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Looking Forward To Sirengthening
Collaboration With The Lodge

— Interview With President Of Jamiyah Singapore (Muslim
Missionary Society Singapore) Dr. Mohd Hasbi

£

L-R: Dr. ‘H.M.Sa?ee.m, M. Tan Lee Huak, Dr. Mohd Hashi and
Mr. Tian Gim Seng. Thispheto was takenin 2018.

amiyah Singapore's (JS) President, Adjunct
]Professor Datuk Dr. Mohd Hasbi Abu Bakar
spoke of the times when he was invited to
participate in meetings on the Singapore Buddhist
Lodge (SBL) Education Fund, during which
he was impressed by the enthusiasm of the
Bursary Award Presentation Committee's
members in evaluating every bursary application.
He added, 'Each time I attended the Bursary
Award Presentation ceremony, [ admired the
leadership of SBL, its Bursary Award Presentation
Committee, staff and volunteers. When I saw the
faces of thousands of students receiving their
bursaries, I felt so happy for them.'
JS has been interacting with SBL since
the '80s, with SBL kindly assisted by ]S every
year for its Bursary Award Presentation and
Annual Hongbao Distribution for the elderly. JS

volunteers are also present to help during some
major events.

Dr. Mohd Hasbi pointed out that beyond
management meetings, the exchanges,
understanding and interaction between the two
groups' members were with especially deep
significance. He recalled an occasion a few years
ago, when about 200 volunteers from both
sides intermingled with one another to prepare
for a Charity Carnival. The atmosphere was
harmonious, which moved him very much. He
remarked, 'After they met, some became friends.'

40 Years Of Friendship

Dr. Mohd Hasbi recalled that the connection
between JS and SBL can be traced back to the
visit of the late SBL President Mr. Linn In Hua.
'We vividly remember Mr. Linn's visit to JS's
HQ in the '80s. When he saw the food ration
packages at our Welfare Department, he asked
who they were for. When he learned that they
were for poor and needy Singaporeans, Mr. Linn
immediately offered to donate rice from SBL
and connected us with vegetable wholesalers
at Pasir Panjang. Both SBL and the wholesalers
continue to provide us with the rations till today.
Almost 40 years has passed, with SBL continuing
with this tradition, even adding more dry foods.'

He also highlighted that the relationship
between |JS and SBL grew stronger when the
late Mr. Lee Bock Guan became SBL's President.
'Mr. Lee invited the then JS President Mr. Abu
Bakar Maidin to be SBL's Co-Chairman of the SBL
Bursary Award Presentation Committee, Annual
Hongbao Distribution Committee and Annual
Vesak Day Celebration Committee.' The late Mr.
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Abu Bakar Maidin is the father of Dr. Mohd Hasbi,
who served as |S's President for 40 years.

On 1 July 2000, under the leadership of Mr.
Abu Bakar Maidin, together with SBL, a charity
walk, carnival and fundraising banquet were
organised. Members from both organisations
actively participated and the fundraising results
were impressive. All donations were offered to
JS's affiliated nursing centres, children's homes,
old folks' homes and drug rehabilitation centres.

Dr. Mohd Hasbi added that with Mr. V.R.
Nathan, the late President of Hindu Endowments
Board (HEB), Mr. Lee and Mr. Abu Bakar came
together on many occasions to support several
social and community welfare programmes,
including with donation responses to natural
disasters such as floods, earthquakes, typhoons
and droughts that affected China, Indonesia,
Pakistan, Myanmar, etc. Together with Singapore
Taoist Federation, Loyang Tua Pek Kong, etc.,
they jointly organised a special prayer session for
victims of the 2004 tsunami at Kallang Theatre.

He further recalled a celebration event in
2003, in which JS, SBL, HEB and the Catholic
Archdiocese of Singapore celebrated New Year's
Day together. 'We co-organised a two-day
carnival at Bishan-Toa Payoh with cooperation
of the grassroots there. A total of $120,000 was
raised for the community education fund. It was
an exceptionally meaningful charity event.'

Gratitude For Help Offered To Malay
Students

He remarked that SBL, as an established
Buddhist organisation in Singapore, had
conducted many charitable activities over the
years, which benefitted many regardless of
religion and race. He was particularly touched
by the kindness of SBL in allocating about a
million dollars for its annual education fund to
support poor students of all ethnic groups.

'Having a good education is a "passport"
for everyone to succeed in his or her life. Hence,
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the millions of dollars of bursaries that SBL

has given out over so many years have truly
given the students from low-income families at
every educational level (i.e. primary, secondary
and tertiary) opportunities for their academic
pursuits.'

He also mentioned an unforgettable incident
when he participated in the work of assessing
bursaries, 'For one of the cases, | communicated
with a Malay female applicant to ask her why her
second year Junior College (JC) grades worsened
after doing well in her first year. She explained
that her father, who was the sole breadwinner
in her family suddenly lost his job a few months
before the exams. As they could not even afford
to even pay the electricity bill, she had difficulty
focusing on her studies. She pleaded to grant her
the bursary, so that she could complete her JC
schooling successfully. I reported this and other
cases to the late President Mr. Lee at the next
Bursary Award Presentation Committee meeting
and he immediately approved them. This is
the great kindness shown by SBL for deserving
bursary applicants.'

The Bursary Award Presentation ceremony
was an especially delightful event for him, with
him rejoicing for the good fortune of the thousands
of students receiving the bursaries. "Whenever
[ get the chance to meet the Malay recipients, |
will always tell them to thank SBL for giving them
the bursaries and opportunities to pursue their
academic achievements. [ will also remind their
parents of this when they attend the events.'

Joint Working Group

Dr. Mohd Hasbi understood the hardship
of charitable organisations for survival and
development in Singapore. When his father the
late Mr. Abu Bakar Maidin took over the leadership
of JS, its fund only had $5.65. The organisation
was unable to hire any staff and meetings were
held at his house, with Dr. Mohd Hasbi and his
brothers responsible for serving tea and pastries.



Since the establishment of |S, while
propagating the teachings of Islam, it has also
tried its best to help the underprivileged groups
in society, including by providing food to low-
income families and by subsidising medical
expenses.

'My father knew that if an organisation
has no money, it is like having both legs being
constrained, such that one could not move or
do much. Therefore, in the first few years of the
'70s, on every Saturday, he would lead the board
directors and members on a rented bus to go to

Malay kampungs all over the island to raise funds.

Donations of any amount were welcomed.'

He reminisced that he once went to a
southern island of Singapore for fundraising.
There was a man who seemed affluent, who was
indifferent to Jamiyah's fundraising request.
Instead, a sweeper in that village donated 10
cents. Later, the same man who was living
next door also came forward and gave his
donation. Around the '80s, the organisation
received support from charities in Saudi Arabia,
Malaysia, Spain and other countries, and was
finally able to set up a modern workplace at
the old site of Lorong 12 in Geylang. ]S also
received government support in recent years
and developed into a fully functional religious
organisation.

Dr. Mohd Hasbi said, 'The cooperative
relationship between JS and SBL has a long
history of more than 40 years. [ hope that the
relationship can be further developed in the
future. I remember that just before the outbreak
of the pandemic (COVID-19), Mr. Tan Lee
Huak (present President of SBL) with several
directors came to visit. We discussed setting
up a working committee to jointly organise
programmes for the community, focusing on
welfare and interfaith programmes. Now that
the pandemic has improved, we shall further
discuss this soon, to provide multi-faceted

support to more underprivileged groups.' D
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About Jamiyah Singapore (JS)

JS, also known as the Muslim Missionary
Society Singapore, was founded in 1932 by
the Roving Ambassador of Peace from Meerut
(India), Moulana Abdul Aleem Siddique.

Over the decades, Jamiyah has expanded
with several enhanced programmes and
services to address the ever-changing needs
of the community. Its vision of 'Serving the
Community, Caring for All' comes with the
mission of serving the Muslim community
and mankind. Its aims are also to make JS a
centre for promoting missionary, education,
knowledge and welfare.

JS currently manages four Welfare Homes and
six Education Centres islandwide. It engages
in several community service related projects
and programmes that serve underprivileged
children, destitute elderly, those needing
long-term healthcare, and rehabilitating
drug offenders. (For more information on JS,
please visit jamiyah.org.sg.)

[ J * ®

About The JS President
Dr. Mohd Hasbi holds a Doctorate in
Business Administration from the University
of South Australia; a Master's Degree
in Computer Information Systems from
Southern New Hampshire University, and
a Bachelor's Degree in Computer Systems
from the University of Toledo. An avid
academic and researcher, he was keen on
management, strategic planning, fund-
raising, resource planning and development
for non-profit organisations. He is also
involved in lecturing at educational
institutions in Singapore and Malaysia as an
Adjunct Professor in IT and management
courses. Since young, he has participated in
JS's activities and joined the council in 1989.
In 2012, he was elected as its President.

[ J * o
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Riding Through The Hard Times
Together With Mutual Respect

— Interview With The Catholic Archbishop Of Singapore,

William Goh Seng Chye

Archbishop William Goh Seng Chye, of the
Catholic Archdiocese of Singapore, has
written to the Singapore Buddhist Lodge (SBL)
several times to congratulate all Buddhist
friends — Happy Vesak Day. Their publications,
Hai Sing Pao and the Catholic News, have also
published similar congratulatory messages
from the Archbishop.

In one congratulatory message, Archbishop
William wrote: 'Jesus and Buddha were both great
prophetic peacemakers, filled with mercy, love and
compassion, especially for the poor, regardless
of religion and race. As faithful Buddhists and
Catholics, let us renew our commitment to be
inspirational witnesses of mutual respect and
lasting peace to everyone.' (ref: 2019)

Archbishop William Goh Seng Chye
emphasized: 'All religions must respect each
other and live in peace.’

He said, Pope Francis visited Iraq and Saudi
Arabia earlier this year and delivered the same
message.

We Are All In The Same Boat

Archbishop Goh received the SBL
delegation in his residence and mentioned that
as early as 1964, the Roman Catholic Church had
promulgated a declaration on how to treat with
respect non-Catholic Christians.

According to records, between 1962 and
1965, the Roman Catholic Church held the
Second Ecumenical Council, or better known
as the Second Vatican Council over 281 days.
After careful discussion at the meeting, several
resolutions were passed. Among them, the
'Declaration on the Relation of the Church to
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Non-Christian Religions' states:

"...other religions found everywhere try to
counter the restlessness of the human heart,
each in its own manner, by proposing "ways,"
comprising teachings, rules of life, and sacred rites.
The Catholic Church rejects nothing that is true and
holy in these religions. She regards with sincere
reverence those ways of conduct and of life, those
precepts and teachings which, though differing
in many aspects from the ones she holds and sets
forth, nonetheless often reflect a ray of that Truth
which enlightens all men.' (Nostra Aetate 1965)

Archbishop Goh in his Vesak Day message
last year, quoted the prayer by Pope Francis
on 27 March 2020, for an end to the pandemic:
'We are all in the same boat, all of us fragile and
disoriented, but at the same time important and
needed, each of us in need of comforting the other.
We cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but only
together can we make it through this crisis.'

Set Up 27 Charity Organisations

Archbishop Goh said SBL is an influential
Buddhist organisation in Singapore. Besides
propagating the teachings of Buddha, it has
spared no effort to carry out charity works,
which is really admirable.

'The enthusiasm of you all serving the
public has made a deep impression upon me.'
In his response to our questions, he
reflected the situation of the Catholic Church in

Singapore: 'The Roman Catholic Archdiocese
of Singapore oversees a congregation of
some 360,000 Catholics. The Archdiocese has
32 churches spread across five districts in
Singapore and there are about 150 priests.’



He pointed out that religion should not only
guide the people at a spiritual level, but also assist
in the material needs of disadvantaged groups.
'Love God, as well as love brothers and sisters.'

Caritas Singapore is the official social and
community arm of the Catholic Church in Singapore.
It has 27 charitable organizations. It is also a
member of Caritas International, which is made up
of 160 humanitarian groups in various countries.

The organisations under Caritas Singapore
serve a wide range of causes such as the poor,
children, youth at risk, families, prisoners,
elderly, sick, those with life-limiting illnesses
including HIV/AIDS, the disabled, those with
medical needs and others who require legal aid.

There are more than 70 programmes run
by these organisations. Programmes include a
soup kitchen, financial assistance, residential
care, shelters, befriending, counselling, palliative
care, student care, skills training etc.

Charitable organisations of the Archdiocese
of Singapore also provide various assistance
including funding, medical aid and volunteers for
immediate relief to the poor and needy, especially
to developing countries in the region affected by
natural disasters and adverse circumstances.

Archbishop Goh added, the social
responsibilities fulfilled by the Catholic Church
of Singapore also include the establishment of
34 Catholic schools, the construction of Mount
Alvernia Hospital and a Nursing Home for the
aged and the poor.

Seminary Course Includes Comparative
Religion

The 64 year-old Archbishop revealed that he
lived in Hougang when he was young. He studied
at Montfort Secondary School, where he obtained
an 'A' Level Certificate. After National Service, he
worked in a bank for a year. Soon he joined the
seminary to prepare for the priesthood.

He began his studies for the priesthood in
Philosophy at the Major Seminary (College General)
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in Penang, Malaysia, and later completed his
theological studies in the Major Seminary of
Singapore. In 1985, at the age of 27, he was
ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Singapore.
He served as Assistant Parish Priest at the Church
of the Holy Cross and five years later was sent to the
Pontifical Gregorian University of Rome to obtain
his Licentiate in Dogmatic Theology. From 1992 to
2005, he was a lecturer at St. Francis Xavier's Major
Seminary in Singapore. Most Reverend Goh was
the Rector of the Seminary from 2004 to 2013.
He was ordained Coadjutor Archbishop on 22
Febuary 2013 and was officially installed as the
Archbishop of Singapore on 18 May 2013.

His Grace shared that during their Seminary
training, one of the courses of study was
comparative religion: 'We require all our priests
to understand the four major local religions.
The lecturers for this particular course are
representative figures from various religions.
For example, Buddhist monks are invited to give
lectures in Buddhism. We want to make sure
that the priest has no extreme thinking and has
an understanding of peaceful coexistence with
other religions.’'

He added: 'We want to respect other
religions and at the same time treat them as
a challenge, so as to inspire us to practice the
doctrine and the teachings of God better.'

He pointed out that more exchange
between religious groups will help to promote
understanding and establish a harmonious and
natural coexistence. However, communication
at a high-level must also be based on a strong
belief in one's own religion.

The Archbishop believes that religion
should be kept separate from politics; religion
should not be involved in politics. The
government should treat all religions equally.

Archbishop Goh Seng Chye mentioned that
people with religious beliefs generally have a spirit
of self-sacrifice and are willing to serve society.
'Many young people today strive mainly for fame
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and fortune; and do not have the idea of serving
the public. However, people's desire for material
life is like a bottomless pit that can never be filled.'
He believes that the ethics and moral
education we have in our schools has a far-reaching
impact on students' thinking and behaviour, but
it cannot be compared with the spiritual influence
that religious courses could have. He emphasized
the importance of religion as a beacon of hope.
He advocated an open attitude towards
religious beliefs and culture.
Kew Ong Yah Temple (Upper Serangoon)
has a parade to welcome and send the gods every
year in the ninth month of the lunar calendar.
Archbishop Goh shared that as a kid, he would
run to the road side and watch the spectacle every
time he heard the sound of the gongs and drums.
He also shared that he noticed on one of his
trips, "There are no chairs in Cambodian churches.
People sit on the floor to pray and burn incense.
Honouring their ancestors on Ching Ming Festival
is very important for Taiwanese Catholics.
The celebration of carnivals by the Filipinos
for example, shows the strong influence of the
Spanish and American cultures on the people.'
'We should respect different cultural
heritages.' He added that Catholics who
kneel before their ancestor's pictures are not
worshipping their ancestors but rather they are
only showing their reverence and filial piety.
Archbishop Goh Seng Chye thanked SBL for its
contribution to Singapore's religious harmony and
hoped that the two parties could strengthen their
cooperation gradually. 'Together let us follow the
footsteps of spiritual freedom, wisdom, compassion
of Buddha and Jesus, reduce our material desires
and serve society wholeheartedly.'

Singapore Catholic Church Celebrates Its
200th Anniversary

In 2021, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Singapore celebrates its 200th anniversary.

On 11 December 1821, the French Catholic
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missionary Laurent Marie Joseph Imbert set
foot on the island of Singapore; and since then
Catholicism put down its roots here. The Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of Singapore is holding
various celebrations throughout the year, and
on 11 December 2021, a Mass will be held in 32
churches across the island at the same time.

The theme of the celebration is 'Let Faith
Glow', in line with the vision of the Archdiocese of
Singapore, to spread the gospel more vigorously.

There will be opportunities to learn
more about the contributions of the Church to
Singapore's education, medical care, social services
and inter-religious dialogue and harmonious
relationships built over the past 200 years.

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Singapore
also fulfils its moral and social responsibilities by
cooperating with partners and leaders with similar
values to defend peace and ensure everyone in
society is treated fairly and sincerely; and people
live and work in peace and contentment.

The Cathedral Of The Good Shepherd —
Vibrant And Embracing Of All

The Mother Church of the Catholic
Archdiocese of Singapore is the Cathedral of the
Good Shepherd. It is the oldest Roman Catholic
Church in Singapore, located between Queen Street,
Victoria Street and Bras Basah Road. A major
renovation project was completed recently in 2016.

Archbishop Goh's vision for the Cathedral is
that it is for everyone. 'It is a home for all young
and old, Catholics and non-Catholics, rich and
poor, Singaporean and other nationalities. I would
want this Cathedral to reflect the universality of
the Catholic Church, an all embracing mother and
teacher.' (6 November 2015)

The Cathedral of the Good Shepherd was built
in 1847 in a style and architecture reminiscent
of the European Renaissance. It was listed as a
national monument in Singapore in 1973. The
interior decoration is simple and exquisite,

creating a serene and peaceful atmosphere. D
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Last year, the Lodge's traditional charity

he new year has just begun, with every

manifestation of nature renewed. To express
gratitude for our volunteers' dedication, during a
management meeting last year, we initiated ‘The
Lodge's Volunteer Day'. However, due to COVID-
19's serious situation, we postponed the event
for everyone's safety. A year later today, we are
gathered here to report our accomplishments,
share our joy, boost one another's morale and offer
prayers together, with the hope of continuing to
work hand in hand to face all challenges, support
one another, and with gratitude progress.

With Various Activities Helping The Public
To Optimistically Adapt To New Norms
Last year, operations in the Lodge have been
running well. During implementation of the circuit
breaker, having planned ahead, we had various
Dharma talks and classes conducted via live
streaming. After the circuit breaker, as scheduled,
we completed various traditional on-site Dharma
assemblies, with them also streamed online. Before
the Chinese New Year, to thank the hard work done
by volunteers, devotees and members, we held
'Emperor Liang's Treasure Repentance Dharma
Assembly' especially for them. Having made
proactive attempts with the mentioned activities
to help everyone adapt to new norms, we were
rewarded with good public rapport and praise.
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projects, such as 'Bursary Award Presentation'
and 'Hongbao Distribution’ carried on as usual.
Regardless of religion and race, as scheduled,
hongbaos were offered to low-income families and
senior citizens with public assistance cards. Last
year, the total donations collected for Hongbao
Distribution was $1.03 million, the highest amount
in history. The monthly rice aid was also carried
out as planned. We also held talks on 'Chinese
Medicine Health Care' and the 'Ageing Population'
for public welfare, and a "Three-Day Children's
Buddhism Camp'. These three activities received
positive feedback and commendation.

Bringing Dharma Propagation Work To
The Next Level

Propagating Buddhism has been the mission
of the Lodge since its founding, and the passing
of the Right Dharma's torch requires continuous
efforts generation after generation. On 17
January 2021, the Lodge's first (Miaoji) Children
Buddhism Class officially commenced, extending
our field of Dharma propagation to the younger
generation. To enhance devotees' understanding
of Buddhism, having various Dharma talks and
Buddhist classes are absolutely necessary. Last
year, through the guidance of Venerable Yanxu,
more than 230 students of our '6th Pure Land
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Buddhism Class' had Dharma lessons in the
Lodge and online. The '5th Pure Land Buddhism
Class' Graduation Ceremony', which was
postponed due to the pandemic, was held on 23
January, conducted simply yet formally.

This year, we commenced our new classes,
the 'SBL English Buddhist Class' by Venerable
Changqing and the 'Vimalakirti Satra Class' by
Venerable Zongkai. Step by step, we are steadfastly
and proactively propagating the Dharma. We hope
that with the concerted efforts of everyone, the
traditional and new Buddhist classes will bring the
work of propagating the Dharma for benefitting
sentient beings to new heights.

During this unprecedented great calamity
of human history, many livelihoods are hit
badly, with many families suffering greatly. This
makes us more determined, especially in this
extraordinary period, to provide various kinds
of spiritual and material assistance, to do good
deeds endlessly, to serve society. However, to
'walk the Bodhisattva's path’, to purify the mind
and serve the public, these activities cannot
be done without the fervent help and selfless
dedication of our volunteers.

Volunteerism Is The Core Spirit Of The
Lodge Passed From Generation To
Generation

Looking back in history, like many
organisations, in the early stages, the Lodge had
no space for events. It was because of Mr. Lee
Choon Seng's (LI Junchéng) generous donation,
that the Lodge came to have its own place. Later,
with the impetus of the late Venerable Kong
Hiap (Guangqia) and former President of the
Lodge Mr. Chén Guangbié, solid groundwork
was established and expanded. The far-sighted
vision and foresight of our predecessors have left
us precious wealth. After his donation, Mr. Lee
Choon Seng recommended Mr. Lee Tiong Sek (LI
Zhongshi) as the Lodge's first President, while
quietly supporting him in the background. During
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the Japanese occupation, there were many things
waiting to be done. To develop the Lodge, Mr.

Lee Choon Seng again came out of obscurity and
took up the President's post. Taking two years

to restructure, when everything was on the right
track, he recommended Mr. Teo Siok Guan (Zhang
Shiiyudn) to serve as President. Mr. Lee Choon
Seng was one of the four great talents of Nanyang.
He was a refuge disciple of Great Master Yinguang,
the 13th Patriarch of the Pure Land Tradition.

He was also President of the Chinese Chamber

of Commerce, Chairman of the Ee Hoe Hean Club
and founding President of the Singapore Buddhist
Federation. In memory of the magnificent
dedication of our worthy predecessors, and with
admiration, they are all role models for us to aspire
to be, being great examples for all volunteers.

Looking back at our late President Mr. Lee
Bock Guan (Li Muyuan), he was a volunteer in the
Lodge since his 20s. He started from doing basic
chores in the kitchen, washing dishes, mopping
and serving food. Next, he learnt to play Dharma
instruments and chant siitras. Subsequently, he
trained in each department, as he worked his way
to become the President. His contributions and
dedication are obvious to all. Merely being able
to keep both the old Angsana and 'Bodhi' trees in
the courtyard was incredible. He was a full-time
volunteer in the Lodge for 365 days throughout
the year. It is precisely the voluntary dedication
of these countless predecessors, that laid the
Lodge's foundation for today's outstanding
achievements. Their touching deeds and noble
sentiments will always live in our hearts, as
esteemed examples to learn from.

We took over the work of the Lodge after
the 44th and 45th directors' meetings, with
teamwork playing a very important role. While
we stand on the shoulders of our predecessors,
without the hard work of previous Presidents,
directors, volunteers, members, donors and
thousands of anonymous Buddhists, we would
not have achieved today's splendid achievements!



Let us now look at our elderly 'Bodhisattvas'.
Without them waking at wee hours every day for
decades, to work in the kitchen as volunteers with
their sincere dedication, we would not be so well-
known for serving free vegetarian food. Without
volunteers' support during Dharma assemblies,
even if we increased our number of employees by
many more times, they will still not be enough to
handle the great amount of work during Chinese
New Year's events, July's Dharma assemblies, etc.
Without our committed embroidery volunteers, we
would not be able to see the majestic table runners
and decorations. Without our volunteers putting
aside their personal work to visit one nursing
home after another, we would not be able to
distribute 8,000 hongbaos and gifts for the elderly
in time yearly. Without our volunteers arriving at
the Lodge to work overtime and review bursary
applications, we would not be able to give more
than 1,000 bursaries to students for primary to
tertiary education. Without our volunteers handling
Dharma instruments waking up at 4 a.m. during
Dharma assemblies' periods, it would be impossible
to continue having morning chanting sessions.

There are likewise many devotees who
silently contributed and never boasted about
doing so. For many generations, they have been
supporting, and are still supporting the Lodge
wholeheartedly.

As President of the Lodge, my team and I
are very appreciative of everyone's devotion and
contributions. From the bottom of our hearts,
we are very grateful. The success of the Lodge
did not come overnight, and is not the doing of
one person. Its success is surely with the efforts

of many frontline and backend volunteers, many
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pairs of hardworking hands and determined
efforts of all previous directors, that today's
astounding achievements can be achieved. Let me
hereby express my utmost gratitude to everyone!

Actively Preparing For The Next
Directors' Election
After more than a year of the global fight
against the pandemic, the new norms of life
have brought us many challenges and insights.
They also allowed us to learn to be more self-
disciplined, more caring for others, with more
time to face ourselves, and to focus on spiritual
cultivation. Entering 2021, although we face
various challenges and variables, as Buddhists, if
we can appreciate impermanence, cherish causes
and conditions, diligently cultivate spiritually
and continuously improve ourselves, how is this
current pandemic not a living Dharma lesson?
The term of our 45th Board of Directors will
come to an end. With thanks to the support of
all members, Buddhist friends and volunteers,
the past two years were not easy. However, as
directors who voluntarily manage the Lodge, we
have no complaints or regrets. The past two years
were with twists and turns of events, while we
still adhered to our traditions, moving forward
on the right terms, frankly and openly. Although
encountering unprecedented challenges from the
pandemic, we faced them calmly and responded
positively, with the Lodge still full of vitality...
We have full confidence for the future!
We believe that with the blessings of the Triple
Gem, the pandemic will be overcome soon. We
believe that with the support of the Lodge's
members, Buddhists and others, we can definitely
make the Lodge even more successful, to more
greatly promote its objectives, to 'propagate the
Buddha's teachings, and with Compassion aid the
world'l Nam6 Amituofo. D
(This article is a speech by the Lodge's President
Mr. Tan Lee Huak (Chén Lifa) given on the first
Volunteer Day, as edited by the editorial team.)
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In Each One Moment
Is One New Encounter ...

When I first came across the saying '—Hf—<%" in a Japanese-styled tea shop, I thought it was
a special slogan, for urging customers to come and meet once a week in the shop for tea. It
seemed like a nice concept then, though I wondered if it would be feasible for business. Appallingly,
little did [ know that I had greatly mistaken on its meaning.

As I researched further, I realised that the meaning is entirely different in Japanese.
In my defence, '—HH' in our local context is normally used to mean 'once a week' or
'one week' (—& Hf). Due to lack of in-depth knowledge on the nuances of the
language, along with not much openly explained, I forgave myself for this
embarrassing blunder. '—Hf' can have multiple meanings — once; meeting
once; once in a lifetime; one time; one moment. '—%' is less complex,
with these meanings — one meeting; one gathering; one short period;
one encounter.

The concept of 'Ichigo Ichie' (—&i—%) originated from
Japanese Zen Buddhism and was popularised by Japanese tea
ceremonies still practised today. It means that in every one
moment, is one unique encounter. With everything changing from
moment to moment, each moment presents that which is new.
How does one calculate a moment? As time is relative, exactly how
long is one moment? For some, a moment can last a long time, and
for others, over in a flash. Therefore, it is pure awareness of the
moment that truly matters. Surely, to the extent that we are wakeful
in this moment, is the very extent we are living it — be it more fully or
mindlessly.

The Japanese tea ceremony explains Ichigo Ichie as such... It is about
enjoying and treasuring the moment, from the boiling of the water, to the
first sip of the tea. Even when practised with precise skills, with the unique
conditions of all the external and internal factors involved, each process cannot
be repeated. One cannot brew or sip a second cup of tea with exactly the same
sentiments and taste that arose with the first cup. It is not just in a tea ceremony that we
should have the Ichigo Ichie attitude, as it should overflow into our everyday lives too, from
moment to moment. This meditative awareness makes one appreciate every little detail, many of
which we habitually miss in our 'mundane’ lives, which makes life all the more mundane.

[ guess the poetic charm of Ichigo Ichie for many lies in the constant pursuit of the ephemeral,

that fleeting and ungraspable. One can only have 'it' in this moment, and no longer in the next. Then
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again, the Buddha reminds us in the Diamond Siitra (& R£%), that exactly due to constant change,
even 'the present mind is unattainable' (B 7E/.0: /R AJ15). Yet, Ichigo Ichie is not about reminiscing

an experience. On the contrary, it is to not cling to any experience, but flow with it. It is about

experiencing things as they are, rather than craving for an experience or clinging to one. For example,

when we see a waterfall as it i!, it Eoes not make sense to hang on to it, with it clearly expressing

change. In reality, there is#o!i%l:'waterfall'; there is only 'water-fall-ing'.
This brings us to the Buddha's teachings on emptiness. What is emptiness? Emptiness
_——

is all phenomena being empty (%) of any fixed mind (') and matter (£). Since both
aspects are ever-changing at the mental and physical (i.e. cellular) levels, they are
impermanent (%%Tthus without a substantial self or 'non-self' (F7t3%). As a

popular saying goes, the same person cannot step into the same river twice.

This runs mel with the Buddhist truth of the emptiness of self and
external f)-hc—n'omena (3= A%). If mind and matter have no truly
'solid' en_t;aes within, which part of us experiences that good or bad?
Exactly since we are unable to pinpoint the who, what, when
and where, the takeaway lesson is to treasure experiences as
they are, but not be attached. Even 'bad’ experiences should be
treasured for the 'good’ lessons they teach, without being attached
to either. If able to do this, we will surely become truly at ease (B
1£). Do not expect or reject what life presents. Whatever occurs is
just what it is, for us to make the best of.
While some might be overly attached to their good
experiences, some simply just take everything (or anyone) good
or granted. To practise Ichigo Ichie is to tread the subtle Middle
Path between being attached and being nonchalant. While we
treasure, we do not become obsessed. While we are not attached, we
do not become complacent.
Due to our kalpas of lifetimes' force of habit, we assume that to
treasure a person, experience or thing (AZ547)) means to hold on tightly,
inking that f(;rit to endure, it has to be possessed. However, to overly
omanticise any of the above will only lead to suffering, for how can the slipping
sands of time ever be clutched, even with the firmest grip of a hand?
To be libefMile clinging, we will need practice. A tea master takes years of
training to reach the stage of recognising an Ichigo Ichie moment. Yet, when we practise mindfulness
of Amitabha Buddha's name (W%B’Eﬁ: Amitu6f6) with utmost wholeheartedness now, with his
great blessings connected to, we will be living the essence of Ichigo Ichie, right here and right now,

even before we meet him in his Pure Land later! &
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BenefittingFromUpholding APrecious

Virtue-Encouraging Text
— Reading ‘The Record Of Lord YU Jingyi's Encounter With

Zaoshén (The Kitchen God)’

) The Record Of Lord Yu Jingyi's Encounter
With Zaoshén (The Kitchen

God)' is a virtue-encouraging text

that was handed down as folk

legend containing values, it is a

precious text.

In olden days, folks would make
offerings to Zaoshén on the 23rd of
the 12th lunar month beside their
stove, thinking that he was the one
that administered the misfortunes,
blessings and wealth of the
entire family. On this day,
Zaoshén is supposed
to ascend to heaven to
report the whole year's
good and evil deeds
of the family to the
Jade Emperor. Thus,
the couplet offered to
Zaoshén reads, 'Ascend
to heaven to report
good deeds, descend to the world to bestow
auspiciousness'. The offerings to Zaoshén are
closely related to the Chinese New Year as a
week later, on its eve, Zaoshén with other gods
are supposed to bring misfortunes and blessings
back to families. Zaoshén was known to lead the
gods to earth, from which they will ascend to
heaven after new year's day, with him staying
to station in everyone's kitchen. The ceremony
to welcome all gods is known as 'receiving the
gods,' but for Zaoshén, it is known as 'receiving

the stove'.
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By Hé Hua

When young in China, on that day, we could

hear firecrackers. It was like the prelude of the
spring festival, a reminder to every household
that spring is near, to prepare for the new
year. Nowadays, most kids from modern cities
like Singapore have not seen any traditional
Chinese pots and stoves, let alone know about
Zaoshén. Gone were the days of traditional
pots and stoves, with city-dwellers having no
idea of 'smoke from the kitchen chimney rising
in spirals'. One autumn, back home in China, a

friend and [ went to a village in Anhul at Yuéxi



County to admire the red maple leaves. As the
evening approached, the whole village had
smoke springing up from the kitchen chimneys.
At that moment, I quite desired such village
life, that though isolated, was filled with human
activities such as cooking.

Yt Jingyi, a Jiangxi resident during the Ming's
Jiajing Emperor's Dynasty, was a multi-talented
and erudite man. At 18, he passed the imperial
exam at the county level and became a scholar.
However, his life thereafter had many adversities.
For seven times, he failed the imperial provincial
examination. Although he had five sons and four
daughters, four sons and three daughters died
young. The only surviving son was the brightest
and most refined. With a birthmark under his
left foot, he was his parents' precious gem. When
the boy was eight, he went missing while playing
outside. Mr. YU was then left with one daughter.
His wife lamented of life's suffering and became
blind after crying too much.

Every year, on the day of making offerings
to Zaoshén, Mr. Ya would write a petition for
removal of obstructions and pray to him. For
many years, there was no correspondence.
Things took a better turn when he was 47.

On that year's Chinese New Year's eve, while
seated with his blind wife and daughter in their
house, feeling depressed and desolated while
comforting one another, a visitor unexpectedly
appeared. He was known as Mr. Zhang, with
manners, words and deeds not of this world. Mr.
Yt then lamented on his bitter suffering to him,
to which Mr. Zhang replied, 'l have been aware
of your family matters for a long time." After
which, he revealed Mr. Yi's fatal weaknesses
one by one: having extremely serious evil
intentions, overly focusing on pursuing an
inflated reputation, etc. Each year, the petitions

burnt at the stove were all grievances, lacking
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repentance and sincerity to do good. Mr. YU was
not convinced by the accusations and became
defensive. Mr. Zhang then said, 'Mr. Y4, you
pretended to be good in front of others, but in
private, your mind is often unkind, with greed,
jealousy, prejudice and arrogant thoughts
flickering in you.' Startled, Mr. Yu thought, 'As
this man certainly knows my inner evil thoughts,
he is surely not a mere mortal.' Thereupon,

Mr. YU prostrated to Mr. Zhang, begging him

to relieve him from his suffering. As Mr. Zhang
felt that there were still good roots in Mr. Y4, he
advised him to start clearing all his distracting
thoughts, and to focus on having good thoughts.
He should do good without scheming for
repayment or seeking for fame, regardless of
the matter being big or small, difficult or easy,
with unrestrained perseverance doing it with
patience. If it is beyond his means, doing it
sincerely and conscientiously would make the
kind intention complete instead.

Cultivation of practice focuses on
cultivating the mind. So-called Buddhist
completion of meritorious virtues, from one
perspective, would refer to completion of the
kind mind with a kind intention, not necessarily
meaning a matter has to be done perfectly for
it to be considered 'complete’. Some matters
might be beyond our abilities, but if we have
good intentions, the arising thought with
good intention is also a kind of completion.
Buddhism's speak of 'evaluating the mind and
not the matter' perhaps refers to this kind of
completion.

After Mr. Zhang finished instructing, he
reached to the stove below and disappeared.

At this moment, Mr. YU realised that Mr.
Zhang was Zaoshén, who came to relieve him
from suffering. From then onwards, Mr. Yu

followed Zaoshén's advice, following it without
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interruption. Doing so for three years, he
finally had further correspondence, with good
outcomes, one after another. First, he became

a private tutor for the prime minister's house
and moved to the capital. Then, he became a
successful candidate in the imperial provincial
examination. The following year, he became

a palace graduate. But the best good outcome
had yet to come. One day, Mr. Yu visited the

old Eunuch Yang. As the eunuch could not bear
children, he adopted five sons instead, asking
them to pay respects to Mr. Yu. As Mr. Yu found
one of the boys, age 16 to look familiar, he asked
where he was from? He vaguely recalled his
hometown and original surname. He then said
that he had boarded a food boat by mistake
when he was playing as a child, with it leaving
with him onboard. After hearing this, Mr. Yt was
thrilled. Checking the boy's left underfoot for
two distinct two moles, he exclaimed, 'You are
my son!'

Nine out of ten eunuchs were known to be
cunning, not leaving many good impressions
on people's minds. However, Eunuch Yang was
exceptional. At that instant, he happily and
willingly returned the boy to Mr. Yd. Taking
him home, his wife seized him and wailed aloud
with bloody tears gushing forth. The boy cried
too, as he held up his mother’s face and licked
to dry her eyes. Miraculously her eyesight was
restored. It was a notable act for the son
to be able to do the above. If he was
indifferent, she would surely not
regain her eyesight?

Mr. Yu felt both
sorrow and joy. Having
such life experiences,
he had come to see
beyond the facade e
of the worldly. He
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decided to quit his official post to return to his
hometown to live a quiet life.

Back in his hometown, he did as much good
as possible. Years later, when his son married
and bore seven sons, all these descendants
became known for their literary reputation.
With the household becoming prosperous, it
was a sharp contrast to the initial state of being
'seated with his blind wife and daughter in their
house, feeling depressed and desolated while
comforting one another'. Now it was simply
heaven on earth.

At 88, Mr. Yu died of old age. He was able to
reverse his desperate situation, to be with benefits
that were indeed beyond thought and words!

Since young, we have known of "The
Anthology Of Ancient Texts That Are
Incomparably Good' (Giwén Guanzhi), though
all anthologies have their limitations and
prejudices. Such a fine piece of timeless writing
like 'The Record Of Lord Yt Jingyi's Encounter
With Zaoshén (The Kitchen God)', with its
profound ideology in simple and unadorned
writing, should be included in the anthology. If
one can memorise and recite it from young, one
will benefit for life. @

(Translated by SBL Pure Land Class

Translation Team)
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How Great Master Yinguang Was

Recognised As Mahasthamaprapta

Bohisaﬂva’s Manifestation

By Bai Himéi

As titled, we know this to be true due to the following
famous accounts, as recorded in the 'Collection On Eternal
Reminiscences Of Great Master Yinguang' «EJ£Kk/BEY,
as edited by Chén Hdiliang (4 &2). First, is the 'Record Of
A Dream For Mourning Great Master Yinguang' <225 I<E[
JEXIF» written by Ydang Xinfang (%515 75) on the People's
Republic of China's 29th year's (1940 C.E.) 12th month's
7th day, with its translated version, followed with notes:

en [ was 18 years old, attending Shanghai Girls' Secondary
w:chool, I had a schoolmate named Miss Zhang Xidojuan (5KZ
18), who was living at Ximén Road's Run'an Village, with me having
friendship that was most deep. Her Mother Madam Zhang, had great
kindness for me, and as a personal daughter saw me. Thus did [ also
with 'Mother’ call her. After school coming back, I always took food and
lodging at the Zhang house, with this as a constant habit.

In the People's Republic of China's 25th year's (1936 C.E.) 11th
month's 23rd night, I was staying at the Zhang house, with Xiaojuan
sharing a bed. In the middle of the night sleeping away, from afar, I saw

Guanyin Bodhisattva Mahasattva (M & X 1) standing on a small island.
Surrounding the island was all of the ocean, with the water and sky having one
colour. The Bodhisattva's body height was a zhang (10 feet) perhaps, with a
necklace adorned, and a hand holding a pure vase, like that the world would
paint. [Note 1: A dream especially auspicious and vivid is most likely genuinely
inspired by the enlightened. Also, if that dreamt about was never much on the
mind before, the dream is likely to convey a special and significant message.]

[ was then on a small leaf-like boat within, with the boat sailing,
approaching the island. The Bodhisattva beckoned with her hand and told
me, 'Great Power Arrived (Mahasthamaprapta) Bodhisattva (KB ZEE
f%) is now at Shanghai teaching and transforming sentient beings.

Why are you confused, not going to listen to the Dharma?' [ was

without that to answer. [Note 2: Her inability to understand and reply

<4 Bodhisattva Mahasthamaprapta (Dashizhi), 13th century.
Photo: The Metropolitan Museum of Art
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‘expressed’ her confusion. Yet, it is with knowledge
that she will be able to understand the message
clearly later, that the dream was inspired.]

The Bodhisattva again said, 'Venerable
Yinguang (B¢ ) is Great Power Arrived
Bodhisattva's manifested body. Four years later,
his conditions for transforming will be complete!
As her words ended and she became concealed,
suddenly, swelling waves filled the sky, as the
boat nearly capsized, I loudly called for help
to save my life. [Note 3: What presented was a
revelation with a prediction. After manifestations
of enlightened beings have completed their
missions with available karmic affinities, they will
manifest departure, although they can continue to
manifest in other ways known and unknown by us.
After delivering the message, the ocean, which can
be taken to represent the ocean of birth and death
became stormy, perhaps functioning as a physical
and spiritual wake-up call, to pay attention to the
Dharma before it is too late.]

Xiaojuan pushed me awake and said,
'Xinfang, is it that you are having a nightmare?'

[ told her regarding the dream, and with each
other, we had a laugh. [Note 4: The dream was
probably not taken very seriously at first.] Early

next morning, with the dream, I told Madam
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Zhang, also asking if there is a Bodhisattva named
Great Power Arrived or not, and a Venerable
named Yinguang. Madam Zhang, who had strong
faith in Buddhism, in surprise said, 'Great Power
Arrived Bodhisattva is a Bodhisattva of the
Western Pure Land Of Ultimate Bliss (78 J3 1% 5k
H5). About Venerable Yinguang's name, in the
past, [ once heard of it from Xiaojuan's Father,
saying that he is Mount Piitué's (£ PELLI) high
monastic, who has attained the path.' [Note 5: The
dream began to prove true in two aspects, with the
Bodhisattva and Venerable, who were never heard
of before, both existing in real life.]

[ asked, 'Is Venerable Yinguang now at
Shanghdi?' Madam Zhang said, 'l do not know.'
[, with this, was confused. The next day, when
reading Shénbao «EE#%Y (Shanghii News), I saw
that there was publication of an announcement of
the Bingzi year's 'Dharma Assembly For Protection
Of The Country And Cessation Of Disasters' ({7E
BIRES), then knowing that a famous Shanghai
person had invited Venerable Yinguang to come
to Shanghai's Juéyuan (T [E), to preside over
the Dharma assembly. [Note 6: The dream proved
prophetically true (in advance), with confirmation
that the Venerable will be in Shanghdi.]

So remarkable was this dream, that the
three of us were amazed to no end. Thus with

Madam Zhang, mother and daughter together, we

The Bodhisattva beckoned with her hand and told me,
'Great Power Arrived Bodhisattva is now at Shanghai
teaching and transforming sentient beings. Why are you
confused, not going to listen to the Dharma?
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went to Juéyudn, to listen to Venerable Yinguang speak the Dharma, with
the three of us together taking the Threefold Refuge! I received the given
Dharma name Huifén (E35), with Madam Zhang named Huifan (23¢), and
Xidojuan named Huiying (E ).

With shame, my evil obstacles are deep and heavy, yet able to be
diligent. Now then, carrying a son and embracing a daughter, for the entire
day rushing about, with pure karma increasingly with the wild overgrown!
[Note 7: Such is the case for many, whom when younger before, became
interested in the Dharma, but with the forming of families (and work) later,
becoming overly occupied with worldly responsibilities, some self-chosen and
self karmically ‘given’, Thus, regardless of one's age and situation now, there
should be seizing of the moment to study and practise the Dharma as much as
possible, before it becomes too late, with even more regrets later.|

Yesterday receiving my Stizhou friend's letter, saying that Great Master
Yinguang had already sat and departed at Mount Lingyan (3R & LLI) [in 1940
C.E.]. Alas, Great Master had departed! After conditions of transforming
for four years, completely according to my past dream. [ with the Great
Master had a fragment of incense's and fire's cause and condition, that
cannot be without words shared. Shedding tears and rapidly writing, with
words not forming text, sending this to Shanghai's 'Awakening Sentient
Beings' Fortnightly' <5553 BT for publication, relying on the
magazine for my mourning. Homage to and refuge for life in Great Power
Arrived Bodhisattva! [Note 8: With the Great Master's departure on time as
predicted in the dream, this means that not only was the dream truly inspired
by Guanyin Bodhisattva, the Great Master was truly a manifestation of Great
Power Arrived Bodhisattva too. In this way, the two companion Bodhisattvas
validated each other, so as to inspire all who hear of this, including us now.]

{Chén Hailiang's Notes: Miss Yang's record within has the words
of 'Four years later, his conditions for transforming will be complete!
Formerly, there was doubt on why she did not on an earlier day send it
for publication, yet certainly with waiting for the day of the Great Master's
return to the Western Pure Land, to then announce it to the world.

Until reading Miss Yang's 'Letter Sent To Gentleman Shi' «E(fEE Y,
then knowing she once received Great Master's chiding, saying she must not
tell others. [Gentleman Shi is layperson Shi Jieyuan (F&7#[Tl).] The amazing
part of this dream, is that it consists of the female student yet to hear the

Buddha's Dharma. Moreover, not knowing there are the names of Great Power

Arrived Bodhisattva and Venerable Yinguang. For Miss Yang to connect to this
dream, her good roots are naturally not ordinary. If not having this dream, which

person would know the compassionate vows of the Bodhisattva Of Boundless Light
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(FEif1¥)?} [Note 9: If we feel a connection to this case, and see it to be
inspiring, our good roots are perhaps not so lowly.]

Next, is an excerpt from the above 'Letter Sent To Layperson Shi Jiéyuan'’

CEUE R B written by Yang Xinfang on the People's Republic of
China's 29th year's (1940 C.E.) 12th month's 8th day, a day after:

Yesterday, when elder sister Xuéytin (F ) from Siizhéu sent a letter,
with shock, I learnt that old Dharma Master Yinguang had to the Western
Pure Land returned, also hearing Shanghai's 'Awakening Sentient Beings'
Fortnightly' to be for my teacher, publishing a special commemorative
publication. My sister Xuéyun instructed Xinfang (myself) to be with my
teacher's cause and condition recorded and published, to then not betray the
compassionate heart of Guanyin Bodhisattva Mahasattva, for manifesting in
my dream... Alas! Teacher is now gone. In Eternal Still Light within, may he
forgive and not blame me for being meddlesome! [Note 10: Since the Great
Master had departed already, there was no harm in sharing what happened,
especially since it is helpful for inspiring the masses. It would be living up to the
compassionate spirit of all Bodhisattvas, also not letting Great Power Arrived
Bodhisattva down. Just as Guanyin Bodhisattva wanted to inspire her, she
wanted to inspire others.]

I recollect that in the People's Republic of China's 26th year's (1937 C.E.)
spring, [ went to Stizhou to visit my teacher, telling him accordingly, with my
dreamscape. (When at Juéyuan, with circumstances of people being cluttered
thus, I have yet to speak to him about it.) Teacher scolded me, saying, 'Do not
blindly speak! Do not blindly speak! With the ordinary abusing the noble,
this attracts others' slander. Of this dream, furthermore, I do not allow you to
speak of it to others. Otherwise, you are not my disciple!' [Note 11: Especially
as a true Bodhisattva, the Great Master was adhering to the Buddha's
instructions, as taught in the 'Siiraigama Stitra: Section With Pure And Clear
Instructions: Passage On False Speech’ <1542y (B #HIEE: TiEr):

‘After my Parinirvana, I order all Bodhisattvas and Arhats, to manifest
bodies to be born within that Dharma-Ending Age, to become all kinds of
forms, to deliver all from rebirth. Perhaps becoming Sramanas, white-robed
laypersons, kings, officials, young males, young females, as such, and even
licentious women, widows, traitors, thieves, butchers and peddlers, with
them together working, praising the Buddha Vehicle, to enable their bodies
and minds to enter Samddhi. To the end, not personally saying, "l am a true
Bodhisattva, a true Arhat”, to divulge the Buddha's secret cause, to lightly
speak so to those yet to learn. Only except at life's end, secretly having that left

<« Stele with the Bodhisattvas Avalokiteshvara (Guanshiyin) and Mahasthamaprapta (Dashizhi), mid to late 7th century.

Photo: The Metropolitan Museum of Art
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A Great Master Yinguang during Shanghai's 'Dharma Assembly For

Protection Of The Country And Cessation Of Disasters' in 1937.
Photo: Internet

for entrusting. Why would these persons, confuse
sentient beings, by accomplishing great false
speech?’

To summarise and elaborate, the Buddha
taught that truly manifested Arhats, Bodhisattvas
(and even Buddhas) will never disclose their actual
identities, especially in this Dharma-Ending Age,
when there will be increasingly more who falsely
claim to be enlightened. As skilful means to help as
many as possible, the enlightened should manifest
all kinds of forms, except as enlightened beings.
They can even manifest as the apparently immoral,
who do not truly break precepts, to skilfully blend
in with the immoral, so as to guide them towards
the path to Buddhahood. They will not say they are
enlightened, for if they do, anyone else can disobey
the Buddha's instruction, to do so too, to attract
confused followers with false claims, when they
should be attracted with the pure Dharma and
good personal conduct only.

This also means that anyone who claims to
be enlightened, a manifestation or spokesperson
of the enlightened is directly a fraud, doing so for
gathering fame and profit. Those with such lies
are destined for the lowest hell. Historically, as
seen in many cases, also following the Buddha's

instruction, upon revelation of enlightened
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beings' manifestations’ actual identities, be
it by themselves or others, they will have to
depart immediately. If otherwise, they would be
disobeying the Buddha's instruction, and might
be slandered to be frauds, who are staying in the
world to win and indulge in more worldly favours.
Interestingly, the Great Master did not say
he is a Bodhisattva or not; only directly warning
not to speak of the dream further. To disobey his
warning is the same in spirit as to disobey the
Buddha's instruction. If he were to say he is a
Bodhisattva, following the Buddha's instruction,
he would have to depart immediately, thus unable
to continue his mission to teach and transform
others. If he were to say he is not a Bodhisattva, he
would be having false speech, which is to break a
major precept, which Great Bodhisattvas will never
do. Although in reverse, as a noble being properly
manifesting as an ordinary being, and saying that
'with the ordinary abusing the noble’ attracts
others' slander, he did not say he is just an ordinary
being or actually a noble being. What he said and
did not say were part of his skilful means as a
true Bodhisattva. He also did not want anyone to
possibly create much negative karma by slandering
him, to be an ordinary being abusing the status of a
noble being, since he truly is a noble being!]
Xinfang obeyed teacher's warning, not yet
daring to, with this dream publicly tell others.
Even before my husband, (myself) Xinfang also
have yet to mention it. Only to two to three
relatives and friends within, briefly speaking of it
only. My mind still secretly thought, believing that
if my teacher after this abided in this world, if
for four years, then is he as Great Power Arrived
Bodhisattva riding on his vows to again come,
without doubt. Now also is four years later, as
he really, uprightly seated then departed. In the
moment of hearing this news, I could not help

having tears like a spring welling, self-resenting



to have good roots shallow and thin, once face to
face with him, yet missing him. [Note 12: This is
the final proof, with the Great Master departing
with ease and on time, thus fulfilling the dream's
prediction.]

Finally, is a related explanatory excerpt
from 'Reply Regarding Great Master Yinguang's
Manifestation Of Sickness' «&FENY¢ KT <EH
%% by Dharma Master Lingguang (R Y¢S£):

Recently, there are many people, who are
not able to understand how noble beings are
with benefitting of sentient beings eager, to
bestow with skilful means' principles. Regarding
'Awakening Sentient Beings' Fortnightly' that
recorded Miss Yang Xinfang's 'Record Of A Dream
For Mourning Great Master Yinguang's text,
thereupon giving rise to a question. They came
to ask me, saying, 'Since Great Master Yinguang
is Great Power Arrived Bodhisattva's manifested
body that again came, then his life, is then riding
on his vows' power then coming; his death also, is
then accordingly with liberation then departing.
For what reason, before his departure, was his
physical strength also having unwellness?'

Thus, I then like this replied, 'It must be
known that of the Bodhisattva's manifested body
as Great Master Yinguang, his reason, therefore,
for wanting to manifest sickness, is none other
than for admonishing the masses, for each and
every one to know that they themselves are
in this world of Five Defilements with evil and
inferiority. In the end, it is difficult to avoid the
suffering of sickness and death, and they must
also rely on mindfulness of Buddha, then with
its inconceivable power, then able to ultimately
reach the goal of departure from suffering
to attain bliss. [Note 13: The Great Master's
manifesting of sickness despite being actually free
of it is to remind all others who are not free from

sickness, that they too must be like him, practise
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mindfulness of Buddha, just as he, even as a Great
Master does. What more, most ordinary beings will
depart with some form of serious sickness. Thus,
when well, there should be more sincere practice,
to prepare for sickness, when there should be all
the more sincere practice.|

[t should be known that ordinary beings'
sicknesses and deaths, are with confusions and
negative karma that are connected. Noble beings'
sicknesses and deaths, are from compassionate
vows as conveyed. Sicknesses and deaths that are
connected to confusion and negative karma, are
with pain and suffering. Sicknesses and deaths as
conveyed by compassionate vows, are greatly not
the same. Such as layperson Vimalakirti's (4 EE1)
manifesting of sickness, and Sakyamuni Buddha
World-Honoured One's Parinirvana, they all
are, due to compassionate vows as conveyed, in
reality are without pain and suffering, not more
than bestowing with skilful means only. Great
Master Yinguang's manifesting of sickness, is
likewise thus.' ‘&

PhotosInternet
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= Biography Of The Eleventh
- 4 Patriarch Of The Chinese
2 P Pure Land Tradition

Great Master Xing'an (2)

(#_E5f | Continued from last issue)

() R > d5)24 1
Painstakingly Denouncing Crazy Chan, Pointing Return To Pure
Land
IR ARERE, BYFES, BEEL: —BTHF. BELRTL
g, EARFIL; FERESR, 2%, ﬁlﬂ:,b\ﬁml TREE
7 AEBB. TIREZHEBHHEE, FHEA.
Great Master clearly understood that the Dharma-Ending Age's
sentient beings' spiritual roots and capacities are dull and

inferior, briefly having two kinds. First are the foolish, and second

are the crazy. Those foolish are ignorant and without understanding,
stubborn and not willing to await for discussions. Those crazy have
delusional thoughts of the lofty, often thinking of walking reverently
as their equals. They see the Dharma Door Of Mindfulness Of Buddha
to be no less than lowly grass, not willing to personally cultivate it.
They do not know that during the Dharma-Ending Age, of those relying
on Self-power to depart from the cycle of birth and death, rarely heard
of are any.

BE#ERAIEZ L, FRFESL. FiEZ T, B2FEM, Tlffﬁ
2o, HE=FR, —ABR, EGRAZE; MBIFTTE, SETK; £
IR, —FAER. AIERE. FEEGFL, FEMIRIEH, —A%
|3n BB BARNENS, BUKERLFL, HERT. WAR

E, BB, HEXMH. BN, BEEK, BXzKE#L,
REMZ.

Even if there are those awakened through the Chan tradition,
they also should be reborn in Pure Land. Those with awakening
reached, although having the ground of insight, but not having severed
confusions and negative karma, if reborn in the three realms, once
entering the womb, then will they have confusion from separation
(from their previous lives) by death. That awakened to in the past,
will immediately and repeatedly be forgotten and lost. All of one life's
skills will immediately be lost and in vain. This can be used for earnest

reflection. If born in the Western Pure Land, being close to Amitabha
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Buddha, once entering a noble rank, there is
then ascent to the Buddha's ground. Thus know,
that of those not awakened then already spoken
about, of those awakened, to then seek birth in
the Western Pure Land, this is even more urgent.
Like a person who attained a treasure must

seek a good place to bury it, only then can it be
benefitted from. Otherwise, in the end, causing it
to be lost. Of those who have reached awakening
seeking birth in Pure Land, it is likewise thus.

AImE @RS, T8 L. CREEZH
18 = “—AWRkE, KUK, THHE BT
fEHl A KE, fhz Wk ARMS], #2 N
o \FIFER, N7 —TFtatsE, —
TIARHT. EMHAEE, ZBLOOIZE. BER
WEa, RE—OAREL. " BITIFERR, BT,

Great Master perfectly harmonised Chan
and Pure Land practices, with pointing of their
return to Pure Land. As his 'Verses For Teaching
Chan Practitioners To Be Mindful Of Buddha'
says, 'One line of Amfitu6f6 is the leading grade's
koan. Without other discussions, as directly
transmitted, then classified. Like a great fire
gathered, touching it then burnt, like the Tai'é
sword, opposing it then broken. The eighty-four
thousand Dharma teachings' treasury, is in the
six words (i.e. Namé Amituéfé: 5 TP R PER)
completely gathered. The one thousand seven
hundred koans, are with its single blade severed.
No matter if other Buddhas are not happy to hear
this, I, personally, from thought to thought, will
recollect and be mindful of these words. May
you not need to say many words, only needing to
have wholehearted mindfulness [of "Amitu6f4"]
without being scattered.' Great Master earnestly
pointed out and declared this with his personal
practice to transform others.

(3) KRy > WERZ M
With The Joyful And Revulsed Minds Sincere,
Uproot And Eradicate Attachment's Post

RITRA 2 ZEARE PN ERNRERE, 2
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T ERAERT, UM, B R, ZERRITAR
BREIKRRALTF, H it « O\
EHR &, ZHIERK.

Great Master deeply knew that the main
reason for the Saha World's sentient beings' pure
karma being difficult to be accomplished is due
to their attachment's root being difficult to sever.
Therefore, he wrote articles to offer guidance,
with many for rousing practitioners to have
revulsed renunciation of the Saha World, and to
have joyful seeking of the Land Of Ultimate Bliss,
starting with those in his 'Poems For Exhortation
To Cultivate The Pure Land Path’, 'Poems On
Eight Kinds Of Suffering' and others, with many
having pointers and declarations.

=RER, REAE, RIPHARKEE,
THE LE I TR0 KT X B LR TR Tt [8) 5 S T 4OR
EEMITA, IERRFIBIER. BRUETLKRER
R, MEBEERE, IEESEWIGRUL, LI
%, B TH. EFRE, LR, —ZEL,
REhERE, AR SHORE, AR 52
BIRAKRHT, HEESEE, T ZEEMEHLE,
B NBRGME T4, REHBRDRE,
HATEZ BN, £3RREE, R

As the three realms are without peace, not
suitable for abiding long, Great Master urged
people to urgently seek rebirth in Pure Land, only
with this as the only one great matter. Towards
those practitioners relentless with doing of
worldly good deeds, yet indifferent to rebirth in
Pure Land, he would point out and declare their
benefits and disadvantages, gains and losses. If not
with the great matter of liberation from the cycle
of birth and death as being urgent, yet diligently
doing good, with that good done, that is tall like
Mount Sumeru, as all are still conditions for more
births and deaths, when will there be the day of
liberation? With good deeds extensive and many,
births and deaths are then extensive and vast.
As with one thought of the mind of attachment,
is ten thousand kalpas of bondage, how can this
not be feared? If with the mind of mindfulness
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of Buddha not focused, why is this so? Perhaps
itis with fame's root yet to be severed, or with
attachment's thought entangled. Of these two,
there should be additional investigation. If not
with family's conditions and worldly matters,
with one blade severed, with the six-worded great
name with utmost efforts upheld, hoping and
desiring to depart from the Saha World for birth
in the Pure Land Of Ultimate Bliss, this is difficult!

BT MARBLETE, TH%E%W&%E
%, MXER! Ph—ERETKANG, FEHA
2 NRLBAR, M ENEAR RAE
FERFNFE, MAARBIRAL, EFHMERE
o KMALHE, IFSISEEREE; hEE
3, FETEIERTRER, TEE, BEEHE,
L/ R ER?

Notborn into Pure Land, yet desiring and to
be liberated from the cycle of birth and death, while
not liberated from the cycle of birth and death, yet
desiring to avoid degenerating, this moreover is
also difficult! Even if for one life or two lives not
losing the human body, this aids the attaining of
what matter? If not with mindfulness of Buddha
as urgent, yet with worldly minor good deeds as
urgent, not with the great matter of liberation
from the cycle of birth and death as foremost, yet
with accumulating of human and godly blessed
rewards as foremost, this is to not know the
foremost from the latter. Generally speaking, the
Western Buddha's Pure Land is not with many
scattered good deeds that is able to be reached.
Tens of thousands of kalpas of births and deaths,
are not due to following idleness that are able to
be liberated from. As impermanence comes swift,
with dawn and dusk promptly arriving, how can
there be not doing of that to be earlier prepared?

DR EH > ARBE
Diligently Practise, To First Seek Self-
Deliverance

RImFAREM, #igeteE, USEN, 17T
Bl RITEZEBRIMEASHER, —4&
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Great Master, in the Dharma-Ending
Age, established the banner of diligence, with
his personal setting of examples, by widely
practising the path to transform others. Great
Master followed the traditional style of Great
Master Lidnchi for upholding the precepts and
mindfulness of Buddha. His whole life was 'with
practice according to the Brahma Net Stitra,
and with aspiration for reaching the Western
Pure Land' for self-encouragement. The Hall
Of Pure Karma had rules and regulations for
daily practice sessions, with ten periods for
mindfulness of Buddha — nine periods for
practising contemplation and one period for
prostration. There was also regulating of the
black and white halves of the month (i.e. every
new and full moon day) to be for reciting the
'Bodhisattva Precepts' Text'.

RNIMBEREH, WA AXERFE
b, REZESEH. ERMAERL, BRBUEER
&, TEZINSHmE . K& AL, lﬁﬁT %l]
WIEH. BEFRFXNHET, KM
WIERER [, WA R LRFHIHFF, *‘ﬁ—%
XA RAL, ErbRtt, BAAL Sk, ! 7

Great Master's personal cultivation was very
diligent, just like saving his head from burning.
At a solitary retreat at the Western courtyard of
Fantian Monastery, his room was named 'One-
Cun Studio'. (A cun is a Chinese 'inch', which is
3.71 centimetres.) When meeting with honoured
guests, he would briefly speak on the path, saying
a few proverbs. After a ctin of incense was burnt,
he would be with mindfulness of Buddha only.
Great Master was meticulously diligent, beginning
practice with having knowing and seeing (or
knowledge and insight) that is correct. When
meeting disciples who are learning poetry and
literature, Great Master would painstakingly
admonish, 'As human life is between breathing in



and out, how can there be idle spare time to learn from
worldly truths' words? If slightly once missing this good
opportunity, then becoming a separate life, then again
thinking of liberating oneself, it will be difficult!'

RIMERER6, oRKEE, REEKERKR. XI
FELRERE, £FHE, BEREREE, | EAE
BTN, RIfFRZ B BIAXRERT, SFRE—F
RER, RTH=H—% B

Great Master was with focused diligence in
mindfulness of Buddha, to first seek rebirth in Pure
Land, thereafter to perfectly accomplish Bodhi's great
vows. Regarding some practitioners who aspire to, in
their future lives be born in China, to be Sramaneras (i.e.
novice monastics with childlike simplicity) who have left
the household life, to then cultivate the path, and widely
deliver sentient beings, Great Master reproached them to
be with foolish attachment. He would explain clearly to
them, that to seek birth in the Western Pure Land, is to
totally gather all Bodhi vows, and all Buddhas' teachings
of the ten directions and three periods, without having
anything remaining left out.

PLEMEONTTE, BR KImRE L B8, REFF
MESEOHRH, RZGD, RHEWZAE, JRIRER,
LRREFLIE, 2Lk, EEEAEEE.

The four aspects above briefly narrated Great
Master's Pure Land thought, from which we can deeply
feel, that from word to word, each flowed out from his
truly sincere mind. He never discussed on the mysterious
or spoke on the abstruse, and never piled up with names
and appearances. Tirelessly spoken, his words are
completely ordinary, simple and unadorned, yet they are
also Pure Land's bright gems, worthy for us all, offered as
our guides.

F%H (1733F) HER, RMAsEFiR: “RF
RAE4R14BKER.” Bk, BXTEH, MEBKRE
RTHEHS. RERE (17345) 482HEX, 12H,
FEHARY: “BETHOAALT=XFKREZ, SBR
R, BEEABLT.” BRIRZFFRES, BRI E
PEET.

On the Buddha's Day Of Accomplishing The Path in
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Great Master was
with focused diligence
in mindfulness of
Buddha, to first seek
rebirth in Pure Land,
thereafter to perfectly
accomplish Bodhi's
great vows.

Photo: Olia Nayda (Unsplash)
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1733 C.E,, Great Master told his disciples, 'l will,
on next year's 4th lunar month's 14th day be

long reborn." Since then, as he closed his door for
retreat in One-Cun Studio, he regulated himself,
for each day and night, to uphold mindfulness

of the Buddha's name with a hundred thousand
recitations. On the next year's (1734 C.E.) 4th
lunar month's 2nd day, he exited from retreat, and
on the 12th day, told the great assembly, 'As I have,
ten days ago, seen the Western Pure Land's Three
Sages descend from the sky, and am today again
seeing them, [ am with them, going to be born in
Pure Land.' Following which, he handed over the
monastery's affairs, everywhere biding farewell to
all Dharma-protecting laypersons in the city.

FEBERMHE, KBz ‘B
HHRHIET, B RIBEEE, OHEIEGH
FEX, TEKRPERER.” Bz, i

‘BIAHEFER, RITVEEHEER

A

=ik ” 13H, Wik, KB, AE
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When his attendant requested
Great Master to write a verse, he

wrote, 'With my body in the

ZM. —=J)L, BEHTE, BERERE, 2
HEN, FEFE.

Reaching the si period (9 a.m.), as monastic
and lay disciples from far and near assembled,
with tears crying while prostrating continuously,
they said, '"May teacher abide in the world to
deliver people.' Great Master again opened his
eyes and said, ', after going, will immediately
come back. As [liberation from the cycle of] birth
and death is a great matter, each of you should,
with a pure mind be mindful of the Buddha.' With
his words completed, with joined palms reciting
the Buddha's name, he then departed. After a
while, when his nose drooped, his face's colour
looked bright and moist. Until when sealing

his niche, his countenance did not change.

RE, RBTERBETE) KA
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In the next year, all his

flower within and the Buddhas
appearing before me, the

/

follow all the Buddhas, to be reborn go, yet without

Buddhas' light comes to illuminate
my purple-gold lotus. My mind will

going and coming, within with matters of as if
doing so." With his writing completed, he said, 'As |,
on the 14th day, will definitely be reborn, you can
prepare to, for me gather everyone, to recite the
Buddha's name.' On the 13th day, having stopped
drinking and eating, he closed his eyes and sat in
the lotus position. When it was the fifth watch (3
a.m.), he bathed and changed his clothes, facing the
West in the lotus position.

O, ZEEBSTERE, BAERFAE
B EIMEHEA.” KITE BRI “FEED
3k, £FLER, REFLRH. " 51z, EETRGH
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disciples reverently built his
relic pagoda at the West of Qin

—

month's 15th day, to commemorate Great Master's

River's Mount Fishui. On Emperor
Qianléng's 7th year's 2nd lunar

path of practice, all monastic and lay disciples from
Mount Mao received his relics for rebuilding his
pagoda on the right side of King ASoka Monastery.
His old pagoda was then used for burying his robes
and alms bowl. Great Master's writings include
'Pure Land Poems', 'Annotations On Verses For
Giving Rise To Aspiration For Birth In The Western
Pure Land', 'Essay On Exhortation To Give Rise

To The Bodhi Mind', 'Continuation Of [Pure Land]
Rebirths' Biographies' and others, that are still
circulating in the world today. Later generations
also honourably addressed the Great Master as the
Pure Land Tradition's 11th Patriarch. @
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BE{RIE 100000 RiES 100000 | NgSeoBoon 1.000.00
ETEE R 1,000.00 EEEWB%@ 100000 s 337000
T 100000 BEEF 00000 | sapperas
TERAR 500000 |BEFE 100000 ;ﬁ% 1] 888'88
THIE, TOF 300000 |BE® 1,000.00 HESER 300000
LB 300000 | EIEEHEHES 500000 | s, e vk, TERGH, BEER :
kR 100000 Bk, B30 00000 SRR e T 10.000.00
T 1,00000| | F&3CEER TanBoon Hee (Chen Wenxi) 200000 | £t 2,000.00
KA 1,00000  F%&3CERTanBoonHee (Chen Wenxi) 300000 |@EHECHZH (EETR) 2,500.00
ChanKaileung 100000 PangMeiyan 2000000, |TanHongBeng 1,000.00
HEE 200000 PangMeiyan 10,000.00| |TanHongBeng 1,000.00
SER 100000 | HEZER 100000| |z 1,000.00
b pay 100000 S=RFHAR 300000 |3kapte 3,000.00
e F 100000, | ERSEGLEE, HEE 1,000.00|  Koong Yee Renovation Works Pte Ltd 2,000.00
OngBengKeat Jeremy Bryan 1000000  F&ZEtETanBeeHua 100000|  3KRALE, STHEFS, SKAFER, HKAFIX 1,000.00
BERAR 100000  #MERAER 1,00000| | stz 1000000
ElEHAEE), 2% 400000 | [EESHEEL 100000 HEZER 1,000.00
ElEEESE] 232200 EAEEMARE 250000 ZFEHEER 3,000.00
E[EEZES2 2,000.00 |TanAhKeow 2,00000| | LimKim Puan, Ng Junxie, Ng Shiyong 2,100.00
[REELY 1,000.00, | TanYenChoo 1,000.00| |LimKayChoo 2,000.00
MK, PESER 1,00000 TanJuotWee 1,000.00| | RichardTanKoonSing 1,000.00
FMERE 1,000.00| PR 1,000.00| |ThomasTan Jian Qiang 1,000.00
IRERRE 1,00000  B&3CERTanBoonHee (Chen Wenxi) 1,000.00| |TeoEngLin 2,500.00
s AR 3000000| | #kECIER 200000 TeoEnglin 2,500.00
Cheng Yap Construction Pte Ltd 200000 |G 1,000.00| |TeoEngLin 5,000.00
g 1200000 | HCH, MG 120000 | f#F 1,000.00
Aik Lian Metal & Glazing Pte Lyd 1300026 |EMDEUBERSL 1,20000| ' WooMunKeong 1,000.00
Deceased Lim Yeak Kwee 100000 | ERHE 1,20000  Z=FEFE, AL 1,000.00
AR 100000  EEDAEEE, HER 100000 ¥FEshEL 8,000.00
BRAHER 300000 EHEHELEL, EEE, R 1,00000  TanKhuanSeng 1,000.00
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CBED».
Vesak Day

HEA Date
REBEUB+F (26.05.2021)
s Venue
KL RE Buddha Hall
BYiE Time
4 10:00 am

BPEDY
Ceremony Of Vesak Day
({4195, EkTE)
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