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The SBL Vision FSC started its operation in
August in 1998. It is a community service under
the SBLWEF. It is currently located at Blk 945
Tampines Ave 4, as a community-based focal
point and social service provider for residents
in need. Our services are provided to everyone
regardless of religion, race and nationality.
We are staff by a team of professional social
workers and counsellors who possess at least a
degree in Social Work and/or Counselling and/
or Psychology.

Our Vision

To provide support and care that promotes
the well-being of the Individual, Family and the
Community.

= WY

To provide professional services that are
responsive to the needs of the Individual, Family
and the Community.

We service with Love, Compassion and
Creativity.

There are currently 47 FSCs in Singapore
and The SBL Vision FSC is one of the three FSCs
located in Tampines area. Due to the location of
the FSC, most of its clients live in either Tampines
West or Central area.

Since its operation in 1998, the FSC has




been very active in reaching out to its residents,
networking with its community partners and
supporting individuals and families who need
help.

Every year, we received an approximate 700
new enquiries from either the public, community
partners or government agencies. These
residents received our services or is referred to
the appropriate agencies for follow-up.

In 2016, we processed a total of 408 cases.
With four people as a family unit, that means,
we served an approximate of 1,600 residents.
In 2017, we observed a positive outcome from
our community outreach and public talks. The
residents we served in the first 9 months of the
year alone had already matched last year total
cases. We foresee reaching out to 1750 residents
by end of 2017.

Counselling and casework service:

We help residents resolve their personal,
social and emotional difficulties to cope with
challenges in life.

The issues we can assist include couple and
marital issues, parenting issues, interpersonal
issues, family conflicts/violence, financial issues,
emotional and work stress.

We organise and conduct group sessions
and therapy for targeted clientele group who have

similar concerns. Group members have a deeper
understanding of their own problems by sharing,
observing and analyzing others’ problems, and
by helping each other, they are better equipped
to resolve their own problems.

We work closely with our community partners
in collaboration to organise programmes that are
beneficial to the residents living in our service
boundary. We conduct door-to-door outreach
to understand residents’ needs, organize road
shows and public talks to educate residents
on our available services and equip them with
skills or knowledge to improve their individual
capabilities.

Our FSC walked through with our clients
during the trying moments of their lives. Our long-
term goal is for individuals and families to achieve
independence, resilience and stability to manage
life’s challenges.

Individuals or families who are interested to
find out more or need our services can call, write
or email to us at:

Address : BIlk 945 Tampines Ave 4 #01-328
Singapore 520945
Contact : 6544 2263 (Tel)

6544 2253 (Fax)
Email : sbl@sblvisionfsc.org.sg
Website : www.sblvisionfsc.org.sg
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New Dharma Talk Season

Fif: ELEIM

(EEFE) HEE

3H09H (TEHFZR) 58
3A16H (LEFL) 59
3H30H (TEHFR) F60#
AB13H (EEFZR) HE61i
48208 (EEFL) H62i

516 = 3p23m~25H

- 09/03/2018~28/04/2018

BjE]: 7:30pm ~ 9:30pm A EEBIE

<<7$:|:$£I¥E>> T EE

3A108 #FEwAImELBE L
SA17TH EARImELBAE
3RA31E FHHMAMELER T
4070 SEEAMELEE L
43148 SEREAMELEE
43218 SBEXMELER T

BiE): 9:00am ~9:00pm  #b:X: EHEIHE

ATEMMER = FEMIREE

Renewal of Membership

Dear members,

Thank you for your support for the past
years.

Your annual membership with The
Singapore Buddhist Lodge for Year 2018 is
up for renewal. Renewal can be made in
person at our Secretariat office at Level 2 or
you could send us a cheque made payable to
“The Singapore Buddhist Lodge”. Please note
that subscription fees is $24 per annum. You
are encouraged to renew your membership by
January 2018 in order to enjoy the full benefits
of your membership.

We would like to take this opportunity
to wish you and your family a Happy and
Prosperous Year of the Dog!

The Singapore Buddhist
Lodge Secretariat

EALIm T E !

XETEFENFEMRLENR. B
IMMRFER AN —F24xT, EAEIMAMR L
MBS FIB/AZBRE, BN EZER A
#5 “The Singapore Buddhist Lodge” Z k7
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ZARX . TMKAMKAEZEBYNSFR., #0E
T2018F1ARZ B ENMR 5. BIGE
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N R AEHE, 7B !

FiEBBELH B
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Monastic Dharma Name : Shi Shandao (Great Master)

Status : Second Patriarch Of The Pure Land Tradition (School)

Family Name : Zhu (Surname)

Place Of Birth
Year Of Birth : 613 C.E.
Year Of Rebirth : 681 C.E.

Best Known Works

: Present day Shandong Province’s Zibo Prefecture

: Commentary On The Contemplation Sutra In Four Fascicles, Verses Of Praise For Rebirth,

Praise Of Pure Land Dharma Matters, Praise Of Rebirth Relying On The Contemplation Sutra
And The Pratyutpanna Samadhi Path, and Dharma Door Of Contemplative Mindfulness

reat Master Shandao was born during

Sui Dynasty’s Daye’s Nine Years (613),

at Si Prefecture or Linzi District (i.e. now
Shandong Province of Zibo Prefecture). At the age
of 10, he renounced the household life through an
eminent monk of the Three-Treatises Tradition,
Dharma Master Mingsheng. He learnt the Three-
Treatises Tradition’s scriptures, also often studying
and reciting the Lotus Sutra, Vimalakirti Sutra and
many other sutras.

One day, upon sight of a painting depicting the
Western Pure Land, his heart was filled with great
joy. After receiving the complete monastic precepts
from Precept Master Miaokai, he accidentally
entered the Sutra Repository Hall. Before its
voluminous sutras, he silently prayed for the power
of the Buddha’s blessings, to guide him to a path for
learning and cultivation. Thereupon, the Sutra On
Contemplation Of (The Buddha Of) Immeasurable
Life’ (i.e. Contemplation Sutra) was picked, as he
greatly rejoiced.

The Great Master then immersed into
cultivation of the 16 contemplations according to
the Contemplation Sutra. A few years later, his
contemplation skill already reached the wonderful
stage of Samadhi From Mindfulness Of Buddha,
where he often saw the Land Of Ultimate Bliss within
concentration, as if it was right before his eyes. This
further fortified his Faith and Aspiration in learning
and cultivating the Pure Land Dharma Door.

As the Great Master had great admiration
for Great Master Huiyuan, he went to Mount Lu’s
Donglin Monastery to express reverence to his

legacy. Thereafter, he travelled around to seek and
visit great masters with great virtues. In the Tang
Dynasty’s Zhenguan’s 15 years (641), at the age
of 29, he heard about Great Master Daochuo, who
was at Shanxi Jiaocheng propagating the Pure Land
teachings. With no regard that it was a thousand
miles away, he went forth to Xuanzhong Monastery
as a visiting monk. At that time, Great Master
Daochuo was already 80 years of age. Seeing how
sincere and commendable the Great Master was,
Great Master Daochuo imparted the Contemplation
Sutra’s profound meaning to him, also enabling him
to personally contemplate the nine grades of birth
in Pure Land. The Great Master thus benefited with
increased Faith and Aspiration, and was filled with
immeasurable Dharma bliss. Henceforth, he was
even more diligent in practice. Day and night without
break, he prostrated, studied and recited the Pure
Land scriptures.

After Great Master Daochuo entered
parinirvana, the Great Master returned to Mount
Zhongnan to immerse in cultivation. He then
proceeded to Chang’an. At Ci’en Monastery,
he widely propagated the Pure Land teachings,
inspiring the fourfold assembly of Buddhist
practitioners to be mindful of Amitabha Buddha for
seeking birth in his Western Pure Land. When the
Great Master was at Chang’an propagating the
Dharma, countless monastics and lay devotees
were touched and transformed. Among them,
those who attained Samadhi From Mindfulness
Of Buddha were numerous, and those with
manifestation of auspicious signs of attaining birth



in Pure Land when approaching the end of life were
countless. Records on such accounts were too
numerous to mention one by one. The magnificent
accomplishment of the Great Master’s propagation
of the Pure Land Dharma Door Of Mindfulness Of
Buddha was unprecedented.

During the Sui and Tang Dynasties, Buddhism
greatly prospered, as Buddhist thought developed
and diversified. Buddhists who embraced different
thought naturally and gradually formed various
schools (i.e. traditions). Succeeding Great Master
Tanluan and Great Master Daochuo, Great Master
Shandao faced the similar situation of other schools
setting the criteria for birth in Pure Land’s nine
grades to be too high. They injected notions of
Noble Path Door’s Self-Power practice methods,
and overlooked the Other-Power of Amitabha
Buddha’s 48 great vows’ meritorious virtues for
protecting and receiving sentient beings. In regard
to Amitabha Buddha in his Pure Land being his
Reward Body in his Reward Land, it was still not
totally accepted. The Great Master straightforwardly
pointed out, that these divergent commentaries and
sub-commentaries did not agree with the sutras.

The Great Master taught that the nine grades of
birth are all attainable by ordinary beings, by riding
upon Amitabha Buddha’s great compassionate
power of his vows. His stance is that since the
sutras were taught by the Buddha, they should be
seen as definitive truth. Commentaries however, are
Bodhisattvas’ interpretations and elaborations, which
might not be perfect, or have misunderstandings of
the Buddha’s meaning. Comparing sutras with
commentaries, sutras are of greater significance
and importance, such that if they contradict each
other, the sutras’ teachings should be taken as the
accurate ones. This is especially so for the Pure
Land Dharma Door, as its principles and practices,
with its causes and effects are of the Buddha’s realm
of fruition. They are truly beyond ordinary beings’
conceivability, even beyond Bodhisattvas’ scope of
understanding. The method of horizontal liberation
must not be equated to the method vertical liberation
too. If standing from the perspective of Self-Powered
Common Dharma Door ways to interpret the Pure
Land teachings, mistakes will be difficult to avoid.
This should also be seen as a reminder for us, that
in this Dharma-Ending Age, we must use the Noble
Speech Gauge as criteria, which is to take the sutras
spoken by the Buddha and the words of the Pure
Land Tradition’s Patriarchs as the basis for selecting
the Dharma wisely, for according to. Otherwise, it
is highly possible to mislead oneself and others,

to lose the causes and conditions to be delivered.

The Great Master taught that the Contemplation
Sutra also spoke of being complete with the Three
Minds (or Hearts), to immediately be reborn in
Pure Land. These Three Minds are the Utmost
Sincere Mind, the Profound Mind and the Dedicated
Aspiration Mind. Simply put, to have a non-false,
truly earnest and passionately determined mind
to be born in Pure Land, is the Utmost Sincere
Mind. Not being inconclusive or indecisive, but
having the straightforward mind, with deep Faith
and without doubt, that never retrogresses, and
remains unshaken under any circumstances, is
the Profound Mind. Of good deeds done via body,
speech and mind, regardless of worldly good or
world-transcending good, with all dedicated for birth
in Pure Land, not dedicating for human or heavenly
blessings, thus always with Pure Land as a refuge,
is the Dedicated Aspiration Mind.

The Great Master reminded that although
the Contemplation Sutra has Samadhi From
Contemplation Of Buddha as the goal, it also has
Samadhi From Mindfulness Of Buddha(‘s name —
‘Amituofo’) as the goal, and wholehearted dedicated
Aspiration to be born in Pure Land as the direction.
The essential body of the Pure Land scriptures
is Amitabha Buddha’s name. His name is also
a form, and this form is true form, with peaceful
abiding upon his name implicitly agreeing with the
wonderful path to skilfully enter Non-Birth. In this
Dharma-Ending Age and Age Of Defilements, other
Dharma Doors are circuitous, out-of-the-way and
difficult to accomplish, while only the Dharma Door
Of Mindfulness Of Buddha can lead to departure
from the cycle of birth and death. Peacefully abiding
upon this Dharma door, with Faith and Aspiration
upholding Practice of mindfulness of Amitabha
Buddha’s name, all will definitely accomplish right
awakening.

In the Commentary on the Contemplation Sutra
in Four Fascicles, the Great Master also taught
the famous Parable on Two Rivers and the White
Path, to skilfully describe our current plight and its
only solution.

As for resolving the question on Reward
Buddha in Reward Land, the Great Master quoted
from the Mahayana Sutra on Same Nature, the
Immeasurable Life Sutra and the Contemplation
Sutra, to once again, and conclusively prove that
Amitabha Buddha in his Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss,
is a Reward Buddha in his Reward Land. Thus was
the doubt settled.

The Great Master set Pure Land as his final
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destination, with his personal practice to transform
others, to also constantly have cultivation of pure
karma for birth in Pure Land as priority. The Great
Master was exceptionally diligent in his upholding of
pure karma. Entering his room, he would thus kneel
upright and recite the name of Amitabha Buddha,
not resting till exhausted of energy. Even when the
weather was cold, he would still practice, till he
perspired, with this condition to express his utmost
sincerity. For more than 30 years, he had no bed for
sleep, with Pratyutpanna practice circumambulating
and prostrating to the Buddha.

The Great Master delighted in alms-seeking
every day. Carrying his bottle and alms bowl, he
never asked others to wash them. Other than for
washing them and bathing, he would never remove
his robes. With strict precepts and dignified conduct
as his personal standard, he never broke a single
precept, even in the slightest. Never seeking worldly
fame or fortune, even if devotees offered money,
gifts and more, he would offer the best to the great
assembly, only keeping the coarse for supporting
himself. Wherever he went, he would clean himself
before making offerings. As for dairy products, such
as milk, cheese, butter and cream, he never drank
or ate them. The Great Master lived 30 years in
this way, teaching with his words and example, and
staying far from all frivolous entertainment. With
his strict practice of precepts, he received the four
assemblies’ deep admiration and respect.

With such ardent diligence accumulated over
days and months, his spiritual strength naturally
became extraordinary. Once, before a great
assembly, he demonstrated a marvelous auspicious
sign — ‘With his mouth reciting the Buddha’s name
once, one stream of bright light shone forth from
his mouth; with 10 times, and even 100 to 1,000
recitations, the light was likewise thus.’ This was to
encourage the great assembly to reverently recite
the Buddha'’s name, to diligently practice the path,
and to seek birth in the Pure Land of Peaceful
Nurturing.

In the Great Master’s entre lifetime, he put all of
his heart into propagating the Dharma, to enable the
Buddha'’s teachings to flourish. WWhenever he saw
or heard of damaged monasteries or abandoned
pagodas yet to be rebuilt, he would immediately
spare no efforts to offer everything to help the
monasteries to flourish for propagation of the
Dharma, to light the lamp of wisdom for perpetuating
its brightness. The Great Master was also skilled
in the art of constructing monasteries and statues.

When he was at Xijing’s Shiji Monastery, he was
decreed to oversee construction of the Vairocana
Buddha statue at Loyang’s Longmen Grottoes.
In addition, he was also skilled in calligraphy and
painting. He even used the money offered to him by
devotees to fund the writing of over 100,000 scrolls
of the Amitabha Sutra, and to paint over 300 murals
of Pure Land’s scenes, for wide circulation and to
aid propagation of the Pure Land Dharma Door.

According to Yuan Dynasty’s Donglin
Monastery’s Abbot Great Master Youtan Pudu’s
work, the Lotus Sect’'s Treasury Of Reflections,
Great Master Shandao climbed up the willow tree
at front of the monastery where he lived, faced West
and uttered these words of his Aspiration — ‘May the
Buddha, with his majestic and supernormal power,
swiftly come to receive me. May Guanyin and Shizhi
(Bodhisattvas) also come to support me. Enable my
mind not to lose right mindfulness, to not give rise
to fear, and not, within Amitabha Buddha’s Dharma
(in his Pure Land), be born lower or regress. May
my life completed, be with my body upright on this
tree.’ After the Great Master’s rebirth, his body was
soft and supple, and his face radiant as usual, while
extraordinary fragrant and music was present for a
long time.

When the Tang Emperor Gaozong knew that
the Great Master’s mindfulness of Buddha led
to bright light shining from his mouth, as it was
incomparably miraculous, he thus bestowed the
monastery where the Great Master lived with an
inscribed plaque named Monastery Of Bright Light
(Guangming Monastery), which led later generations
of Buddhists to call the Great Master the ‘Monk Of
Bright Light’. As can be seen, the Great Master
received royal veneration and the commoners’
reverence. After his rebirth, his disciple Venerable
Huaiyun and others, buried his relics at Chang’an,
and built a pagoda named Chongling Pagoda there.
At its side, they expanded Guangming Monastery,
which was later renamed as Xiangji Monastery.

The Great Master focused on propagating
the Dharma Door of Mindfulness of Buddha, to
widely deliver sentient beings, to enter Amitabha
Buddha’s ocean of great vows together. In the
Song Dynasty, the Tiantai Tradition’s eminent Great
Master Zongxiao for all Buddhist schools, listed their
Patriarchs. He placed Great Master Shandao right
after Mount Lu’s Great Master Huiyuan (who was
named the Pure Land Tradition’s First Patriarch), as
the Pure Land Tradition’s Second Patriarch.
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REE, BEE, KF) $3,000  EIEIFRKTE $2,000
(@] o) BR g2 4E $2,000 (] [ 2= 458 58 $2,000
Colin Bergin & Family $1,000 KRN, TRER $1,100
5] &) Brod $1,000 SpER $1,000
MRE, KR, HEEZEN1A $2,000 BERK $2,000
Cheng Bee Ling $2,000 Lee Mui Tiong $1,000
I5] &) 5 &R S8 $1,000 F—RATEAKENREZ $5,000
AFR, ki $1,000 B, MUEER $10,000
O [@ T 4iE, s $2,000 gkBR4E - Koong Yee Renovation $2.000
MBS $1,000 Works Pte Ltd ’
K‘-_\Ll‘ﬁj*a, %—ﬁ, m?ﬁ%é%—'{ $10’000 gﬁﬂﬁiﬁ; gﬁﬁE%y gﬁ?ﬁﬁ $11000
5KkBA4E - Koong Yee Renovation $2.000 *BEET_C’ BRI TRARA $2,000
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HER $1,000 Lim Choon Meng $1,000
PR $1,555 Herbal Foot Care $3,000
ElEE E 7T $10,000 [EIEKEE $1,000
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KA ER $1,000  Lim Pei Pei $1,000
Mr & Mrs Tan Ching Guei $1,000 MER $1,000
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TARE $4,944 +HRE $1,200
Lau Kim Huat $1,000 ERE $5,000
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Bl SR P 135 $4,324  thza4 $3,000
(21 ) B e $1.500  prmm $3,000
352}?&5 l;tléoli)tgg Yee Renovation $1.000 BIEMRT $10,000
Annie Yang $2,423  E@EEKE $10,000
WFRE $1,000 EEIR YOS $1,000
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