), where Wang also visited. The
lotus flower represents purity despite being surrounded by the
defiled, also being the vehicle for birth in Pure Land. The lion's
roar refers to the kingly, authoritative and far-reaching teaching
of the Buddha, or the equivalent by Great Masters, that naturally
commands attention and respect of all beings, including animals.

In the Chan tradition, wild foxes also refer to those who have
strayed to external paths, who have yet, but falsely claim to be
enlightened, thus reborn as foxes as karmic retribution. The last
line could refer to the wayward coming to redeem themselves, in
hope of learning the right Dharma. Since it laments the long loss of
the Great Master, who has already reached Pure Land, we should
all aspire to reach Pure Land, where we can meet all the Pure
Land Patriarchs, including its 'Chief Patriarch' — Amitu6fé! D

0: Pe\)ﬁels (Pixabay)
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The honourable Great
Master Huiyuan (ZiZ X

Ifi) speaks the Dharma on

a high platform, like a blue
lotus flower beyond the
clouds blossoming. The
platform above has long
been without his lion’s roar,
where wild foxes often
come to hear the sitras.

Wang Yangming, Honourable

Great Master Huiyuan’s
Sutra-Speaking Platform
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Gréat MasterYinguang™""_
& Layperson Leé‘Choon Seng
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A Fujian Province,
China

ee Choon Seng (1888-1966) was a Ftjian Yongchtn native who came to
LSingapore at the age of 17. After sheer hard work, he became a wealthy
businessman, banker, philanthropist, as well as a prominent leader of many
associations. He was also a Buddhist and poet, and together with Yeh Chih Yun,
(Venerable) Shi Ruiyt and Khoo Seok Wan, were known as the Four Talents of
Singapore. Whenever Mr. Lee was mentioned, his black wide rimmed glasses would
come to mind. In that era, literati and businessmen usually wore thin framed glasses.
Lee's glasses being different became one of his unique features.

With both monastics and laypersons contributing greatly to the establishing of
the Singapore Buddhist Lodge (SBL), Mr. Lee and Venerable Zhudandao were its most
significant founders in 1934. Mr. Lee had donated a building at 26 Blair Road for its
activities. However, his accomplishments and contributions went far beyond this. He
was President of the Singapore Chinese Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Chairman
of Ee Hoe Hean Club. He also helped to establish the Singapore Buddhist Federation
and served as its President for several terms. Together with Tan Kah Kee, he led the
resistance against the Japanese invasion. During the Japanese occupation, he formed
the Chinese Buddhist Relief Society. As its Chairman, he coordinated relief work that
aided the poor and refugees. Among other projects, he also funded the restoration of
a Chinese monastery at the Deer Park in India's Sarnath.

During a Buddhist seminar at Shuanglin Monastery, an expert mentioned that
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Mr. Lee was a disciple of Great Master Yinguang.
[ was not only ignorant but ill-informed as [ had
no idea about this. I even muttered to myself,
'Due to provincialism, many Chinese immigrants
in Singapore took refuge through monastics
from Fujian province. If so, how did Mr. Lee take
refuge through Great Master Yinguang?' It was
only much later that I realised that he returned
to China in 1925 and made a pilgrimage to Mount
Plitu6, where he took refuge through Great
Master Yinguang and was given the Dharma
name, Huijué. As Great Master Yinguang was with
the world without contention, often in retreats
studying the Buddhist scriptures and practising
mindfulness of Buddha, he did not seek fame.

At that time, Great Master Yinguang was not as
well-known as Great Master Taixu and others in
Singapore and Malaysia. As Mr. Lee with deep
wisdom roots and much blessings took refuge
through Great Master Yinguang, this proved that
his knowledge and experience were surpassing
and lofty.

In The Collected Writings of Dharma Master
Yinguang, there were two letters to Venerable
Yitong, in which Mr. Lee (also known as Li
Huijué) was mentioned. One letter lamented
about the perils and evils of the ways of the world
— 'When bandits notice those who have savings,
they then either rob, or then kidnap them.' Great
Master Yinguang gave an example, 'The mother
of Lee Choon Seng, from her buried grave within,
was even dug out, and carried away, forcing it
to be fetched with ransom. If not because his
father, mother and himself in that land with
great virtues, then with Singapore Chinese
Chamber of Commerce & Industry willing to call
the government to enable its return, thus with it
redeemed, no one would know how many tens
of thousand dollars would have been needed.'

Clearly, it was because of Mr. Lee and his parents'
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long-term generosity and good works, that the
matter was easily resolved with a call for official
assistance.

In the second reply letter, it stated that Mr.
Lee (Huijué) sent 5,000 silver-dollars to Great
Master Yinguang, all with his own initiative, as
Great Master Yinguang did not write to ask for
donations. The first 2,000 silver-dollars were for
conducting Buddhist rituals for his parents and
other merit-making purposes. The later 3,000
silver-dollars were for printing of Buddhist books.
Great Master Yinguang's reason for stating this,
was because Venerable Yitong, who was thinking
of asking Mr. Lee to donate, wrote a letter to Great
Master Yinguang, entrusting him to redirect it to
his disciple Huijué (Mr. Lee). Thus, Great Master
Yinguang wrote the above. Great Master all along
was never willing to ask people for raising of
funds. Thus tactfully declining Venerable Yitong's
request, he wrote, 'As you and Lee Huijué are
with the same (Mindfulness of Buddha's) Dharma
Door and have very close friendship, you should
with your letter inserted within a packet of books,

have them registered and sent to him. Also for him

A Mr:LeeChoon Seng
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A Great Master Y‘lngua‘ e

explaining your general ideas, he will definitely be

able to admire your intentions for propagating the
Dharma, and for you greatly give rise to the mind
of generosity.'

Recently, when I returned to my hometown
Héféi, I accompanied my old mother to pay
respects to the Buddha at Mingjiao Monastery.
At the same time, I received a book there
published by Honghua Society titled Collection
on Eternal Memories of Great Master Yingudng,
which included Mr. Lee's Request & Petition for
Honouring with Posthumous Title for Great Master
Yinguang and two reply letters from Dai Jitao.
Mr. Lee's petition was given to the Chairman of
the nationalist government Lin Sén. Mr. Dai was
a senior statesman of Kuomintang, and Jiang
Jieshi (Chiang Kai-shek)'s speech writer. He was,
before and after, Hudngbu Military Academy's
Political Department's Director, Kuomintang's

Central Propaganda Department's Minister,
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the Examination Board's Dean, and with other
positions.

Great Master Yinguang sat and departed for
rebirth in the Western Pure Land on 2 December
1940 at Stizhou's Lingyan Mountain Monastery.
The petition by Mr. Lee was written on 17th
January 1941. It recounted the immeasurable
meritorious virtues of Great Master Yinguang
and concluded by saying this. 'After re-examining
the Great Master's body, there will be choosing
of this year's 15th February for cremation, for
building his pagoda at Lingyan Mountain, for
his relics to be forever enshrined and revered.

[ believe the preservation of this historical site
for a true monastic of this generation, will not
only add radiance to the famous mountain, it will
moreover be able to encourage all in the future
and present. Not merely are these my intentions,
also respectfully requesting acceptance of these
public sentiments, to repay his merits and honour
his virtues, by bestowing upon and honouring
the Great Master with a posthumous title, and to
reveal the enshrined pagoda's name. Since this
does not go against the modern government's
facilities, moreover with the country's sincere
intention to honour teachings that revere
virtues, this truly is a good fit. Whether this is
suitable, respectfully awaits your examining

to decide, to inform what should be complied
with, as it is truly with your kindness, for giving
of convenience. With sincerity submitted to the
Nationalist Government.'

The petition by Mr. Lee had two purposes.
The first was to request the government to confer
a posthumous title to Great Master Yinguang.
The second was to reveal the enshrined pagoda's
name. Regarding these two points, on 14
February 1941, Mr. Dai in his first letter to Mr.
Lee stated, '"Most probably, on a ceremony to

honour with a posthumous title, as there is so far



no precedence to follow, [this is not possible], but
in the personal name of the Chairman, to inscribe
and present the pagoda's name on a plaque, this
then is possible." However, in ancient times, when
high monastics and great virtuous ones departed,
the government or Emperor did confer additional
posthumous titles. When the Chan Tradition's
6th Patriarch Great Master Huinéng departed,
Tang Emperor Xianzong further conferred him
as 'Chan Master Dajian'. When Mr. Dai said there
was no precedence, he probably referred to the
Republic of China's era only. Mr. Dai and Mr.
Lee were probably good friends in private. At
the beginning of the letter, Mr. Dai wrote that a
while ago, when he visited India and Burma, he
originally intended to, on the way back, detour
to Singapore to meet Mr. Lee, and regretted that
he was not able to do so in the end. ('On then
reaching Singapore, to personally rely on benefits
of your instruction, this was only due to matters
hindering, not able to be fulfilled as wished.")
Very quickly, on 20th March in the same
year, Mr. Dai sent the second letter stating, "The
present government's Chairman had granted
approval to inscribe Great Master Yinguang's

pagoda's plaque, with the words, "With pure
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karma perfectly accomplished" (7%&]1 EY,),

with the addressee as "Great Master Yinguang's
Bodhi Pagoda”, and name of the donor as "In the
Republic of China's 30th year's 3rd month by Lin
Sén respectfully inscribed". Sincerely with the
inscriptions' papers accompanied, they are in this
letter attached, immediately imploring you to
examine and accept them.'

From Mr. Dai's two reply letters, it can be
known that Great Master Yinguang's pagoda's
plaque with Chariman Lin Sén's inscription
originated from such causes and conditions — as
conditionally arisen with Singapore's Lee Choon
Seng, i.e. Layperson Huijué’s suggestion.

Mr. Lee remembered Great Master Yinguang
fondly with unlimited reverence. That year, on 29
December, after Great Master departed, Mr. Lee,
Jidng Jifti, Zhuang Diming and many laypersons,
joined by local Buddhist devotees, borrowed
Léngshan Monastery's premises to conduct a
great assembly for recollecting upon Great Master
Yinguang, with more than 300 participants. At
10 am, the bell was tolled as the assembly began.
After prostrating, offering of flowers, chanting of
Amitabha Buddha's name and dedicating of merits,

Mr. Lee gave a speech, 'My departed teacher

A The honourable Great Master Yinguang's five-coloured $ariras
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Elder (Master) Yin(guang), manifested in our world, with his body for 80 long years, to

specially propagate the authentic Pure Land tradition, and teach people to earnestly be

mindful of Buddha, responding to the world with the Dharma agreeable to all capacities.

With the late Ming Dynasty's Great Master Lidnchi, they were distant yet joined with

each other. After extensive proficient Confucian learning, thereupon wholeheartedly

taking refuge in Buddhism, the same as Great Master Lianchi. Promoting the Pure Land

teachings, not seeking the mysterious, the same as Great Master Lianchi. Abstaining

from Killing and liberating lives, benevolently reaching out to all kinds of beings, the

same as Great Master Lidnchi. For Buddhist monastics and laypersons offering refuge,

with dragons and elephants (i.e. high monastics) joining their footsteps, influential

everywhere, locally and overseas, the same as Great Master Lianchi. In retreats with

hidden talents, not letting others know his traces, with the world without contention,

[Great Master Yinguang],
promoting the Pure Land
teachings, not seeking the
mysterious, [was] the same
as Great Master Lianchi.

not establishing a school, the same as Great
Master Lidnchi. Writing many books that fill a
house, such as his Collected Writings and Excellent
Words, that 'run without a leg', spreading far and
wide, the same as Great Master Lianchi. Enjoyed
long life of many years, peacefully to the Western
Pure Land returned, personally knowing the

time of arrival, sitting in the lotus position to
manifest departure, instructing distinctly and
clearly, wholeheartedness for reaching Pure Land,
the same as Great Master Lianchi. The world's
addressing of Great Master Lidnchi as the Pure
Land Tradition's 8th Patriarch, from the Ming
Dynasty until now, with more than 300 years

passed already, is with all without having different

views on this. With my contemplation without wisdom, although being my honoured

departed teacher Elder (Master) Yin(guang), he directly succeeded after Great Master

Lianchi, to ascend and succeed the Patriarch's position. What again, is there to criticise

on this?' Mr. Lee's speech was extraordinarily pertinent. (Great Master Yinguang was

later conferred by the Chinese Buddhist community to be the Pure Land Tradition's

13th Patriarch in 1941.)

Thus, since the establishment of Singapore Buddhist Lodge, all its past

Presidents (including Mr. Lee Choon Seng) embraced propagation of the Pure Land

Dharma Door as their responsibility. In the region of Singapore, it has become a

strategic centre for propagating Great Master Yinguang's Pure Land perspectives,

possessing the significance of being exemplary. @

(First published in Mandarin in DharmaWave Issue 59, translated by SBL Pure
Land Class Translation Team, and edited by DharmaWave editorial team.)
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= Biography Of The Tenth

L gk Patriarch Of The Chinese
~ 2 Pure Land Tradifion

UL Great Master Jiéli (1)
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Bk, SERLXMEBPR. BUXITRRE=ZF, —KK
EEFNBILAMHENE, fEE, KIftt, AltEER)LF
ENB AR

dﬁjiﬁj:umgz%lézsfﬁ, STHENA BT, RFELEHE
t

reat Master Jiélid was born in 1628 C.E, at Jiangsii Province's
GYl’Xing County, in a Jidng family. His father, Quanchang, was
well-versed in Confucianism and Buddhism, and was a friend
of Great Master Hanshan. After Great Master Hanshan had
manifested passing for three years, one night, Quanchang dreamt
of Great Master Hanshan entering his bedroom. Following after,
Great Master Jiélitt was born. Due to this, Quanchang named his

son as Ménghan (i.e. 'Dream of Hanshan').

RITKABLAR, KSR, FIFRIEENER. 23%
ME, REMBLRFERRBOEIMER. ERE, HHREF, B
NERMET HEF, RIEER.

When Great Master grew up to become an adult, his parents
passed away one after another. Thereupon, he sprouted the
aspiration of cultivating the Buddhist path. That year, at the age
of 23, he sought refuge at Wiilin's Li'an Monastery and renounced
the household life through Chan Master Ruo'an Tongwen. After
his renunciation, he diligently cultivated. With his sides not
reaching the mat (to lie down for sleep), he cultivated for five

years, and awoke to the Dharma's origin.

BEEMERE, KTERREST, BESER B EEET,
ARIMER LA IBEIEEAENT, 5SISKIMEIREH
Mo KIFEMAEZMEANAE, BXEZ, BRMAREE, 55
Wb AITERE.

After Chan Master Tongwen passed away, while Great Master
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Exhortation To Give Rise To True Faith

A#¥7a7) Brief Biodata

RESS: GR—SHRRBHEHAXY . «FLEEY | CHEEAEY

Monastic Dharma Name: Shi Jiéliti (Great Master)

Status: Tenth Patriarch Of The Pure Land Tradition (School)

Family Name: Jiang (Surname) Menghan (Given Name)

Place Of Birth: Today’s Jiangsii Province, Yixing County

Year Of Birth: 1628 C.E. | Year Of Rebirth: 1682 C.E.

Best Known Works: Rules And Format For Giving Rise To Wholehearted Diligent
Mindfulness Of Buddha During Seven-Day Retreats' Period, Pure Land Admonitions,

dwelt at Bao'én Monastery, he met fellow
practitioner and spiritual friend Dharma Master
Xi'an Ying, who encouraged Great Master to
cultivate the Pure Land Dharma Door. He also
met Dharma Master Qiantang Qidoshi, who
guided Great Master to cultivate Tiantai teachings
and meditation practice. When Great Master and
Dharma Master Qidoshi shared the same room
and cultivated Dharma Flower Samadhi, with past
lives' wisdom, Great Master suddenly understood
thoroughly and completely penetrated the

essence of the Buddha's teachings.

RIFZERRZ, RAME CFTEEY R,
RIFFEERBET, VISR BRI RE,
FAEMRNER, S50, IBIBEE, NG
7y, LTy R AR AE R ER B OO IR . 22K+
BAEREFR A=

Great Master did not have many written

works. However, from what revealed in 'Pure
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Land Admonitions', Great Master emphasized
on true cultivation and diligent practice. For all
within practical Pure Land cultivation's process,
bestowing with rational pointers, with every
word for seeing the truth, returning to the true,
responding to opportunities giving medicine,
truly then for the Dharma-Ending Age's sentient
beings, with the Dharma's finest wonderful
flavour. Now with the Great Master's Pure Land
thought, it can be briefly labelled to be with

these three parts.

(D) Bz 8, mIpEL

AT CGh&EEY —XH, FEEHNH
REAEENER, MEFEL. KTz “F9liT
ARRBSLL, MRESLfEL. ALEE, &
SR IE 28R, RREEEA, RAE
BEAZ R XA, BiEl, BUEWE, B
Ho ERM 2, With— R PBETE™, =
—EH. MEEL, SAEK?
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(1) True Faith And Sincere Aspiration For my nature of awakening has yet to be lost.

Accomplishing Pure Land Practice although have accumulated kalpas of rebirths,
my nature of awakening has yet to move. Thus,

Great Master, in his text, 'Exhortation do not slight those yet to awaken, whom with one

To Give Rise To True Faith' fully revealed the thought, can return their light within, to then be

meaning of true Faith and the disadvantages with the same original nature attained.

of untrue faith. Great Master said, 'Pure Land

practitioners must be complete with true Faith's F_REERBEM . BF6, REZ

mind. If without true Faith, although mindful REMH MBREEZ, MTHRM. BT X,

of the Buddha, upholding purification precepts, KREWE, BEMBARYE, SELE. TBES
liberating animals and cultivating blessings, one REDE, NEAH, BARER.

is only a worldly good person, whose reward

is birth in a good realm to receive joy. When Second, there must be Faith that I am a
receiving joy, immediately creating evil karma. Principle Nature Buddha, a Name Buddha,
Since with created karma already, definitely and Amitabha is an Ultimate Buddha, with
falling into suffering. Looking directly with nature although not two, positions are then
contemplating of this, comparing him with like the sky and abyss apart. If not with focused
Icchantikas*, and those of the Candala** class, mindfulness of that Buddha, seeking birth in
only differing by one gap. Of such faith, how can that land, [ will definitely follow karma to be

it be true? reborn, to receive suffering immeasurably.

This so-called Dharma Body that is reborn in
BEENNEG=: 8—EE=5 0. . the five paths, is not named as a Buddha, but
REZTZER. FERM 2B, RPERZCS L  named as a sentient being.
1% HHELX . RBEEF XA
%, mMEARBR. RBERHR
¥, WMEARE. HARER
E—&, BRERAKSF.

So-called true Faith's
meaning has three aspects.
First, there must be Faith that
the mind, the Buddha and
sentient beings are not two and
not different in essence. [ am a
yet to be accomplished Buddha,
and Amitabha is an already
accomplished Buddha, with
nature of awakening that is not
two. I although am muddle-

headed, inverted and confused,
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RZEDILRE R, Bh2 AR sbF
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My this pressing sincerity is definitely able to connect, and the
Buddha’s loving-kindness and compassion are definitely able to
respond, like a magnet attracting iron, without that to doubt.

FoEEH/REERILE, A EE, 2
SRPELNZ A& ; IRPFER BEEM, mETH
ZRZ 9N, BEORAZ . BROME, BR

RNIER. M EVIEER, 2 AR EEN
ﬂuﬁ%Eﬂ)}aéﬁi A EEE. FTIBHSARE, !ZH!IZ
Fo FHIZE, MRHZH, B FHRERHEEIRT
BARELD, 121, MBTXRBE G, £
Tt

Third, there must be Faith that I although

have obstacles deep and negative karma

© ENMEIR. SARR. IR AR, TSP Kt
P, BIISHr B —U)EIR. TOENHES.

* Translated as those having severed good roots,
with Faith not complete, with extreme desires,
great greed, without (Buddhas') lineage, with
burnt seed (for Buddhahood), referring to those
who severed all good roots, with no way to
accomplish Buddhahood.

RSN RIUGHIED, BFERSME T
8, DR NEZWR, RESSME. IR B
= BEFR.

** Within Indian society's social classes' caste system,
those dwelling below stdras' social class, then
as the lowest caste, with those who specialise as
jailers, peddlers, butchers, fishermen, hunters and
other occupations.
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heavy, and long dwelt in suffering's land, am

a sentient being in Amitabha Buddha's mind
within. Amitabha Buddha although has ten
thousand meritorious virtues' majesty, as

far away as one hundred thousand kotis of
lands, he is the Buddha in my mind within.
Since our mind-nature is not two, naturally
will there be connection and response for
mutual interaction. My this pressing sincerity
is definitely able to connect, and the Buddha's
loving-kindness and compassion are definitely
able to respond, like a magnet attracting iron,
without that to doubt. This is so-called the
Buddha being mindful of sentient beings, is
like a Mother recollecting her child. The child if
recollecting the Mother, like when the Mother
recollects, the Mother and child, passing
through life, will not be far apart from each
other. If sentient beings' minds recollect the
Buddha, are mindful of the Buddha, now or in
the future, they will definitely see the Buddha,
with the Buddha not far away.

RN LEEE, 8—22F, —L2Z1E, &
AIEIEF T, Efdt; AR %%‘k ﬁiia‘ﬁ
i, AR, HAZFE, HMET ETER
BT ER? MEGELATRE, ZTeTER. 5
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17, AIZREAR, BEFANH, I =FERE, N—WTE, ThcdEz.” Kb
HBIAT, FBREARY, RIERY, BRM A, HIRAE.

According to the above, those with true Faith, although with one fine hair of
good, or one dust mote of blessing, all can be dedicated to be reborn in the Western
Pure Land, to adorn the Pure Land. Moreover, with upholding of purification
and holding of precepts, liberating animals and giving, studying and reciting the
Great Vehicle's siitras, making of offerings to the Triple Gem, and all kinds of good
practices, how can these be not enough to fulfil as Pure Land's provisions? Only
when these Faith's aspects are not true, thereupon then sinking to be with outflows.
From ancient times until now, for cultivation, there is no other essential method,
than to only, in the two six periods within, be added with these three kinds of true
Faith. Then with all practices carried out, without need to bother about changing
track.' Great Master's analysis is insightful and detailed, according with principles
and according with opportunities [to guide], with unique wisdom's eye, that can be

called the Dharma's torch. D

(1%%E | To Be Continued)
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Photo: Hari Nandakumar

How The Buddha
Relieved A Triple Disaster

Onyx

Whatever beings are assembled here, terrestrial or celestial, come let us
salute the Buddha, the Tathagata (Verse 15) / the perfect Dharma (Verse

16) / the perfect Sangha (Verse 17) / honoured by gods and humans. May
there be happiness.

— Sakyamuni Buddha (Ratana Sutta)

According to a commentary on the Ratana Sutta (Jewel Discourse) <= A

£2Y, Vesali was hit by a famine, which caused the deaths of many. With
openly decaying corpses of the poor, the city was disturbed by evil spirits, while a
pestilence followed. With the triple disaster of starvation, hauntings and epidemic,
its people sought the Buddha for help. Once arriving from Rajagaha with many
monastics, by the power of their collective meritorious virtues, heavy rains fell,
which swept away the bodies and purified the air.
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The Buddha then taught the Ratana Sutta to Venerable Ananda, instructing
him to tour the city with the Licchavi citizens while reciting it to offer protection.
Ananda also sprinkled blessed water from the Buddha's alms bowl while doing so.
Thus were the evil spirits exorcised as the pestilence subsided. Upon return with
everyone to the public hall, the Buddha repeated the same teaching for benefiting
all gathered.

Essentially, the teaching praises and asserts the great virtues of the Triple Gem
(or Three Jewels: Tiratana), of the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha, to use the great
meritorious virtues created to 'dilute’ the negative karma that prolong suffering.
[t also beseeches terrestrial and celestial gods to protect humans with loving-
kindness, who have been making offerings to them. The Ratana Sutta had since
become a Paritta or scriptural protection chant.

This sutta's practice is a form of mindfulness of the Triple Gem. In essence,
with the Buddha being the teacher of the Dharma (which is the path to the
Deathless), and the leader of the Ariya (i.e. noble) Sangha (who are his disciples
who have attained the Deathless, thus surely worthy of offerings), the Buddha can
represent the Triple Gem in a three-in-one way. Below are the sutta's verses of
praise to him, as translated by Piyadassi Thera.

Verse 3: 'Whatever treasure there be either in the world beyond, whatever

precious jewel there be in the heavenly worlds, there is nought comparable to
the Tathagata... Verse 12: 'As the woodland groves though in the early heat of
the summer month are crowned with blossoming flowers, even so is the sublime
Dharma leading to the (calm) of Nirvana, which is taught {by the Buddha) for
the highest good... Verse 13: 'The Peerless Excellent One, the Knower
(of Nirvana), the Giver (of Nirvana), the Bringer (of the Noble Path),
who taught the excellent Dharma... This precious jewel is the
Buddha. By this (asseveration of the) truth may there be
happiness.'

However, the easiest way to be
mindful of any Buddha (who is also
interconnected to every other Buddha),
who also represents all of the Dharma and
the Sangha, is via his name. As attested by
the Pure Land Tradition's 13th Patriarch
Great Master Yinguang (#Lt =+=fHEN¥H K
) through two examples based a similar
situation of an epidemic, here is his 'Second
Reply Letter To Layperson Mu Zongjing' (£
BREETFHT): e e (CTT=1175), Eealimig Al csivers i Wiar Meer e

) . . (Shuiyue Guanyin 7K B &), The Metropolitan Museum of Arts.
'You should in the village within and
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You should in the village
within and in nearby villages
proclaim, that regardless of
the old or young, males or
females, all should eat as
veg(etari)ans, and be mindful
of “Namo Guanshiyin Pusa”.
LTHPREHESL, LBE
B, BFLE, SHLW

> 3 3
BT E 5

in nearby villages proclaim, that regardless of
the old or young, males or females, all should
eat as veg(etari)ans, and be mindful of "Namo
Guanshiyin Pusa" (i.e. "Homage To And Refuge
In Guanyin Bodhisattva", who is also an ancient
Buddha, or ["Namé] Amituéfé": [FE5 TPl 3R PE
). “BFNPRENES, TREDBR, B
EIZR, SELUHSER.”

Everyone should, with each person at each
person's home within, along the way when doing
things, along the way be mindful. When walking,
standing, sitting and lying down, being constantly
mindful, one definitely will not encounter
epidemics. “AREANEZARE, —BEHE
—EZ. TTEREMFES, REAUTER
" (Of course, there should be other sensible
measures taken to prevent infection too.)

The year before the last (1933 C.E.),
everywhere was with hullera (FEBI%I: cholera)

that was extremely severe. Near Shanxi's

Chéngchéng county's Sigian town, several hundred people died. One disciple in his

village within, with 50 to 60 families, had all people enabled to be mindful, only
having two evil persons' deaths, with the rest all without sickness. “BITE &4 FE &

BE, BEnE A
FERNRN, REYTE. 7

RISRMIE, SEEA, —BFNHERATR, ABSE R

In Gansu's Gangl county, layperson Hé Hongji promoted mindfulness of

Amitabha Buddha's name (i.e. Amitu6f6). At all places where there was mindfulness
of Buddha, the epidemic did not enter the county. “HFHAABEHELIRES

18, NS, BRALR.”

Your inviting of Pure Land friends to be mindful, is the smaller method. Teaching

the whole village within, the old and young, males and females to be mindful, is the

greater method. It is most excellent to eat as pure veg(etari)ans. If they are not able,

they also must eat less meat. If yet to eat as veg(etari)ans, they also must be mindful
(of the Buddha's or Bodhisattva's name)." “ZBUFAR R, &/ NNE. HENHESL)

ﬁ-/u\a =

A N

INEe TEFIZ 3 3R, ANEAEE, TRIUDIZ. BIARIZER, TRER.

Eating veg(etari)an protects your own body, likewise able to protect sentient

beings' bodies. Being mindful of Buddha purifies your own mind, likewise able to

deliver sentient beings' minds. D
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