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Biography Of The Fifth Patriarch Of
The Chinese Pure Land Tradition
Great Master SHAOKANG

Monastic Dharma Name

: Shi Shaokang (Great Master)
: Fifth Patriarch Of The Pure Land Tradition (School)

: Tang Dynasty, Xiandu Mountain in Jinyun County (Present day

Zhejiang Province’s Jinyun County)

Status

Family Name : Zhou (Surname)
Place Of Birth

Year Of Birth : Around 736 C.E.
Year Of Rebirth : 805 C.E.

Works : None

reat Master Shaokang was born around

736 C.E. to a Zhou family during the

Tang Dynasty era, at Xiandu Mountain
in Jinyun County (now at Zhejiang Province). His
life was filled with colourful legends.

According to Song Dynasty’s Biographies Of
Great Monastics, [Great Master’s] Mother Madam
Luo, in a dream, journeyed to Dinghu Peak, where
a beautiful maiden with both hands offered her a
blue lotus, instructing, “This flower is auspicious,
now entrusted to you. After the birth of your noble
son, you must protect and cherish him.” Later, she

did become pregnant. About to reach the day of

birth, “Blue lights filled the room, with fragrant

similar to lotus flowers”.

From childhood, Great Master had a full
middle forehead, with bluish green eyes and
orange-red lips. He, often smiling while sitting
upright, was well loved by all. However, till the
age of seven, he had yet to speak. One day,
his mother brought him to Lingshan Monastery
to pay homage to the Buddha. His mother,
referring to the Buddha image and asked, “Do
you know him?” Suddenly, Great Master uttered,
“Sakyamuni Buddha!” Hearing this, his mother
was extremely surprised, and knew that he must
have past good roots.

His mother recollected the dream scene




before her pregnancy, and knew that her son
has affinity with the Buddha. Thereupon picking
an auspicious day, she sent Great Master to
Lingshan Monastery to renounce the household
life, for cultivating practice. At the age of 15,
Great Master received his full monastic precepts
at Yuezhou’s Jiaxiang Monastery, where he
spent five summers learning the precepts, widely
studied the Mahayana sutras and treatises. About
10 years later, he was already proficient with
the (Wonderful) Dharma (Lotus) Flower Sutra,
Surangama Sutra, Flower Adornment Sutra and
other Mahayana sutras.

At the beginning of Tang Dynasty’s Zhenyuan
year, when Great Master was 49 years old, he
journeyed to Luoyang’s Baima Monastery. One
day, while prostrating to Buddha image in the
hall, he saw something emitting light. Thereupon,
he searched to see which sutra teaching it
was. It was Great Master Shandao’s “Western
Instructional And Guidance Text”. [Great Master]
Shaokang thus rejoiced. Thus, in his heart, he
silently recited, “If | and [the Western] Pure Land
have affinity, may only this scroll of text’s light
again appear.’ Just when his prayer ended, again
indeed did light glimmer, manifesting innumerable
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas within.”

Great Master, having witnessed these
auspicious signs, deeply knew that these spiritual
miracles were responses from the Patriarch.
Thereupon, with his five limbs thrown to the
ground, he prostrated and vowed, “Rocks can
be ground in kalpas, [but] my vow will be without

change.”Hereby, he made a firm resolution to let

go of the ten thousand conditions, vowing to, with
Great Master Shandao as a model example, set
his mind upon the Pure Land path.

Thereafter, Great Master went to Chang’an’s
Guangming Monastery, where Great Master
Shandao’s ancestral hall was. While reverently
prostrating, he suddenly saw the portrait of Great
Master Shandao rise into the air, and said, “You
should rely on my teachings, to benefit and bring
joy to sentient beings, thus with your efforts,
to together be born in the Land Of Peaceful
Nurturing.” Thereupon, Great Master with even
more determination, focused on cultivation and
propagation of the Pure Land teachings.

One day, while Great Master was propagating
the dharma at reached Hubei’s Jiangling
(Jingzhou), he went to Guoyuan Monastery to
pay homage to the Buddha. “(Great Master) met
a Dharma Master, who said to him, ‘If you wish to
transform people, should take the path to Xinding,
as your affinity is there.” After saying however,
he disappeared without a trace, only smelt and
seen were fragrance and light towards the west.”
Great Master came to realise this as guidance by
the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, thus becoming
resolute in proceeding towards Zhejiang’s Xinding
(now Zhejiang’s Jiande City).

When Great Master first reached Zhejiang,
as there was still no one propagating the Pure

Land teachings in the region, everyone did




not quite understand it, which made it difficult
to begin teaching and transforming. Thus,
everyday within the city, he sought alms, for
food, and received some money, with which he
used to entice and reward children. Those able
to recite aloud “Amituofo”(Amitabha Buddha)
once, would be given one copper coin. Many
children felt that it was fun, while at the same
time, for receiving money, they competed to
recite “Namo Amituofo” (Homage to and refuge
for life in Amitabha Buddha). A few months later,
as the children who reciting the Buddha’s name
had dramatically increased, Great Master again
skilfully guided them to recite 10 times to be given
one coin. Thus, passing a year’s of persuasion
and transformation, Xinding district’'s adults
and children, noble and lowly, who recited the
Buddha’s name fully filled the streets.

In the Tang Dynasty’s Zhenyuan'’s 10th year,
Great Master at the age of 58, established a Pure
Land Bodhimanda (Practice Centre) at Xinding’s
Mount Wulong’s Nanlugi. He started teaching
the Dharma, to propagate the profound meaning
of the Pure Land teachings. Great Master built
a three-storeyed platform, to gather people at
midnight to practise the path, by singing 24
praises of Pure Land. On every Eight Precepts
day, about 3,000 devotees would gather together.

When Great Master Shaokang ascended to
the high seat, to recite “Amituofo” aloud, with each
recitation, from his mouth within, immediately
exited a Buddha’s form. Continuously reciting
10 times, thus did 10 of Buddha’s form exit, as

if strung like prayer beads. Great Master said to

the great assembly, “You who see the Buddha’s

form, will definitely be reborn (in Pure Land).”
Many disciples who heard this prediction gave
rose to great joy, and recited the Buddha’'s name
even more diligently. The few yet to see felt grief
and remorse, which drove them to redouble their
diligence in mindfulness of the Buddha.

In the Tang Dynasty’s Zhenyuan'’s 21st year
in the 10th month, when Great Master was 69
years old, he knew in advance the time of his
departure. He called to gather his disciples to
give them his last instruction, “(You) should,
for (reaching) Pure Land, give rise to increase
of diligence. And for Jambudvipa [which is this
defiled land], give rise to revulsed renunciation.
You and the company, who at this moment see
my bright light, are my true disciples.”

With his words completed, he emitted many
rays of light, and suddenly departed. At that
moment, the weather changed precipitously, as
wild winds from the four directions arose, and
hundreds of bird sang sadly, Mount Wulong for
a short while turned white. Later, Great Master’s
memorial pagoda was built at Zhoudong’s Taizi
Cliff, which was eventually rebuilt by the State
Preceptor Tiantai Master Deshao.

As it was such, that when Great Master
Shandao recited the Buddha’s name once, a ray
of bright light emitted from his mouth. When he
recited 1,000,000 times, a 1,000,000 rays of bright
light emitted from his mouth. This is while when
Great Master Shaokang recited once, out from his
mouth projected a Buddha’s image, which was
somewhat similar. Thus, everyone honourably
addressed him as the Latter Shandao, and as the
The Pure Land Tradition’s Fifth Patriarch.
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AT oA B

Q

Why Dedicate Only

For Birth In Pure Land?
A A ER{FEETHS?

@ RINAMHLRRIZRAERESTE @Y
9

Why should we only dedicate meritorious
virtues (i.e. merits) for birth in Pure Land?

TRBHNER.

Below is the answer by the Pure Land
Tradition’s 13th Patriarch Great Master
Yinguang, in his letter to layperson Chén
Xizhou, with extra explanatory notes on it.

a LT R4t R+ = EKRKFREEER

NEEFILFIRBAREH, RIE—VTiH
TAR#HZE, BEULERFAET,
Also, without exception, [for] prostration,
study [with] recitation [of] Mahayana
sdtras, and doing [of] all matters [that]
have benefits for [the] world [and its] peo-
ple, with all these [good (i.e. wholesome,
skilful, positive) karma and meritorious
virtues, they must be] dedicated [for birth
in the] Western [Pure Land].

Note: All worldly and world-transcending
good and purification practices done
should be dedicated only for birth in Pure
Land. Even after helping one or many for

a worldly matter, the meritorious virtues
from doing so should also be dedicated
for all beings to reach Pure Land. Thisis a
practice to increase compassion and gen-
erosity, while fortifying personal aspiration
to reach Pure Land.

THLSHEOTES, HRWE, 5&
ElEtEER, WETH—, EHEEE,
[There] must not [be] only with mindfulness
[of] Buddha [for] dedication [of its merito-
rious virtues to be born in the] Western
[Pure Land, with] the rest [of other] meri-
torious virtues, separately for dedication,
[for] worldly blessed rewards, [as this] thus
[is with] mindfulness [that is] not unified
[as] one, [which] then [makes it] difficult
[to be] reborn [in Pure Land].

Note: There must not be separation of
dedication of meritorious virtues for the
purpose of reaching Pure Land, versus
for worldly purposes, as there cannot be
two ultimate purposes in this life that are
contradictory in nature, with the first be-
ing a world-transcending goal, versus the
latter being many worldly goals. However,
as below, dedication only for the world-
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transcending goal of reaching Pure Land
can still encompass, and not compromise
certain worldly goals.

ARG, TRERER, mMBSEHE
EEHR (WMKFLHE. RIVEE. FHKR
r, BGME. TBEHE) .

[It] must [be] known, [that to] truly [be] able
[to be] mindful [of] Buddha, [and] not seek
worldly blessed rewards, [this] yet person-
ally attains worldly blessed rewards (such
[as] long life without sickness, [the] family
clan [being] peaceful [and] safe, [with] de-
scendants [i.e. children and grandchildren]
flourishing, all conditions as wished, all
matters auspicious and others).

Note: With the ultimate purpose in this life
to reach Pure Land, and all meritorious
virtues dedicated for this purpose, these
meritorious virtues will also bear rewards
in this life naturally, to lessen suffering and
increase joy in worldly responsibilities,
which facilitates smooth attaining of the
ultimate purpose. As the purpose is clearly
to reach Pure Land, these meritorious vir-
tues will not ripen in ways that distract from
it. Dedicating meritorious virtues only for
worldly blessed rewards might squander
them quickly, instead of using them skil-

fully, for the best benefits in this life, and
for reaching Pure Land.

BREEER, FEE@EE, NAEHE
BEHR, RATS.

If seeking worldly blessed rewards, not
willing [to] dedicate [for] rebirth [in Pure
Land], thus [will] what attained [be] worldly
blessed rewards, [which] instead are
inferior.

Note: There should not be short-sight-
edness, to seek only worldly blessed
rewards, which are not as lasting, blissful
and pure, as the immeasurable rewards
experienced upon reaching Pure Land,
through which the supreme world-tran-
scending reward of Buddhahood can be
attained.

mOofrE—, FEFEERER.
Moreover, [with the] mind [or heart] not
focused single-mindedly [or wholeheart-
edly], rebirth [in Pure Land is] then difficult
[to be] certain.

Note: There should be wholehearted sin-

cerity in our thoughts, words deeds, all ul-
timately dedicated for rebirth in Pure Land.

(by Shi’an)
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Reflection:

Why Slander Of Pure Land
Teachings Is Especially Grave

wF[/BE/ B/ I/ T/ L] FER, F... 8, WEFETLHER... HELE: ZFRE, Hi5E€

FEPATBIRINE, —CIiERATFEE,

— BUFEH (FHFFEE —ERFF2E)

... [lIn the eastern [/ southern/ western/ northern/ below/ above] direction[s], there are...
Buddha[s], and all other such Buddhas, as numerous as the Ganges river's sands... speak-
ing these truthful words, "You and other beings, should have faith in this "Sdtra With Prais-
es Of Inconceivable Meritorious Virtues And All Buddhas' Mindful Protection".'

- Sakyamuni Buddha (Amitabha Satra; Sitra With All Buddhas’ Mindful Protection)

to date, including the famous Amitabha

Sitra, Sakyamuni Buddha and 38 Buddhas of
all directions, who represented every single other
Buddha, strongly urged us to aspire for birth in
Amitabha Buddha’s (Amitudfo) Pure Land.

Just as unenlightened Buddhists with limited
meritorious virtues and wisdom like us strive hard

In almost 300 interconnected sitras discovered

to create and maintain conducive, although still
imperfect environments, such as temples and
centres in our spiritually and physically defiled
world to facilitate study, practice and propagation of
Buddhist teachings, of course, all the more so, the
Buddhas will do the same elsewhere for the same
purpose - perfectly.

The splendid Dharma schools they have
created are called Pure Lands, as adorned with their
immeasurable meritorious virtues and wisdom, full
of maximised skilful means to guide us as swiftly
as possible, and without retrogression, to progress
towards Buddhahood without fail.

Due to our lack of pure karmic qualifications,
these Pure Lands cannot be supplanted upon
our defiled worlds. Clearly knowing our current
limitations, the Buddhas thus encourage us to be
born in their Pure Lands, so as to be able to learn
from them personally, and to utilise their bountiful
blessings directly to better help other beings.

As there are immeasurable Pure Lands due
to the existence of immeasurable Buddhas, it is
perfectly natural that, out of great compassion and



wisdom, so as to not confuse us with too many
choices, and to best guide us, they will streamline
their efforts in most readily and most often urging
us to seek birth in what they agree to be the most
universally praiseworthy Pure Land.

As we can see in the Amitabha Sdtra, this
one Pure Land is Amituéfo’s Pure Land. Yet,
despite such obvious focused efforts to highlight
his Pure Land to best help us focus our spiritual
sense of direction, there are some with serious
misunderstandings of the Buddhas’ intentions, who
either claim that not a single Pure Land exists, or
that Amitudfo’s Pure Land is not worthy.

On this, the Eighth Patriarch Of The Pure
Land Tradition Great Master Lianchi (%t =/\18
S KUM) shared this serious admonition in his
'Commentary On The Satra In Which The Buddha
Speaks Of Amita[bha] Buddha' (B {6 15 fa] ZRPE L
Bi%) - 'Now with an analogy for clarity, herein, is a
person, whom in a day speaks ten thousand words,
to slander ten thousand Buddhas, accumulating so

fully for one thousand years. This person's karmic
misgivings are immeasurable and boundless. (%
DmBs: THABAAN, BEAS, URiEHTH, BH
T, BAEL, TEFXL. )

Yet again, there is a person, who speaks one
evil word, slandering that there is no Pure Land,
which obstructs people from practising mindfulness
of Buddha [i.e. Amituofé]. This person’s karmic
misgivings surpasses the previous person’s by a
hundred of a thousand of ten thousand times, even
up to that which is incalculable. (TEHB AH—&
=, kgL, AR, BRAFL, ITFaA
BTHE NDEXE. )

Why is this so? Numerous as motes of dust,
all Buddhas praise the Western [Pure Land of
Amituofd], only desiring everyone to accomplish
Buddhahood [via it]; yet you [i.e. the second person]
alone gives rise to slander, which is to slander
[Buddha-]Tathagatas everywhere, as numerous as
motes of dust, trapping and harming sentient beings,
who thus constantly sink in the sea of suffering, to
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not attain accomplishment of Buddhahood. Thus are
the misgivings such, which you should be cautious
oft (fAILAE? MALE M, WA, MHERAAK
3, ORERE, IRBERLWMRK, BERE, B
T, NMERH. MEME, HEF! )

As all Buddhas’ key concern is to most efficiently
guide all to Buddhahood, and since there is no
means more skilful than Amituéfo's Pure Land, to
slander or belittle the Pure Land teachings, out of
lack of understanding, or due to misunderstanding is
thus especially grave. If done with wilful malice and
prideful reluctance to realise and repent for one’s
mistakes, the potential deprivation of others from the
safest and best rebirths in Pure Land can possibly
lead to personal rebirth in a lower realm.

While it is natural to doubt and enquire of a
teaching less familiar with, it is unwise to oneself,
and unkind to others, to discount any precious
teachings with one’s skewed perceptions, which
are often gathered from others less proficient in
those teachings, whose careless misrepresentative
remarks on the most widely cherished and practised
Mahayana tradition might spread like wildfire,
wrecking damage that cannot be undone. It is difficult
to imagine how easily such terrible negative karma
can grow and spin out of control.

How can we help those who already, or are
about to slander the Pure Land teachings and
its genuine teachers? If encountering those who
are ignorant or without actual intention, we can
encourage them to sincerely learn the Pure Land

o EF.. HEZEIFE... BH—PERZHFE, ERTEBETHBEEE=H=F.

BEIE, RiEMATH.
— BUFEH (FFFELE —ERIF2E)

teachings, such that they can understand them well.
If a slanderer does not aspire to learn to understand
the teachings, we can use the Eighth Patriarch Of
The Pure Land Tradition Great Master Lianchi>s
words above to inform and warn them. (&84l
TE, AMALEmMA., BEETEFZHA, A
FEEESH. )

Historically, there were some great masters
from various Buddhist traditions, who had previously
belittled the Pure Land teachings, imagining them
to be simplistic, before realising their profundity
later, thereafter expressing repentance for their
mistakes, by committing to deeper study, practice
and propagation of the Pure Land teachings as the
direct remedial action. This is surely the best way to
make up for one’s slander!

(by Shi’an)

o e KFELIE

... [lIf there are [those]... who hear this sitra, accept and uphold it... all these good men and
good women will, by all Buddhas, be mindfully protected, and all will attain non-retrogres-
sion for [attaining] Anuttara Samyak Sambodhi [i.e. Unsurpassable Equally Perfect Enlight-
enment; Buddhahood]. ... [Y]ou and all others should faithfully accept my words, and what

all Buddhas speak.

- Sakyamuni Buddha (Amitabha Sitra; Sitra With All Buddhas’ Mindful Protection)
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BRE NI § ERE IR "
TAN SIEW OOA 1,000 PN 1,000
TAN SIEW KIA 1,000 #HEB 1,000
1] e Ak 1,000 AIBIOO TRADING LLP 2,600
] E MR 2,500 BEx# 3,600
ZEFH, By 3,280 &R 1,460
BERTE, RRidE, BE= 3,280 FEE 1,800
Wiy 4,000 XE& 2,000
EmRF, BEE RREA 10,000 ¥B&41L 5,000
EEELE (BR) 1,500 E@EEE 1,000
SENE 1,500 = [@PEIEIE 1,000
TR 2,000 ZTem 3,000
5] o) E L 4 1,000 M= 1,009
RIS, TE£=8X 1,000 EHEMER 1,000
e PUE22 2,000 [EI[F ESTATE OF MDM CHIA WAI KEON 5,000
R 1,000 EIEEER, #EHR=L, BEZA 12,000
MER 1,000 FHHE 1,800
TOH MUI CHOO 1,000 #7488 (M) 1,000
ElEERJL 1,000 EIEEZE 1,000
MER 1,000 EI@EFEENEL 1,000
FEE 1,000 SING MAN TEMPLE(SINGAPORE) 20,000
BEY 1,000 =544, FIEM 1,000
HEEEX 2,000 ZIFEZ, EME 1,000
EIEEEEES 1,000 &R%FS 6,066
FE, AR, ABREA 3,000  FfifEA 1,000
[E 5 NATHAN MURUGAYAN 6,735 [E@EITLA 1,000
SIRRZT 1,000 EI@7AZHE, EEBEE 1,000
LEE ONG CHUN 1,000 E+#k 5,375
THAM WAI FONG 2,000 EIEZBHE 1,000
HEBF 1,000 [El@EkE= 1,000
B3R & 2,000 MDM CHIN SWEE LANG & FAMILY 1,000
WIRE 10,000 [EI@ZBE, #ZEEX, Z=HH 2,000
] o) R 45 4 2,000 Eifg, EB/NEF 1,000
MESE, MR 3,000 EIEFER 1,000
MER 1,000 HER 1,000
EE= 1,000 kD4 1,000
By 2,600 F&k 1,000
LIM CHIN KANG 1,800 EE=, EEMH, ENZF 2,000
O¥Ess 2,500 ELE 1,000

HBRDEE, 55



BEET, AMEESBIPTARZOHMS - BULE™ 7K -
MR, BERNT, BizEr, NERR, ARZR. FH
B, BEBBEBIES, BNSH  TLBRIT2L, FEED.

ZEiE, BNBARZE, Tl (BHRESET) , SBW
e GaeOBEERE)  SRTAHANE—IXE. BiRB &gz
718X . .
ERIRFEERNM, BFEL. BEMRE BR - +HERT
BINER, FEFL  MDBIGEERL, TRERSHEZR-
WHRTHIGETOFERRXRSINER, UWHRABR, HiEiEm-

BE : KBDIERYWA & EBTA
20195025098 Z 02H238

T4 04:00pm  EZiR Evening Prayers
i /4 Purification Ceremony

E% 05:30am B Morning Prayers
L£408:30am  TafLA#E# & =TT 10,000 Buddhas’ Names Repentance Session
5[] i 4 Dedication of Merits
E&09:45am  TEL A& =TT 10,000 Buddhas’ Names Repentance Session
E£411:00am £ Making Offerings
5] [11E 4 Dedication of Merits
T4 01:30pm  T#L A HZ =T 10,000 Buddhas’ Names Repentance Session
T4 02:45pm  TAfL A {3 & =T 10,000 Buddhas’ Names Repentance Session
T4 04:00pm  TafLA - Z =T 10,000 Buddhas’ Names Repentance Session
5] [5){E % Dedication of Merits
%02 06:00pm  FHIfNkE O Yogacara Ulka-mukha Ceremony
(B TIEBA+M except18/2/2019)

B E06:30am %X Grand Offering to the Celestial Guardians _ &
%8 07:00pm  &XT Transference of Light Ceremony

E%10:00am  FEAiXZE Sending off the Sages .
T4 02:00pm  FHIMNED Yogacara Ulka-mukha Ceremony S
{£ 4% % Sending off the Sages

I’] i% sﬁ Meritorious Conclusion!
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